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“…but for God all things are possible”.  
—Matthew 19:26

I can not begIn to descrIbe on paper how 
emotional it has been for me working on this issue of 
Common Lot. First and foremost, I offer thanks to the 
women who (joyfully and without hesitation) agreed 
to share their stories with you ref lecting on their 
journey over the last three years including the current 

rebuilding of their lives. I have no doubt that as you read 
these accounts you too will be moved by these personal 

experiences.

My initial encounter with gulf coast Ucc women post Katrina, was at the 
Mix in ’06 event when a large group gathered in Indianapolis for the joint 
women’s event. In talking with them I was struck by the positive, hopeful, 
god centeredness they shared in our conversations.

In July, 2006, through the support of the Hope shall bloom fund, a group of 
54 women from Mississippi and Louisiana, whose lives had been changed by 
hurricane Katrina, gathered for a retreat in new orleans. From the stories 
and faith-filled experience of that time together healing began. The prayers, 
stories and laments offered as they struggled to reclaim a sense of normalcy 
in their lives during that retreat emerged in the form of a booklet titled, 
Letters from my Sisters: Words of Wisdom and Comfort from Gulf Coast Women 
Survivors. (see page 14) This little booklet is indeed a wonderful gift from the 
54 women who gathered for that retreat and graciously agreed to share their 
struggles with all sisters in the United church of christ. 

Late last fall, during the southern regional Women’s gathering, I again 
had the opportunity to spend some time with several women who came by 
bus to worship with their sisters and witness to the current situations they 
encounter daily in the rebuilding of their lives. despite the current situations 
shared within these pages, over and over they said to me, “with god all things 
are possible”. I am in awe of their faithful witness, their love for god and 
hopefulness for the future. I pray you will share the stories in these pages 
with women in your local churches and together, continued mission and 
ministry will emerge to support our gulf coast sisters as they continue in the 
rebuilding process.

Sharing Our  
Common Lot

Deborah Bailey
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LOvING NEIGHBOR aS SELf: 
LONG-TERM REcOvERy IN fLORIDa

Reverend Karen Georgia Thompson

Debra is a 46-year-old single mother living in a rural 
part of Florida; she continues to work in education with 
over 17 years of employment and lives on a limited 
monthly income. In 2005, hurricane Wilma destroyed 
her roof, resulting in damages to her ceiling and other 
parts of the home. Her insurance did not cover the cost 
of the damages because her deductible was larger than 
her losses. She received $340.00 in assistance from the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), 
which was not enough to cover the total cost of repairs. 
She did some repairs to her roof but she could not 
complete all. 

For two years, Debra and her teenage daughter lived 
with partial repairs to their roof and severe damages 
to the interior of their home. Through the long-term 
recovery organization in her county, Debra was able 
to receive assistance in 2007. With funding from the 
Florida Conference United Church of Christ Disaster 
Ministry and assistance from volunteers, this family 
was able to receive the help they needed to restore their 
home and their lives to where they were before the 
hurricane. 

Work on Debra’s house was completed in February 
2008.

Stories like those of debra and her family are 
familiar to those involved in the long-term 

recovery efforts in Florida. We find working families 
who are unable to gather the resources to facilitate 
their recovery. Years beyond the hurricanes, these 
families are still struggling to repair their homes and 
restore their quality of life. 

Many awaiting help have exhausted resources. 
They are elderly. They are individuals who are low 
income or on a fixed income. They are individuals 
and families. some have developed health problems 
from living in mold-ridden homes or other health 
conditions from living in unsafe and unhealthy 
homes. their hope dwindles as time passes by.  
they wonder if their lives will ever return to 
where they were before 2004 and 2005 hurricane 
seasons.

The Florida conference Ucc disaster response 
Ministry continues to raise awareness and address the 
recovery needs in Florida. There are approximately 
10 counties in Florida, which are still involved in 
addressing client needs from the 2004 and 2005 
hurricane seasons. our work continues to meet the 
recovery needs across the state. The disaster Ministry 
office works with the long-term recovery committees 
providing them with volunteers as well as financial 
assistance, including support from one great Hour 
of sharing special funds, to rebuild homes in their 
communities.

charley, Frances, Ivan and Jeanne were on the 
lips of Floridians in the fall of 2004 as those named 
hurricanes made landfall and redefined the Florida 
landscape. as damage estimates came in following 
these 4 major hurricanes in 44 days, officials predicted 
a 3-5 year recovery period for the state.

