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Ready or not! Lectionary readings for Women’s Week 2013 invite us to step out from a place of safety into a risky world to follow the call of God.  No excuses: not youth, nor fear, nor “need-more –information,” nor hometown “comfort zone”–God’s call to speak a word and do the work of justice and love is always for right now, for this moment of challenge and need.
Jeremiah seeks refuge in the safety of childhood, but discovers that his call began even before his birth—in the womb where God was forming, consecrating and appointing him to prophesy.  With God’s word only on his lips, Jeremiah is sent into the world “to pluck up and pull down…; to build and to plant.” 

Paul ponders the mystery of God at work in his life and follows the promptings of the Spirit as far as he can see and as best he can understand. Paul knows, as we do, that while we can only see reality “in a mirror, dimly,” God knows fully the possibilities of the world, and of ourselves in that world.  We will never have the comfort of all the information; God is always ahead of us, on the horizon, beckoning into an unknown future! Maturity in Christ means exercising trust in what we do know of God’s faith, hope and love.  With that trust, we may set aside “childish ways” and move forward with confidence to do God’s loving work in a complex and challenging world.
Even Jesus discovers that there is no comfort or safety at home for his work.  The people of Nazareth are proud enough while he is working miracles in Capernaum and other cities. But Jesus’ call to them to undertake the radical work of justice outlined by Isaiah incites his neighbors to anger; they drag him out of town and try to push him off the cliff’s edge.  Their actions cast him out from home and into the wider world to bring his message to those who have ears to hear.

Behind all of these readings is a rarely seen image of God.  God the Midwife is identified in Psalm 71: 6a, guiding the Psalmist between the safe haven of the womb and the world outside.  “Upon you I have leaned from my birth; …you … took me from my mother’s womb” (Psalm 71: 6a). The Midwife works with mother and child to navigate the crossing from the comfort and nurture of the womb into a complex world of beauty and danger.  And Midwife God works with us throughout our lives to draw us ever more deeply into the light, and the risk, of Her world which needs all of our gifts. And in that world She remains with us as challenger and support; rock and rescuer; faithful companion and guide.
The Rev. Susan A. Blain
Minister for Worship and Spiritual Formation
Women’s Week:  February 4, 2013: Fourth Sunday after Epiphany, Year C: 
Jeremiah 1:4-10  •  Psalm 71:1-6  •  1 Corinthians 13:1-13  •  Luke 4:21-30
