Mission Moment

Be Love
Like the image of ripples created in a pond from a dropped pebble, the Asian Rural Institute operates on the principle that the leaders they train will bring that knowledge to their own communities – creating a ripple effect of positive change. Since 1973, the organization has trained more than 1,100 rural development leaders. The graduates are not left to their own devices. 

ARI maintains support and contact through an extensive graduate network, helping their emissaries to share the techniques they have learned and helping them to initiate programs in their communities. ARI staffer Yuko Endo was able to visit 23 graduates in the North-East Indian state of Manipur including Babycha Mangsatabam (2006), whose Conflict Widows Forum provides support for women by training them in organic farming, soap making, handicrafts and gender awareness; Kahling Toshang (2007), whose experience in ‘water-divining’ – an ancient art she learned during an ARI field trip – allowed her to locate 15 potential wells within her village that provide safe drinking water for the community; Hechin Haokip (2009), who lobbied for four years to attain passage of a domestic violence law to protect women. As director of Chandal District’s Center for Women and Girls, Haokip oversees the first registered service provider that offers counseling and legal services, court accompaniment and women’s concerns lobbying; and Menovino “Nino” Krose (2008) who was nicknamed “the garbage watch woman” by her community after she organized her neighborhood to clean up their garbage. Nino involved the school principal to teach students waste management, an activity that is now included as part of their class sessions. Her next project was a piggery to provide food and income for some of the poorest women in her village – a program that developed into production of fermented pig feed, a recipe Nino created and has now marketed to neighboring villages. 

The practices and knowledge from ARI are creating ripples of positive change and empowering many in Manipur and beyond.
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Mission Moment

Be Opened
During their November Board meeting last year, the Global Ministries Board appointed nine missionaries – some new, some gently used – to be God’s hands in the world on behalf of the United Church of Christ and Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 


What better way to celebrate Thanksgiving than to give thanks to the following modern day disciples: Elena Huegel, a long-term missionary who will use her vast teaching experience with the Pentecostal Church of Chile at the Shalom Center. Elena is a member of Iglesia Cristiana Ebenezer, Los Fresnos, Texas; Michael Joseph, who will work with the Restoration, Life and Peace Commission of the Council of Evangelical Churches continuing his passionate resolve for human rights and justice in Colombia. Michael is a member of First Congregational Church, Washington, D.C.; Julianna Nitz, will serve as an intern with the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India in Sri Lanka. Julianna is a member of Central Christian Church, Lexington, KY; Katie Pickens, will serve for one year with the National Spiritual Council of Churches of Haiti (CONASPEH) at the Ferdinand Garcia Transformational Center. She is a member of Woodmont Christian Church, Nashville, TN; Elizabeth and Douglas Searles, will continue their ministry with the Evangelical Reformed Church of Poland. The Searles are members of Schleswig (Iowa) UCC; Marian Thorpe and James deBoer, will serve a one-year term with the Round Table for Mission Development of the Disciples of Christ Church in Argentina and Paraguay. Marian is a member of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Spokane, WA, and James’ church is Central Congregational Church in Providence, RI; and Gabrielle Worley, who will serve a one-year term as a GM Intern with the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) and the Forum for Development, Culture and Dialogue (FDCD), in Beirut, Lebanon. Gabrielle’s home church is First United Church, Oak Park, IL.
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Mission Moment

Who Are You, Jesus?

Humane Borders – a ministry supported by One Great Hour of Sharing and several United Church of Christ congregations – is an organization motivated by faith, whose mission is to take death out of the immigration equation. 


They do this by deploying emergency water stations in the desert in areas where migrants are known to travel in their efforts to reach America. Karl Tucker, an at large member of Humane Borders’ board of directors, wrote in the organization’s newsletter that, “volunteers know that it is not getting easier because they know that migrant death locations are occurring further to the west and east higher in the mountains.” This is an area where the organization does not have permission to place water stations. 


