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Sunday, September 30, 2012

Double Inheritance

Ephesians 2: 14 “For Christ is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility”


Reflection 
There are many people who relate the word wealth with money, with the abundance of material things. But when we read this passage the perspective changes 360 degrees. God has made us heirs, yeah! Heirs of divine love and mercy, we are included in God’s Great Plan, and all we are and all our riches God has given us.

For my part, I can say that my legacy is twofold. When I still  lived in Costa Rica, my home country,  I did not  give due importance to my roots, to the peaceful and simple life of my people, or to the wealth of my country, its traditions and customs. But when God allowed me to come and live in this country, that was the moment when my eyes and my heart began to see and experience diversity. Then I began to appreciate and feel nostalgia for the tradition, lifestyle, and language that make my country unique. Each person may think the same of their place of origin.

Over time, as I lived, shared, came to know this new culture, I have concluded that God is enriched further with new roots, new traditions, new language, new friends. I am enriched by knowing  the diversity of life experiences, to share about my culture and meet and learn about other cultures.

Taking to heart the motto of our United Church of Christ "No matter who you are or where you are on the journey of your life, you are welcome here," has given me a new way of thinking.  The Kingdom of Heaven starts here when different languages, origins, thoughts, and lifestyles come together to fulfill God's plan. "To be to the praise of God’s glory" so that the world can see that in the midst of diversity there is unity, united with each other and united in Christ Jesus.

Yes! We have a double inheritance. My Hispanic heritage, my roots, traditions of the land of my birth, enriched with a new culture, language, and new traditions, but still proud of being different and equal before God.

Prayer
God of creativity and diversity, let us see through the lens of your love, where there is no race, or ethnicity but unity, love, and wealth to be different and become ONE in Christ Jesus. Amen
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