Note: In February 2016, a survey was emailed to the members of the UCC Polity Teachers Network. The information below reflects the results of the survey.  The survey was emailed

to 33 members of the Network.  Sixteen completed surveys were received.

Research Results for Polity Pod
February 25, 2016

Learning Objectives (LOB): Learning objectives are statements that define the expected goal of a curriculum, course, lesson or activity in terms of demonstrable skills or knowledge that will be acquired by a student as a result of instruction.
Included in syllabus? 13 yes, 3 no

Required by institution? 8 yes

Use Marks on Ministry to Form Learning Objectives?

Yes

· Use to shape the entire course

· Each LOB aligns with one or more of the Marks

· And use Journaling the Journey

· Required reading and written assignment

· Foundational starting point

No

· Course was developed prior to Marks

· I teach history and not polity

· Only use some of the Marks

· LOBs were developed over years

Top Three Learning Objectives

#1 Learning Objective
History

· know where we came from

· historical roots

· past history

· basic story of formation

Polity

· autonomy and covenant (mentioned by two)

· understanding polity (2)

Mix

· Information about H, P, and T

· Working knowledge of UCC

Culture

· UCC enculturation

#2 Learning Objective
Culture

· appreciation of UCC ethos

· how UCC is different

· familiar with UCC resources

· breadth of diversity

· theological coherence and diversity

· appreciation and awareness of diversity in theology and practice

Polity

· basic knowledge of polity

· familiar with polity

· autonomy and covenant

· how denomination works today

Ministry

· sense of ministerial identity

· preparation for ordination process

Other

· able to articulate and explain material

#3 Learning Objective
Polity (local and more broad)

· function of local church and authorized minister

· awareness of covenantal mutuality

· no “them” only “us” (we are conference and synod)

· structure and relationships of UCC

· authority, church, autonomy and covenant

· describe ecclesiology and polity

History

· awareness of historical foundation

· seek information about UCC history and analyze sources

· incorporate different traditions into ethos

Theology

· theological foundations of polity and commitments

· theology

Ministry

· prep seminarians to be faithful and successful pastors and chaplains

· listen for previous denominational formation and relate UCC to them

Resources

· navigate UCC website

Other

· future: where we’re going

Assignments used to Evaluate Learning Objectives

Paper (14)

Reflective Conversation/Discussion (7)

Class presentations (2)

Group projects

Interviews

Visit local churches

Convo with Association and national staff

Attend Association/Conference annual meeting

Reading

Quizzes

Exam

Write a syllabus for local church

Elevator speech

Book review

Other Information Provided by Respondents

· My class is reviewed by and adapted to input from COM

· I have built in time for discussions from Field Education experiences

· Time is a factor

· Learning objectives have been shifted to account for regional theological differences (e.g. not as progressive)

Assessment Vocabulary/verbs:

· Become, consider, identify

· Equip, reflect, tell (stories), incorporate, be familiar, characterize, complete, examine, demonstrate

· Explore, provide, equip, tell, navigate, explore, examine, articulate, grow

· Equip, tell, demonstrate, describe, name, empower, embolden, inspire

· Demonstrate

· Acquire, reflect, apply

· Know, describe, articulate

· Prepare, have, help, understand, teach
· Explore

· Obtain

· Narrate, identify, create, describe, seek, illustrate, categorize, develop, design, use
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