The Welcoming Shepherd
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Honoring PAAM Sunday
April 29, 2012
Preparation:
For information on the Pacific Islander Asian American Ministries (PAAM) of the United Church of Christ, go to the following website:  

http://www.ucc.org/executive-council/pdfs/EC-07-03-EPP-04.pdf
Churches wishing to observe the Pacific Island and Asian American Ministries (PAAM) of the United Church of Christ in a fuller sense may use the liturgy found at http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/nlb/special-occassions/special-paam-sunday.html
For the following service, Children's Story 3 and the prayer of confession will acknowledge PAAM Sunday.  

For the children's story, prepare by compiling a list of United Church of Christ churches in your association or conference who might be related to PAAM.  If photographs of the churches are available, have those on hand.   Visit YouTube and search for the ways to say “hello” and “thank you” in the various languages spoken by PAAM members.

Acts 4:5-12  •  Psalm 23  •  1 John 3:16-24  •  John 10:11-18
Call to Worship 
One:  We are welcomed into the family of God on this Fourth Sunday of Easter.  

Let us worship God together in faith, hope and love.
All:   We lift our eyes, thoughts and hearts to you, O God.  

Your pastoral care of all of us brings us together. 

We offer our praise and thanks to you 

for shepherding our church family 

and indeed the whole United Church of Christ.  

We pray for blessings, instructions and peace 

through our Welcoming Shepherd, Jesus.                   Amen.  
Call to Confession
One:
 Let us come before God trusting that the Good Shepherd leaves none of us unattended.
Confession
All:  
Gentle God, 
Remind us, that as a part of your family 
no one is unattended, 
or considered "less than," 
or left outside the fold of your realm.  
One:
Especially on this Good Shepherd Sunday,
and the day that we honor the Pacific Island and Asian American Ministries 
in the United Church of Christ  
help us to recognize the strength we gain from one another.  
Welcoming Shepherd,
may we be ever mindful of the distinctive gifts 
we bring into our UCC family.  
Forgive us when we forget.  
Create in us a renewed gratitude 
for relationships with all your people.  Amen.
Assurance of Grace
One:  Like the Good Shepherd, 
we can be lead to know each other by name, 
to feed and to be fed by the other.  
May the Welcoming Shepherd lead us to stand with and up 
for one another in times of trials and difficulties. 
May God's mercy reach each of us. Amen.  
Children’s Time

Call to Offering/Dedication
One:  Embraced and enfolded into the family of God, 

in gratitude, let us respond generously 
with our time, talent, and finances to our church's resources. 

May what we offer be shared with the whole family of God.
All:    Blessed and blessing God, 

we bring you gifts from our hearts and lives.  

May our gifts be used to bring forth light 

and life to those whom you call into your family.  Amen.
Benediction
One:  
May the God of Warm Embrace 
fill you with joy and friendship as you go.  
All:  
May the Welcoming Shepherd 
go with us this day and forevermore. Amen. 
Welcoming Shepherd, Service Prayers for Easter 4 was written by the Rev. Rosemary McCombs Maxey, a citizen of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation and is retired clergy and a member of Fellowship Congregational United Church of Christ, Tulsa, Oklahoma.
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