From: Charlotte Frantz 
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 8:13 PM
Subject: RE: Stewardship webinar follow-up

I don’t know whether you can make sense out of this—it is an excerpt from a planning sheet I use for Sunday worship.   Our Stewardship kick off is October 27.  I looked carefully at the lectionary texts and the stewardship inserts and rearranged them a bit to fit some other events in our congregation’s life.  So the text for Oct. 27 are the lectionary texts for the previous week, chosen to fit one of the stewardship inserts.  The witnessing steward will be asked to address the question listed.  And we will print the question on a note card, insert it in the bulletin, and ask people to take it along home and use as a discussion starter in their household sometime during the week.   November 3 is All Saints Day and I need to respect that—so used the texts from Nov. 10 in order to tie in Stewardship.  I went back and picked up the lectionary from Nov. 3 on November 10 and will use the bulletin insert provided for that set of texts.    Thought this might be helpful to someone—we use a lot of “gift” language at church and I thought it would be good to try to unpack the “surprising” language in this year’s theme.    I’m willing to freely share ideas without credit—but I’d love to hear if this stimulates your thoughts and if so, what you do with the theme.  Charlotte Frantz, Duluth, MN
[Thanks to Webinar participant the Rev. Charlotte Frantz, pastor of Pilgrim Congregational Church UCC, Duluth, MN for sharing her planning outline and ideas] 
	Stewardship Kickoff
	Satisfying the widows
	Lectionary for 10/20: Luke 18:1-8
	
	
	Stewardship insert--Unmerited Justice

	A Surprising Difference
	Motivation for doing good--because of the persistent cries around us? or because we believe we can make a difference?
	2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
	
	
	Witnessing Steward: Where have you seen the church, as an agent of God's grace, make a surprising difference?

	11/3/2013
	
	
	
	
	

	Surprising Saints
	Surprising Saints--those who treat us with grace; whose lives impact us. who can take the ordinary and make it special
	lectionary texts for Nov. 10: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
	
	
	Stewardship insert--Casi Ceilo

	
	Church as the communion of saints
	Luke 20: 27-38 The dead are like angels and are children of God
	
	
	Witnessing Steward: Who was a surprising saint in your life? What gift did you receive? How was God's grace evident in the impact of that person on your life?

	11/10/2013
	
	
	
	
	

	Surprising Encounters
	
	lectionary texts for Nov. 3: Luke 19:1-10 (Jesus and Zaccheus)
	
	
	Stewardship insert-Blessings in a Fig Tree

	
	
	2 Thess. 1:1-4, 11-12
	
	
	Witnessing Steward: Where have you been surprised by God? where has God taken you by surprise?

	11/17/2013
	
	
	
	
	

	Surprsing Gifts
	Stewardship Sunday
	Luke 21:5-19 Calamities to be endured but God is present
	
	
	Procession of Pledges and Prayers

	God's great gift is surprising reversals for which we give thanks 
	
	Isaiah 65:17-25 God's new creation
	
	
	