Still, more volunteers have been recruited and trained, many through UCC Volunteer Ministries, aging trucks have been repaired, water barrels have been painted, materials for distribution to communities and organizations have been updated and the work of Humane Borders continues to move forward to take death out of the migrant equation.
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Mission Moment

First in Caring

If you or members of your congregation have ever wondered about the work being done by Global Ministries’ missionaries and their partners, there is a resource that can answer your questions. Global Ministries’ website, www.globalministries.org has a video resource called “Connecting Threads”, with links to seven videos. 


These videos introduce the viewer to volunteers and program participants who provide a virtual visit to parts of the world that are being touched by people working in the name of Global Ministries and all who support global mission. 


The videos cover Southern Asia (Against the Current, Toward the Light), Africa (Beneath African Skies), Middle East and Europe (Lilies Among Thorns), East Asia and the Pacific (Mountains in the Wind), and Latin America and the Caribbean (Out of the Shadows, Into the Sun). Two additional videos, “Partners in Mission” and “God’s Surprise: The New Faces of Mission” provide an overview of Global Ministries’ mission connections and our critical presence around the world.
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Mission Moment
Brazillian theologist Leonardo Boff had the honor of participating in a table discussion with the Dalai Lama about religion and freedom. During a break, Boff asked the Dalai Lama, what is the best religion? His answer surprised the theologist. The Dalai Lama replied: “The best religion is the one that gets you closest to God. It is the one that makes you a better person.” Boff pressed further; “What is it that makes me better?” In his wisdom, the holy man responded: “Whatever makes you more compassionate, more sensible, more detached, more loving, more humanitarian, more responsible, more ethical.” The Dalai Lama continued by saying that his concern was not with religion or with whether people are religious, but rather, with “behaviour in front of your peers, family, work, community, and in front of the world. 


Remember, the universe is the echo of our actions and our thoughts. The law of action and reaction is not exclusively for physics. It is also of human relations. If I act with goodness, I will receive goodness. If I act with evil, I will get evil.” What our elders taught is as true today as it will be in the future, he said. “You will always have what you desire for others. Being happy is not a matter of destiny. It is a matter of options.” And finally, Boff said, the Dalai Lama had this advice: “Take care of your Thoughts because they become Words. Take care of your Words because they will become Actions. Take care of your Actions because they will become Habits. Take care of your Habits because they will form your Character. Take care of your Character because it will form your Destiny, and your Destiny will be your Life… and ….There is no religion higher than the Truth.”
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Mission Moment

Growing as the Family of God in the Household of the UCC

Since 1970, CAIM, the Council for American Indian Ministry, has coordinated the mission and ministry of our United Church of Christ Native congregations. Today CAIM counts 22 member American Indian churches on the reservations of North and South Dakota, Nebraska, Wisconsin, and the inner city of Minneapolis, Minnesota.

While participating fully in the life of the UCC, CAIM maintains Indian traditions by employing Native values and cultures in order to witness in Indian communities through authentic and postcolonial expressions of the Christian faith.

CAIM congregations confront serious challenges in carrying out their ministries. Some reservation pastors must travel long distances to reach their parishioners, especially if they serve more than one church. The income of most of their members falls far below the poverty level, especially where unemployment rates hover between fifty and ninety percent. Lack of adequate medical services and wholesome food sources on the reservations creates problems for adults as well as children. Furthermore, ministry takes place in an environment where alcoholism, drug addiction, and domestic abuse are prevalent.

Recently, the board of directors launched the CAIM Relatives Program to raise awareness and enlist financial support in the UCC for its member congregations. As Mike Goze, a member of the executive committee, the Ho-Chunk Nation, and the All-Nations United Church of Christ in Minneapolis says, "It is through the mutual care of one another that we can grow as the family of God in the household of the UCC." We pray for this new initiative, especially on this American Indian Ministry Sunday.
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