Stewardship Message
Responsible Stewards Saying Yes and Saying No 
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established; what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them? Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned them with glory and honor.  Psalm 8:3-5
Created in God’s image, we are gifted with free will. “Little lower than God,” we are free to say “yes” to God’s ways, reject them, or ignore them. We are even free to reject God!
As July begins, the United Church of Christ is in the midst of Generals Synod 29 in Long Beach, California. Resolutions are one way we take responsibility for discerning and claiming God’s vision: saying “No” to mountaintop mining, bullying, investment in fossil fuel companies… saying “Yes” to the full equality of women, more carbon-neutral church buildings, tax reform as Christian stewardship, compassionate comprehensive immigration reform. 
We celebrate historic “Yes” moments. This year we launch the UCC Pension Board’s 100th Anniversary. Partnering in ministry since April 23, 1914, the Pension Boards manages retirement funds for clergy and laity, health plans, ministerial assistance, and more. We also celebrate the full pardon, granted in 2012, of the Wilmington Ten – ten wrongly convicted justice activists in a Civil Rights-era case of firebombing a Wilmington, NC grocery store in 1971. In 1973 the General Synod raised more than $1 million in bail to free them. 
How is your church saying “Yes” to God’s vision?
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God is still speaking,
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This resource is a free service and is made possible by your gifts to Our Church's Wider Mission.
