Stewardship Message
Stewards of Responsible Freedom: Saying Yes and Saying No

“I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live.” – Deuteronomy 30:19

We are created in God’s image. As a covenant people we are given freedom, as individuals and communities, to choose life or death, blessings or curses. Shawn Copeland, in Practicing Our Faith (ed. Dorothy Bass), says, “Tough decisions and persistent effort are required of those who seek lives that are whole and holy. We must learn the practice of saying no to that which crowds God out and yes to a way of life that makes space for God.” Jesus calls us from certain behaviors, but always offers an alternative: “Come, follow.” A life-affirming “yes” is necessary to making an effective “no.”

Responsible exercise of freedom requires us to participate in generating good for all. We participate in making fundamental decisions regarding our national priorities, values and commitments, and how they will be expressed in public policy. We cannot ignore economic, social, and ecological realities that have led to greater abundance for some and scarcity for many others. 

As we celebrate our freedom on Independence Day, we give thanks for UCC churches which guide us in discerning, choosing and acting in ways that bless all God’s people.

A message from Stewards in the Household of God: a Resource for Holistic Year-round Stewardship available from United Church of Christ Resources.
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God is still speaking,
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This resource is a free service and is made possible by your gifts to Our Church's Wider Mission.
