Update:  citing concern for the safety of the girls and their families, Wider Church Ministries, which has been in contact with global partners concerning this situation, has asked that we remove the list of names of the girls from Worship Ways.   We have done so.   The two suggested prayers below have now been adapted so that churches can pray for all the girls together.  

A Mothers’ Day Chain of Prayer for the girls in Nigeria who have been abducted has been started by the Rev. Alexis Fuller-Wright, pastor of Old South Church of Farmington, ME and member of the UCC 2030 Clergy network.  Here is her plan for her congregation:

I'm planning to print out their names on individual strips of paper and have our ushers invite each person to take a name along with their bulletin. Then I'm going to ask each of us to commit to praying for our girl until she is found. I can't think of a more important way to honor Mothers’ Day than to stand with these grieving families, who've been ignored by the media, and wrap their daughters in our prayers.

We invite congregations and individuals of the United Church of Christ to join in similar ways to pray for the individual schoolgirls abducted in Nigeria.  

Below are two suggestions for prayer:
1. If you have the names, say the name of the girl you are praying for, 

and offer this prayer for her throughout the day—enter its rhythm and embody its blessing and let it flow through you to her, her family, her captors, her seekers.
God be with her, God within her,

God behind her, God before her,

God beside her, God protect her,

God to comfort and empower her.

God beneath her, God above her,

God in quiet, God in danger,

God in hope of all that love her,

God in strength of all who seek her,

God in hearts of friend and stranger.

Prayer of St Patrick, 4th C , adapted
If you do not have the names, this same prayer can be used for all the girls together: 
God be with them, God within them,

God behind them, God before them,

God beside them, God protect them,

God to comfort and empower them.

God beneath them, God above them,

God in quiet, God in danger,

God in hope of all that love them,

God in strength of all who seek them,

God in hearts of friend and stranger.

Prayer of St Patrick, 4th C , adapted

2. Litany
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Suggested Musical Response:  “God Is Holding Your Life,” by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan

http://psalmimmersion.bandcamp.com/track/god-is-holding-your-life-ps-121
To prepare, print the names of the 177 girls who have been identified, plus 99 copies of “Child of God, name unknown,” on slips of paper.  Distribute them with bulletins, or have ushers pass baskets of names through the pews at the start of your prayer time, so that each person has the name of a girl for whom to pray.

This morning we join in prayer with the 276 Nigerian girls who were kidnapped from their school dormitory on April 15, and with the families who are desperate to find their daughters, sisters, granddaughters, nieces, and friends.

When I say, “God, in your mercy, hear our prayers for…” please respond by lifting up the name of the girl for whom you are praying.

Or, if your church does not have the names of the girls, adapt the response to:  God, in your mercy, hear our prayers for these girls, your beloved children. 

God of Sarah and Hagar,

God of Rachel and Leah, Zilpah and Bilhah,

God of Miriam and Elizabeth and Mary,

God of mothers and daughters everywhere, 

named and unnamed, known and unknown—

God, in your mercy, hear our prayers for…  [names].
God, in your mercy, hear our prayers for these girls, your beloved children. 

God, you have promised to be like a mother bear,

robbed of her cubs.

Send your fierce Spirit of protection to every girl.

God, in your mercy, hear our prayers for…  [names].

God, in your mercy, hear our prayers for these girls, your beloved children. 

God, you have promised to be like a mother hen

who shelters her children under the shadow of her wings.

Send your tender Spirit of safety to every girl.

God, in your mercy, hear our prayers for…  [names].
God, in your mercy, hear our prayers for these girls, your beloved children. 

God, you have promised to be like a nursing mother

who cannot forget her child.

Send your tenacious Spirit of love to every girl.

God, in your mercy, hear our prayers for…  [names].
God, in your mercy, hear our prayers for these girls, your beloved children. 

God, you have promised to count our tears

and collect them in your bottle.

Send your sweet Spirit of comfort to every heartbroken family,

God, in your mercy, hear our prayers for…  [names].
God, in your mercy, hear our prayers for these girls, your beloved children. 

God, you have promised to be with us wherever we may go,

from the highest heaven to the deepest pit.

Send your blazing Spirit of mercy to every jungle, every forest, every village, every hiding-place.

God, in your mercy, hear our prayers for…  [names].
God, in your mercy, hear our prayers for these girls, your beloved children. 

God, you have promised that there is not a thing in the world 

that can separate us from you.

And so we will pray without ceasing

until every girl is reunited with her family,

even as we trust that you already hold each one

in the palm of your hand,

in the heart of your heart.

God, in your mercy, hear our prayers for…  [names].
God, in your mercy, hear our prayers for these girls, your beloved children. 

We offer them in the name of Jesus,

your love made flesh.

Amen.
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