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United Church of Christ Available for SCOTUS Comments

CLEVELAND (April 28, 2015) – United Church of Christ representatives are available for comments today as the U.S. Supreme Court hears oral arguments regarding the issue of same-sex marriage.

The Rev. Mike Schuenemeyer, the UCC’s Executive for Health and Wholeness Advocacy, is on the ground in Washington, D.C., and is available to speak to the media.

“We have waited long enough for all couples to have the same rights," said Schuenemeyer. “The time is now. We are on the doorstep to history—but this case is more than history—it is justice and equality for all people."

The Supreme Court’s decision, expected in late June, coincides with the anniversaries of two major milestones in the UCC’s LGBT equality movement: the 10th anniversary of the denomination becoming the first mainline church to affirm equal marriage rights, and the 30th anniversary of a resolution calling UCC congregations to become open and affirming of all persons regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity.

“It was almost one decade ago that the General Synod adopted the resolution to support and affirm marriage equality for all people,” Schuenemeyer said. “That resolution called on our leaders to oppose the laws that restrict the freedom to marry, and that’s what we’ve been doing, culminating with the hearing of the cases today."

[bookmark: _GoBack]To set up an interview with Rev. Schuenemeyer, please contact Emily Schappacher, UCC Communications Specialist, at 216-736-2177 or schappachere@ucc.org. 

###

About the United Church of Christ:
The United Church of Christ is a mainline Protestant denomination with nearly 1 million members and more than 5,100 congregations nationwide. Headquartered in Cleveland, Ohio, the UCC is a church of many firsts, including the first mainline denomination to ordain a woman, the first to ordain an openly-gay man and the first predominantly white denomination to ordain an African American.

The UCC and its members are tireless advocates for social issues such as immigration reform, racial equality, LGBT rights, marriage equality, environmental protection and economic justice.
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