Stewardship Message
Magnifying God
My soul magnifies the Lord….Luke 1:47

We hear Mary’s song each Advent and revel in its beauty and radical proclamation. But I wonder if we skip too quickly past this odd first phrase. What does it mean to “magnify” something? We use a magnifying glass to make something look bigger to us; the magnification of microscopes helps us see small things as they look bigger. But how can we make God look bigger to us; why would we want to when God is already so big?

The way Mary uses the word is slightly different than this. Her soul, she says, proclaims the greatness of God. She is so overwhelmed by her growing understanding of what God is about to do that she can’t say, or sing, enough about how amazing God is. She proclaims this not only through a magnificent song, but in her body as she nurtures her child and in her steadfast faith which she holds as a witness to God’s work in the world. By her actions as well as her words, she proclaims the wonder that is God.

This Advent and Christmas, how is your church magnifying God in your community? What does God ask of you in order to help give birth to the promises of which Mary sang? How is God’s greatness manifest in the life of the Spirit being born in your life and faith community? May your spirits rejoice with Mary as you see God at work in you!
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God is still speaking,
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This resource is a free service and is made possible by your gifts to Our Church's Wider Mission.