When dennis, Katrina and Wilma made their 
way through Florida in 2005, they left in their 
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The Reverend Karen Georgia Thompson is the 
Associate Conference Minister for Disaster 
Response and Recovery, on the staff of the 
Florida Conference United Church of Christ.  She 
was called to serve in this capacity in July 2006.  
She previously served as Pastor of New Hope 
United Church of Christ, a new church start in 
DeLand, FL.  

Following the devastating hurricane season of 
2004, Rev. Thompson joined the FL Conference 
Disaster Ministry Team.  As a part of the Team, 
she served 5 counties on the northeast part of the 
state, assisting homeowners in the rebuilding of 
their homes and lives.  For two years, she worked 
tirelessly serving her congregation full-time and 
working nearly as many hours with the Disaster 
Ministry.  

She served on pastoral staffs in Durham, North 
Carolina and New York City.  Prior to answering 
the call to ministry, Rev. Thompson worked in 
the nonprofit community as Executive Director 
for agencies addressing women and children’s 
issues. 

She has her Master of Divinity from Union 
Theological Seminary in New York City, her 
Master’s in Public Administration from North 
Carolina Central University, and her Bachelor’s 
Degree in English Education from Brooklyn 
College.  Rev. Thompson resides in Miami with 
her son Patrick.

wake damages that were overshadowed by the 
devastation further west as Katrina made landfall. 
These hurricanes in 2005 added to existing damages 
sustained from the 2004 hurricanes. The predictions 
then were for a 3-5 year recovery from those 
hurricanes of 2005. The tornados of 2006 and 2007 
affected areas still involved in recovery efforts. as 
long-term recovery agencies conducted assessments, 
they found many individuals requiring assistance 
with 2004 and 2005 damages. 

We still need volunteers in Florida to assist 
with continued rebuild efforts. Long-term recovery 
organizations are able to leverage the limited 
resources they have by using volunteer labor on many 
of their construction and repair projects. by utilizing 
volunteers, the recovery organizations significantly 
reduce the cost of rebuild efforts and organizations 
are able to use the value of this donated labor as 
matching dollars for some of the funds they receive.

the volunteers that assist with these homes 
instill hope in the many they assist. they are a 
demonstration of the love of christ at work in the 
world. These volunteers show up with hammers and 
nails ready to make a difference, in service to others. 
They are from different parts of the country. They are 
a diverse group, willing to share of themselves and 
to give back to their neighbors in Florida regardless 
of where their group originated. These volunteers 
demonstrate what Jesus says is the second greatest 
commandment: 

Reflection Questions
1. How can we continue to help our 

neighbors in need when the media 
attention shifts elsewhere? 

2. What does it mean for us as Christians to 
bring and to be the love of Jesus in the life 
of others? 

3. How do we provide hope to the many in 
our world that are in need and think no 
one cares?

A D v e R T I S e M e N T

“You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself”

Matthew 22:39.
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Reverend Bernice Powell Jackson

Just before the Louisiana presidential primary 
two of us sat listening to one of the candidates 

who was speaking at tulane University. He told the 
story of how, in the days after Hurricane Katrina, he 
visited those evacuees who were in the astrodome 
in Houston. one woman, he related, said to him, 
“before the storm we had nothing. now we have less 
than nothing.”

That, unfortunately, is the struggle of too many 
women in new orleans and from new orleans in 
these more than two years now since the storm and 
the failure of the levees. 

When I asked our bible study class to talk about 
the myriad of issues facing women, they spoke from 
their hearts and their own experiences. They lifted 
up the urgent need for affordable housing in new 
orleans, which seems to only have room for those 
who can pay rents which have doubled since the 
storm. this is particularly true for renters, who 
received no assistance from the federal government 
grants, which are called road Home funds in La. 
but even homeowners are f inding it diff icult to 
hold on to homes, when insurance costs and taxes 
have dramatically increased and many have only 
received road Home funds in the last two or three 
months.

