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THE HABAKKUK GROUP
Re-visioning the Manual on Ministry
March 1, 2014
To members of the United Church of Christ,

With joy and gratitude, the Ministerial Excellence, Support & Authorization (MESA) Team announces the composition of the group that will undertake the re-vision of the Manual on Ministry! 
As we make this announcement, it is important to distinguish that the goal of this group’s work is truly one of re-vision rather than revision. The group will look afresh at and imagine a 21st century vision for authorized and authorizing ministry in the United Church of Christ; we will not merely edit MOM in order to produce MOM 2.0. The goal, in the spirit of Habakkuk 2:2, is to write the vision of authorized ministry and to make it plain for the United Church of Christ. Accordingly, this working group is named the Habakkuk Group.

The wider church responded enthusiastically to MESA’s call for nominations, as 155 nominations were submitted for the formation of this 16-member working group. The wisdom and passion represented by the nominations was inspiring, and MESA’s task of discernment was not easy. The final group includes laypersons and specialized ministers, local church pastors and judicatory staff, each with unique perspectives and experiences but a shared passion for the United Church of Christ, her ministers and her future. The 16 persons who comprise the Habakkuk Group are:
David Alicea, a local church pastor and Conference board member in Southern California Nevada Conference;
Liddy Gerchman Barlow, a local church pastor and Committee on Ministry member in Penn West Conference;
Cameron Barr, an associate pastor and UCC polity teacher, serving in Iowa Conference;
Martha Ann Baumer, a retired clergywoman and former chair of the Ministry Issues Project, with standing in Wisconsin Conference;
Cheryl Burke, who serves as an Associate Conference Minister in Michigan Conference;
Quentin Chin, an intentional interim minister in Massachusetts Conference;
Eleanore Chong, a layperson and Committee on Ministry member in Hawai’i Conference;
Yelanda Collins, a Member in Discernment and administrative law judge, with standing in Southeast Conference;
Sheldon Culver, who serves as the Conference Minister for Illinois South Conference;
Lois Farnsworth-Whysong, a layperson and Committee on Ministry member in Pacific Northwest Conference;
David Hill, a local church pastor and Committee on Ministry member in Ohio Conference;
Stephen Moore, a bivocational pastor and Committee on Ministry member in Indiana-Kentucky Conference;
Jonathan New, an instructor with the Vermont Academy of Spiritual Training program and Andover Newton Theological School, with standing in Vermont Conference;
Vickye Robinson, a Member in Discernment and Committee on Ministry member in Northern California Nevada Conference;
David Van Epps, a retired prison chaplain and member of the New York School of Ministry curriculum committee;
Bill Worley, a local church pastor, military chaplain and Committee on Ministry Member in Penn Central Conference;
in addition, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has been invited to name a representative who will participate as the 17th member of the group, as the UCC is represented on the parallel working group in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

Surrounding and supporting the Habakkuk Group, in addition to the MESA Team, is a diverse pool of 20 Readers who have agreed to review drafted materials and to provide feedback to the group across the three years of their work.
The MESA Team is honored by the United Church of Christ’s enthusiastic response to the advent of this important work, and we are grateful for the gifts and time that these 16 persons have agreed to dedicate to the re-vision project. We invite the prayers of the United Church of Christ as the Habakkuk Group begins this work of blessing the denomination with an insightful resource for authorized ministry.
Sincerely,

Rev. Rachel Hackenberg 
on behalf of the Ministerial Excellence, Support & Authorization (MESA) Team
Local Church Ministries, United Church of Christ

700 Prospect Ave, Cleveland OH 44115

www.ucc.org/ministers
