Spirit of All

Service Prayers for Pentecost Sunday

May 27, 2012

Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14  •  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  •  Romans 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21
  John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

Advance  Preparation

If your church is planning to confirm the confirmands and accept new members into the congregation, involve them in as much of the worship planning as possible.  Invite them to express their creativity as they prepare for the celebration of church membership!  This includes creating new banners or flags with symbols they may choose, inviting them to process in, and utilizing their voices in the leadership of the liturgy.  Truly make it a festival of Pentecost.  

Further, the Strengthen the Church offering is being taken on this Sunday.  Have on hand examples of how this offering is used by the United Church of Christ.

Unison Prayer of Invocation
Great Spirit over all, 

we come here from the Four Directions

to celebrate the amazing gift of your presence.   

May we experience this day 

as our first church elders did at their Pentecost.  

Come, blessed God! 

Breathe on us with life-giving energy.  

Call to Worship(adapted from Psalm 104: 27-30)

One 
God, when you provide food for us,

All 
we gather it up.
One
When you hide your face from us,

All 
we are terrified.
One 
When you take away our last breath,

All 
we die and return to dust.
One 
When you send your Spirit,

All 
we are created new and all of earth is renewed.
One  
We will sing praise to you as long as we live.  

All  
Come Holy Spirit.  Breathe on us. 

Breathe on us with life-giving energy.  Amen!

Hymn  

Spirit of the Living God                                           TNCH 263
Call to Confession 
 

One  
We often don't know for what we are to pray.

We sit with unrecognized potential 

and yearn for something new to happen. 

I invite you to sit quietly 

to ponder the potential for you, 

for your church, and your community.  

Let us sit together in quiet anticipation

and wait for the Holy Spirit to intercede. 

Prayer of Confession: (The people are encouraged to offer  thoughts and prayers.)

Assurance of Grace  

One  
At the time of the first Pentecost of the church, 

in quiet contemplation the people became ready. 

Then the rush of the Spirit’s mighty wind 

“…filled the entire house where they were sitting.” 

They were filled with God’s Holy Spirit. 

May it be so for all of us. 

Let us celebrate in new and renewed life. Amen.

Hymn 
Filled with the Spirit’s Power (verse 2)
                        TNCH 266 

Prayer for the Confirmands of the United Church of Christ.

Dear God, through the powerful wind of your Holy Spirit, 

breathe upon our confirmands this day 

and all the other days 

that you will loan to them while they are upon earth. 

May the vows they express 

bind them to you and your church 

with gifts of faithful service, 

bold witness, and constant love.  

Bless, guide and direct them, 

their families, and their church family 

so that together we (this local church) 

may bless one another and others 

with life-giving ministry. 

Come, Holy Spirit.  Be our guide. Amen.
Call to Offering
One  
The church exists because 

God’s Holy Spirit has called us together 

and bound us in covenant 

for the purpose of a particular mission. 

With our gifts let us affirm and support God’s mission.

Two   “Spread the love” is the theme 

for the Strengthen the Church offering 

of the United Church of Christ.  

This special offering funds 

new church starts and invigorating existing ones; 

builds youth and young adult ministries, 

and supports the God is Stillspeaking Ministry.  

With our gifts let us affirm and support God’s mission.

Dedication

All  
Holy Spirit of God, 

we symbolically dedicate our lives 

through the dedication of our gifts.  

We ask for your bold winds 

to magnify and multiply our tangible gifts 

to further your work of liberation, justice, and charity here 

and around the world.   Amen. 

Hymn 

On Pentecost They Gathered                                TNCH  272 

Commission
One  
The breath of life given to us 

by the Great Spirit has been renewed today.  

God’s breezes and fierce winds 

have blown upon us here while we sat. 
Two 
Now let us go forth into the world, 

our communities and homes with the joy 

of celebrating the birth of the church on Pentecost. 

Let us minister to those in need, 

advocate for justice for all people, 

and breathe the breath of new life! 

Benediction

Now may the grace of the Holy Spirit guide us 

in all truth and declare the things that are to come.  

Amen and Amen.

Spirit of All: Service Prayers for Pentecost Sunday was written by the Rev. Rosemary McCombs Maxey, a citizen of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation and is retired clergy and a member of Fellowship Congregational United Church of Christ, Tulsa, Oklahoma.
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