Sample Announcement Letter      
To be sure your congregation is well-informed, send a letter like this at the start of your offering promotion, generally about three weeks before Dedication Sunday. Enclose a Strengthen the Church bulletin insert and offering envelope. You might want to add a hand-written note like “See you in church.”
Dear Friends,

On Pentecost Sunday, May 19, we celebrate the birth of the church. We know this story as recorded in the Book of Acts:   “When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit…” Acts 2:1-4
Peter quotes the prophet Joel to the startled crowd: “In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.” Acts 2:17
What vision does God have for our church? What does God dream for the many people who are still seeking and yearning for a little love, a little hope, and a reassuring word; people who have not heard the Pentecost message of the unconditional love of our still speaking God?
Each year, we receive a special offering called Strengthen the Church, that invests in the vision. As God calls our congregations to be “church” in new ways, your gift will plant new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches, and develop spiritual life in our youth and young adults. Because of this offering, many more will hear the good news that “God is still speaking.” 

We will receive this offering on May 19 – the birthday of the church – Pentecost Sunday.  I invite you to celebrate by giving to Strengthen the Church. Your generous gift today ensures a vibrant church tomorrow.

Strengthen the Church: Invest in the Vision
Peace,

(Signature)
Sample Newsletter Article:  Strengthen the Church: Invest in the Vision
Each day, visions and dreams are created in the hearts of many in the United Church of Christ. Through the Strengthen the Church offering, they can become a reality.  As God calls our congregations to be “church” in new ways, your gift will plant new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches, and develop spiritual life in our youth and young adults. Because of this offering, many more will hear the good news that “God is still speaking.” 
On Sunday, May 19 – Pentecost – we will be receiving the Strengthen the Church special mission offering.  Directed to local Conferences, Local Church Ministries and the Stillspeaking Ministry, Strengthen the Church gifts help visions become reality. Invest in the vision!  [Insert a story from those found at www.ucc.org/stc or in materials from your Conference.]
Sample Reminder Note Card

or Sunday Bulletin Insert    
Remember! Next Sunday, May 19 – Pentecost – we will be receiving Strengthen the Church, a special mission offering that helps to God’s vision for the church become reality through support of the God is Stillspeaking Ministry, Local Church Ministries and our  Conference. Please come to worship God, celebrate the birth of the church, and invest in the vision!
