Starting Here, Starting Now

Seventh Sunday of Easter
Sunday, May 20, 2012

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26  •  Psalm 1  •  1 John 5:9-13  •  John 17:6-19
Call to Worship
One:

Good morning, friends and neighbors! 
Of all the places you could be on a Sunday morning, why are you here?
All:

We come seeking the blessing of the Risen One in community.
One: 

We come to celebrate the presence of the One 

who knows our hearts and guides our choices.
All:

We come to witness to the Risen One at work in our community.
One:

The Risen One at work in us, offering us eternal life:

All:

Opening our minds to God’s justice, our hearts to God’s mercy, 



our world to the place where God is all in all.
One:

Eternal life  starting here, starting now: 
All:

let us celebrate!
Prayer of Reconciliation
Protector of all,

So many of us come this morning 
with the weight of the world on our shoulders. 
We are burdened with our own problems 
and with the problems of the world that we just can’t solve. 
Anxiety and pain separate us from one another and from you.

Silence

Remind us that your prayer for us is to become one—

to share each other’s hopes and burdens, 

to create a world where resources are shared 

so that all have enough for full human life.

Transform our separate lives into one life shared in you; 

take away the armor that shields us from the pain of others 
and fill us with joy that radiates from the core of our being. 
In the joyful spirit of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.

Assurance of Blessing
Be joyful this day because you are not the burdens you carry! 
Instead you are the beautiful image God created and is creating you to be!
. 
And God is creating a Beloved Community in our midst!
Call to Offering
Like the trees planted by streams, 
God provides us with the opportunities 
to share the fruits of our labor with each other. 
And in that sharing we become closer to embodying 
God’s Beloved Community together!
Offering Dedication
All:
Fruitful God, 
may these gifts nourish your beloved children 
with wisdom, compassion, and creativity 
so that your Beloved Community is deepened and recognized: 

eternal life made manifest in the here and now. Amen.

Benediction

I invite you to high-five the persons around you 
either by touching their hands or in the air. 
May this high-five serve as a sign 
that our worshiping community continues wherever we go. 
May the joy you find in your neighbors’ high-fives 
Energize you for a week of service and compassion. 
In the name of God your Creator, 
Christ, your Compassionate Teacher, 
and the Holy Spirit, who laughs with us in high-fives. 
This day and forevermore. Amen.

Music Suggestions
#209

“O Love, How Vast, How Flowing Free”
New Century Hymnal

#329

“Jesus, the Joy of Loving Hearts”

New Century Hymnal

#524

“This Joy I Have”



New Century Hymnal
#121

“We Are All One”



Sing! Prayer and Praise Hymnal

#205

“Dance Into Joy”



Sing! Prayer and Praise Hymnal

Starting Here, Starting Now: Service prayers for the Seventh Sunday of Easter was written by the Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel, pastor of Plymouth United Church, UCC, in Spring, Texas.  
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