Stewardship Message
Raising Up Tomorrow’s Clergy
Here am I; send me!
Isaiah 6:8

If you own a UCC Desk Calendar, you will notice that every once in a while the Church has designated Sundays for special emphasis. At the end of February, the Calendar calls us to observe “Seminary Sunday/Church Vocations Sunday.” It’s not one of those top ten Holy Days that many observe, but in the long Epiphany Season this year, you might want to take a moment to think about this one.

I am the second child and first daughter of my home church. I still give thanks for all the support, both financial and spiritual, that my congregation gave me many years ago when I heard God’s call and went to seminary. If your church has a student in discernment, preparing for ordained ministry, you are honored indeed, and they need your care. If you don’t, there are probably students somewhere in your Association or Conference who also need your care, for someday your church may be seeking a new pastor and you will rely on qualified candidates being available! 

There’s one more step you might take. When was the last time you encouraged a high school or college student in your congregation to consider ordained ministry? Is there someone in your congregation feeling a call mid-career who needs encouragement and support? It takes a local congregation to raise up tomorrow’s clergy. Give thanks for your pastor; give help to those who will serve the next generation of your congregation!
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God is still speaking,
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This resource is a free service and is made possible by your gifts to Our Church's Wider Mission.
