Between Me and You

Prayers for the Second Sunday of Lent

March 4, 2012

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16  •  Psalm 22:23-31  •  Romans 4:13-25  •  Mark 8:31-38

Choral Invocation

Sing God’s presence into worship with one of the following songs: Give Me a Clean Heart (TNCH 188), the refrain of O God, My God (TNCH 515), or Waiting for You (Sing! 20).

Call to Worship 

One:
“Walk before me, and be blameless,” said God to Abram, 


“And I shall make my covenant between me and you.” (Genesis 17: 1-2, paraphrased)

One:
Quite openly, we’ve measured that distance.

All:
Quite openly, we’ve stayed away.

One:
Quite openly, we’ve distanced ourselves. 

All:
Quite openly, we didn’t want to be closer.

One:
Quite openly, we are not blameless.

All:
Quite openly, we are here.


We are here to open ourselves


to our Inbetween God.

Prayer of Confession 

We are quite open about our successes.

We feel free to boast when we have done well, 

but we are not quite so open when things have gone wrong.

We do not praise God anyway. 

Instead, we recognize the distance 

between me and you

between you and God

between God and me.

Let’s be quite open about it 

as we open ourselves 

to our Living God in silence

Extended prayerful silence.

Sung Confession

After a shared silence, sing a shared confession. You may choose to repeat one of the songs that began worship or you may want to offer a new song. Some suggestions are: the first verse of I Must Tell Jesus (TNCH 486), the first verse of Si Fui Motivo de Dolor, Oh Dios (TNCH 544), or the last verse of From the Crush of Wealth and Power (TNCH 522).

Words of Assurance 

You can look behind. 

You can search ahead.

God will meet you in between.

God promises to always be right there.

If you believe this to be so,

If you believe God is 

between here and there

between me and you,

Share that peace with your neighbor.

Passing of the Peace

Between You and Me Prayer Ritual Possibilities
For most of us, it seems like it’s easier to talk about 

God being inbetween here and there than to actually experience that presence. 

We are more likely to insert our own words -- as Peter does – 

when we could be listening for God to speak. 

Imagine a way that your community could feel the presence of our Inbetween God. 

As the video Prayer Wheels http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGWbLUevca4
from the good people at SALT suggests, 

it is possible when we act as each other’s prayer wheels. 

*Perhaps this means that deacons are stationed around the Sanctuary 

to resurrect that negative emotion into God’s vision 

through individual spoken prayers. 

*Perhaps that means that the Prayers of the People 

are uplifted with Tibetan prayer wheels. 

*Perhaps the congregation learns a few simple dance moves 

(some that may even be done while seated) to transform the spoken prayers. 

*Perhaps this means that the congregation is invited to simply watch the video 

(even huddled in groups on their smartphones and tablets) 

before the prayers are shared. 

*Or perhaps it is this video that is offered as the invitation to the communion table.

Invitation to the Offering 

Without talking back,

Without asking questions,

Let us move into God’s love.

Let us go inbetween with God to offer our gifts.

Let us give God our thanks in our tithes and offerings.

Dedication of the Offering

Inbetween God, 

Bless these gifts with your love 

So that we might share them quite openly 

With all who need your change. Amen.

Benediction (based on Mark 8:31-38)

One:
Turn and look!

All:
We want to become followers of Christ.

One:
Turn and look!

All:
We will speak quite openly.

One:
Turn and look!

All:
We will open ourselves to our Inbetween God. 

Between Me and You, Service Prayers for the Second Sunday of Lent, was written by the Rev. Elsa A. Peters, an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ, presently serving as Pastor and Teacher of the First Congregational UCC in South Portland, ME, an Open and Affirming congregation where God is still speaking. She wonders about ministry and liturgy at: http://impossiblethingswithgod.blogspot.com/.
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