
Suggested  
Mission Moment #2

Mission: 1 –– That They May All Be 1
“Jesus is gathered with his disciples. It is Thursday night, the eve of the crucifixion. He 
has told them he is going away and that they cannot follow him . . . And then he prays 
. . . that they –– God, Jesus and the disciples –– may be as one. But then he extends his 
prayer, actually breaks it wide open until it stretches beyond the room, city, region, and 
even the time and history they occupy.  ‘And I ask not only on behalf of these,’ Jesus 
prays, ‘but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that they 
may all be one.’

“Did you hear that? Two thousand years ago, understandably focused on his impending
suffering and death, Jesus nevertheless turns his attention to us, actually prays for us.”*

Jesus’ prayer for us — “That they may all be one” — is the motto of the United Church of 
Christ. For more than 50 years since our founding, the UCC has worked to live out those 
words. We have sought to heal divisions even as we claim that the unity we seek is not the 
absence of disagreements — it is found in loving others in spite of them.  

Jesus’ prayer and his commandment to love our neighbor inspired the United Church of 
Christ’s special campaign, Mission:1. For 11 days from Nov. 1 to 11, we will be one united 
church on a shared mission to feed the hungry and confront food-related injustice.  

The goals for Mission:1 are . . . 1 million items of healthy food donated to the hungry; at least 
$111,111 to benefit Neighbors in Need food-related ministries and $111,111 to benefit East 
Africa famine relief efforts; and 11,111 letters to Congress asking for reform of U.S. foreign 
assistance in a way that more effectively helps the poor and hungry.

One church. One mission. Yet as we join together to fulfill Jesus’ prayer for us, we become so 
much more than 1!  

*from “A Bible Study for Mission:1” by Rev. Wendy Vander Hart, Associate Conference Minister, Massachusetts Conference, 
UCC, available at <http://www.ucc.org/mission1>.

 

Note: This Mission Moment will be the story used 
in the UCC Bulletin Service on Sunday, October 30, 2011.
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