
Growing in God

Prayers for the Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 6, 2012
Call to Worship (inspired by John 15:1-8)
One:
Remain here.


Remain here with me.

All:
Remain in this soil.


Remain in this earth.

One:
Remain among these branches.


Remain watered in this love.

All:
Remain where we can grow.


Remain here where God loves you.


Remain here with us.

Prayer of Invocation 
O God, remain here with us. 
Nurture us where we are not growing.
Encourage us to see the sun again.
Remain here with us, O God.

Remain here.

Remain in us.
Prayer of Confession (inspired by Psalm 22:25-31 and John 15:1-8)
O God, we are so worried about future generations. 

We want them to remain so that they can learn your ways.

We worry that we won’t be here to tell them about you.

We are worried they won’t know about your love.

Remove this bad fruit from us, O God.

Trim away this branch. Remove that twig. Burn it in the fire.

Remain with us so that we might show your glory as we seek to grow again.

Feed us with your words so that we might find the new life we need.

Amen.

Words of Assurance 
Beloved, God will remain in you.

You will always be a branch on God’s vine.

God will always grow with you. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering 

It’s hard to know if we are growing,

but no one has seen God either.

We see God in the love we share.

We grow with God in the mercy we give.

Let us give our gifts of love and mercy.

Dedication of the Offering

O God, let these gifts grow

to reach the whole world with love.

Remain in these gifts, O God,

so that furture generations might know 

that we love them

as much as we love you.

Amen.

Invitation to Christ’s Table


When they needed to hear it,


Christ told his friends:


I am the vine. 


No matter who you are,


or where you are on life’s journey,


you are part of this vine.


Come to taste and see.


Come to find yourself among the branches.


Come to this table to grow again.

Communion Prayer
One:
God be with you.

All:
And also with you.

One:
Lift up your hearts.

All:
We lift them up to God.

One: 
Let us give thanks for the peace of God.

All:
It is right to give God thanks and praise.


We thank you, O God,

You remain here with us.


You have always been here with us.


We rejoice that you have stayed.


You have called us your life.


You have encouraged us to grow.


You’ve put us in the right soil.


You’ve shone your light more brightly upon us.


You’ve fertilized us with your love.


Whether your people noticed or not,


You cultivated your people. 


You remained hopeful.
     You remained expectant.

You encouraged us as much as


You coaxed the vines of this fruit from the earth.


You radiated the sun upon this wheat.


You shone upon the bakers. 


You loved the harvesters.


You remained present in each moment


Until this time when we could partake of these gifts 


Knowing that you remain in these elements.


Transform us, O God, as you transform this bread and this cup


So that we might all grow into your abiding love.

Words of Institution

Sharing of the Bread and Cup

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Prayer of our Savior


Remain with us, O God. 

Make this feast the nourishment we need to grow more wild and wonderful. 

Graft us onto the vine of your Beloved 

so that we might grow more connected with you and all of creation. 

With this food and this drink, 

let us be the love that we have found in you and your Beloved, 


as we pray in the words our Savior gave us:
Benediction  

One:
Remain with us, O God.

All:
Grow with us, O God.

One:
Go with us, O God.

All:
Love us always, O God.
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