Stewardship Message
Stewards of Surprising Gifts 

May God… who reached out in love and surprised you with gifts of unending help and confidence, put a fresh heart in you, invigorate your work, enliven your speech.  – 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 from The Message
My brother always said he didn’t want to have children, so I was a bit anxious when his son, Christopher, was born.  Happily, I was surprised, relieved and thankful to see how much he loved that little baby. He was too!  He marveled, “When I look at that innocent face, I realize I would give my life to keep him safe.”

God surprises us with such amazing, transforming gifts!  

Scripture assures us that first God gives to us: “God reached out in love and surprised you with gifts of unending help and confidence.”  We can take heart; God knows our needs and hopes and wants only the best for us.

God’s gifts enliven our capacity to respond with our gifts.  In the next few weeks, many UCC churches will be inviting their congregations to remember how good God has been to them and pray about making their pledges of support for the ministry of their churches on Consecration Sunday, November 10. No matter when or how your church invites your support, with a confident and hope-filled heart let your response flow naturally.  When we open our hearts to God, our response may surprise even us.
A message from Stewards in the Household of God: a Resource for Holistic Year-round Stewardship available from United Church of Christ Resources.
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God is still speaking,
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This resource is a free service and is made possible by your gifts to Our Church's Wider Mission.
