
To Make Our Joy Complete:  
Service Prayers for the Second Sunday of Easter

April 15, 2012
Call to Worship

Leader:

This is a new day.

People:
The day of the risen Christ!
Leader:

Christ lives in our hearts and in our world. 

People: 
Christ lives. Let us love our neighbors!
Leader:

Christ lives. Let us share God’s abundance. 
People:
Christ lives. Let us care for God’s creation !
Leader: 
Christ lives. Let us rejoice!
People:
Christ lives. Let us worship God!
All:

Alleluia! Thanks be to God.

Invocation


Holy God, 


who made the world and called it good, 


who calls humanity into community with you and with each other,

who breathes within our world and calls us to peace and justice,


make your presence known to us here gathered

that we may recognize you 


in the wounds
of our sisters and brothers, 


and make real for them your hope of abundant life,


through Jesus Christ, our crucified and risen savior.

Offering Invitation


How may we participate in new life in Christ?  By sharing abundantly our common life--our resources of time and trust and treasure, our life with each other, our life in the world.  Let us gather our gifts together and offer them to God in gratitude, heartfelt commitment, and praise.

Blessing Over the Gifts


O God of life, 
take these gifts and bless them, multiply them, 
put them to work in your world 
wherever there is need of peace, of justice, of hope.  
Put them to work in your world to care for your earth, your water, your air
--all the created elements that sustain your children.  
We offer them to you as a witness to your love
 that makes our joy complete!  

Benediction

We go out from this place trusting that God walks with us. 

We go out from this place knowing that we walk in the light.

We go out from this place shining with the good news that Christ is risen: 
we are new people who love our neighbors, 
share God’s abundance, 
and care for God’s creation. 

Christ is risen indeed.  
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