Stewardship Message
Stewards of the Beloved Community
He said therefore, "What is the kingdom of God like? And to what should I compare it? Luke 13:18
Years ago I participated in a meeting with members of COREM, the Council for Racial and Ethnic Ministries. COREM is composed of representatives from Pacific Islander and Asian American Ministries, Council for Hispanic Ministries, Council for American Indian Ministry, United Black Christians, and Ministers for Racial, Social, and Economic Justice. The meeting tables were arranged in a square in a tranquil sunny room in Hollywood, California. As the meeting hour approached, participants of diverse races and ethnicities began to arrive. The room was quickly enlivened by the joyous greetings and hugs of friends reuniting for this event.
As I looked at this happy scene unfolding, I saw a vision of what heaven might look like. The kingdom of God is like a gathering where all experience an extravagant welcome; a community graced with “righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 14:17). Martin Luther King, Jr. called this the Beloved Community.
God loves every one of us and gives each person gifts for building the Beloved Community. What are your gifts? How are you building the Beloved Community in your family? In your work place? In your church? Among your friends? Where you are in this moment? 
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God is still speaking,
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This resource is a free service and is made possible by your gifts to Our Church's Wider Mission.
