Stewardship Message
Lenten Self-examination
“Yet even now, says the Lord.”   Joel 2:12

Traditionally in the season of Lent we are called to self-examination.  We’re called to look at our lives, to remember the words we wish we had not said or the actions we regret doing, or not doing. We’re invited to take a deep, honest look at ourselves, to try to see our lives as God sees them, and to understand we are being held accountable for how we spend this one life we are given. The point of this is not to then wallow in how awful we are or to despair in our weakness. The point is to repent, to turn around and to renew our dedication to our baptismal vows. As the prophet Joel said to Israel, God is ready and waiting to work beside and inside you. God is ready to empower you to do great things!

What if we understood Lenten self-examination to apply to congregations as well as individuals? What might we discover in our churches if we spent six weeks examining how we are living into God’s call to us as a community of faith? Some churches might despair in their lack of resources or people or energy, but the point is not to wallow in the “ain’t it awfuls!” The point is to invite God in all over again and discover what new thing God might do in you as a congregation. “Yet even now,” God is waiting!
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God is still speaking,
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This resource is a free service and is made possible by your gifts to Our Church's Wider Mission.
