Stewardship Message
Extravagant Generosity
“So Joseph took the body….and laid it in his own tomb.” Matthew 27:59-60

In the week beginning with Palm Sunday, the stories we read are full of people giving extravagantly.  Think about it and you see giving everywhere.  Someone gives Jesus a donkey to ride into Jerusalem, a valuable beast in that time.  A woman buys expensive ointment to massage Jesus’ tired body. Someone shares their house for Jesus and his disciples to celebrate Passover. His followers buy and prepare food for the feast. Jesus gives them bread and tells them he will soon give his body, his blood, his life for them. From the cross, Jesus gives the promise of forgiveness and eternal life to a thief. Then this lovely story in Matthew of a Pharisee named Joseph risking his reputation by giving his personal tomb for Jesus’ burial.  Then, in the resurrection, God not only gave Jesus life, but in so doing gave us forgiveness and a promise not to desert us, even when we desert God. Can there be a more extravagant gift?

How do we respond to all this generosity? It needs to be more than colored eggs and new clothes. It needs to be more than gardens of flowers in church and Easter baskets. How do we respond to all this generosity? With our own generous discipleship every day of our lives. Happy Easter.
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God is still speaking,
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This resource is a free service and is made possible by your gifts to Our Church's Wider Mission.
