[image: The United Church of Christ]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Media Contact:
Emily Schappacher
UCC Communications Specialist
Office: (216) 736-2177
Mobile: (216) 571-8967
Email: schappachere@ucc.org

United Church of Christ national officer to be ‘Day 1’ featured preacher three consecutive weeks
In a rare occurrence, former Kentucky pastor, the Rev. J. Bennett Guess, will preach on the final three Sundays of Lent.

CLEVELAND (Feb. 26, 2015) – The Rev. Dr. J. Bennett Guess, executive minister of the United Church of Christ’s Local Church Ministries and a national office of the church, will be the featured preacher on “Day1,” the nationally-broadcasted ecumenical radio program, for three weeks in March. A rare occurrence for the program to feature the same preacher three weeks in a row, Guess will deliver sermons on the final three Sundays of Lent: March 8, 15 and 22.

“It’s a great honor to be preaching on ‘Day1’ for three Sundays this Lent,” Guess said. “I’ve been a big fan of ‘Day1’ for a long time, especially the outstanding preachers who fill its impressive worldwide broadcast pulpit. I actually grew up listening to ‘Day1’—then known as The Protestant Hour—on my hometown AM radio station. I certainly had no idea back then that I’d someday be one of its featured preachers.”

The program will also include interviews with Guess conducted by host the Rev. Peter Wallace, who is also ‘Day1’ executive director, executive producer, and president.

“We are grateful and honored to feature Dr. Ben Guess on three ‘Day1’ programs in Lent this year,” Wallace said. “It's unusual for us to present the same preacher three consecutive weeks, but Ben's meaningful and challenging sermons will, I'm certain, be well-received by our radio and podcast listeners around the world."

Guess was a local church pastor for 12 years, including eight years as pastor of Zion UCC in Henderson, Ky., a congregation that grew from 12 members to a vital, justice-focused congregation of more than 300 people. Serving the national headquarters of the UCC since 2000, Guess earned a bachelor’s degree in journalism from the University of Kentucky, his M.Div. from Vanderbilt University Divinity School and a D.Min. from Chicago Theological Seminary, which presented him the distinguished alumni award in 2014. He also received the UCC’s Just Peace Award in recognition of his life-long commitment to justice advocacy.

###

About the United Church of Christ:
The United Church of Christ is a mainline Protestant denomination with nearly 1 million members and more than 5,100 congregations nationwide. Headquartered in Cleveland, Ohio, the UCC is a church of many firsts, including the first mainline denomination to ordain a woman, the first to ordain an openly-gay man and the first predominantly white denomination to ordain an African American.

The UCC and its members are tireless advocates for social issues such as immigration reform, racial equality, LGBT rights, marriage equality, environmental protection and economic justice.

About Day1:
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Day1” has been broadcast every week for nearly 70 years, formerly as “The Protestant Hour.” Featuring outstanding preachers from the mainline denominations, “Day1” is currently distributed to more than 200 radio stations across America and overseas. The program is produced by the Alliance for Christian Media, based in Atlanta. For more information, call toll free 888-411-Day-1 or check the program’s website, http://day1.org/.  
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