We are Witnesses
Third Sunday of Easter
Sunday, April 22, 2012

Acts 3:12-19  •  Psalm 4  •  1 John 3:1-7  •  Luke 24:36b-48
Call to Worship
One:
Like the disciples who met the risen Christ, 
All:
we come hoping for unexpected appearances of God’s love.
One:
We come with our questions and doubts, and listen for Christ to appear in our midst saying:
All:
 “Peace be with you.”
One:
We hear the stories of God’s love in the Scriptures, 
All:
and we know that God is still speaking!
One:
We look around at our neighbors and guests,  

and see the power of the risen Christ at work in their lives, 

offering peace, offering hope, offering courage.
All:
We are witnesses to the miraculous love of Jesus! 

Come, let us worship!
Suggested Activities for Earth Day
Plant a tree on the church property as a symbol of your commitment to care for God’s creation.

Have a Blessing of the Animals Worship Service and invite the members to bring their pets to be blessed by the minister and congregation.
Prayer of Reconciliation
O Present God, our lives are filled with distractions big and small. 
We confess that like the disciples we are easily scared by the unknown. 
We are overcome with worry about illness, unemployment, 
our children, and the world as a whole. 
In our most vulnerable moments we demand that you answer us when we call to you. 
But often we do not listen for you or seek your unexpected, grace filled presence in our trouble.  

Forgive us for our demands. 
Be gracious to us and hear the longing found within our prayers. 

Remind us that your light shines in all moments of life. 
Give us eyes to see the light of your face shining on us, O God. 
Let us feel the gladness you have placed in each of our hearts 
--more plentiful than grain and wine—

And let us live out of that glad confidence.

In our waking and in our slumber, give us peace.
Assurance of Blessing
Easter People, whose light is found in Jesus our risen Christ, 
may the light of God’s face shine upon you 
in all that you say, do, think, feel, and love. 
You have the light of God within you this day and always!

. 

Call for the Offering
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, 
we should be called children of God because of God’s love for us 
which is as creative as a mother and generous as a father. 
Let us offer our gifts in  order to care for God’s family 
in this church and throughout the world. 
Dedication of the Offering

Life-Giving God, may you bless our gifts 
and let them go forth from us 

to benefit all of your children 
with wisdom, compassion, and imagination. Amen.

Benediction

Take the hand of the person next to you. 
In this touch, connect to the risen Christ among us. 
In this touch, remember that we are all God’s children 
seeking to live as God’s beloved together. 
In this touch, remember that our spirits are held together 
with the spirit of God our Creator, 
Christ our Teacher, 
and the Holy Spirit of Light. 
This day and forevermore. Amen.

MUSIC FOR THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
#253

“Yours is the Glory”



The New Century Hymnal
#241

“Joy Dawned Again on Easter Day”

The New Century Hymnal

#342

“Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread”

The New Century Hymnal
#130

“We are Not Alone”



Sing! Prayer and Praise 
#217

“Peace I Leave With You”


Sing! Prayer and Praise 

We are Witnesses: Service Prayers for the Third Sunday of Easter was written by the Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel, pastor of Plymouth United Church, UCC, in Spring, Texas.  
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