Then there are concerns about access to health 
care in a city where many doctors and medical 
professionals have not returned and there are many 
fewer hospitals. That is particularly true for the poor 
and uninsured since charity Hospital has not re-
opened. as a result, health crises are soaring and 
deaths have increased greatly. While everyone in 
new orleans suffers from the lack of mental health 
facilities, women, in particular, carry the heavy 
burden of stress and dealing with the mental health 
of their whole families. 

Many are still living in the tiny and unsafe 
FeMa trailers, which contributes to mental health 
problems, including substance abuse and domestic 
violence. “You can’t raise a family in a trailer,” said 
one of our bible study group. 

safety issues are also on the minds of women in 
new orleans. There has been a dramatic increase in 
violence in the city over the past months. The fact 
that there are no recreational programs for young 
people undoubtedly contributes to this. 

Mothers in new orleans struggle with public 
education needs in a city where the old system was 
dismantled and has been replaced by a new three part 
educational system. Many school buildings remain 
closed and others have inadequate supplies. There 
is very little offered in the way of special education 
for a traumatized school population and mothers are 
left to fend for their children. It is not surprising, 
then, that there are more stories of mothers simply 
abandoning their children, leaving them for the 
child welfare system to manage. 

senior women have been all but forgotten, our 
members pointed out. There are few activities and 
services targeted for them.

The amazing thing, however, is that in spite of 
all of this, in spite of these many struggles, in spite 
of broken promises and overwhelming needs, the 
women of new orleans have not lost their spirit and 
I count it a blessing to be among them. They have not 
lost their faith in a god of justice and mercy. and 
through the outreach by so many women around 
the country to new orleans, they have made new 
friends for the journey.

fROM NOTHING  
TO LESS THaN NOTHING

Debra Joseph and Rev. Bernice Powell Jackson at Good 
Shepherd UCC in Metarie. Photo courtesy Loey Powell.
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as one said to me when I first arrived in new 
orleans, “We didn’t realize how materialistic we 
were until we lost everything. and then we realized 
what is really important.”

The Rev. Bernice Powell Jackson has been serving 
as Interim Minister at Beecher Memorial UCC in 
New Orleans since September 2006. These stories 
come from the women in her weekly Bible Study 
class.

Reflection Questions
1. How would you maintain your spirit and 

faith if you were facing the daily injustices 
that challenge women along the Gulf coast?

2. As the writer states, do we realize how 
materialistic we are? Do we have to lose 
everything to determine what is really 
important?

Statistics on UCC volunteers  
in the Gulf Coast Region since Katrina, Rita and Wilma:

Since 2005, we’ve had 45 Partners in 
Service volunteers (full-time, long-term 
volunteers of 1 -12 month placements) 
serving in disaster recovery in response  
to Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma.  
Partners in Service volunteers in disaster 
recovery have served in New Orleans 
through the South Central Conference  
UCC Disaster Ministries, Biloxi, MS through 
Back Bay Mission, and the FL Conference 
UCC Disaster Ministries.  

Back Bay Mission, 2006
• 74 groups with 1078 short term 
(week-long) volunteers

Back Bay Mission, 2007
• Completed 27 projects in the cities 
of Biloxi and Gulfport

• 99 groups with 1357 short term 
volunteers

south central conference,  
new orleans, 2005-2006*

• 94 groups with 1346 short term 
volunteers

south central conference,  
new orleans, 2007

• 111 groups with 1352 short term 
volunteers

*One group was comprised of National 
UCC Staff members (Dec. ’06)

Thanks to Mary Schaller Blaufuss,  
Executive for Volunteer Ministries with 
Wider Church Ministries for this information.  

For registration information, disaster 
recovery and other mission trip or  
long-term volunteer opportunities  
within the United States visit the UCC 
Volunteer Ministries webpage  
http://www.ucc.org/volunteer
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cRISIS OR OPPORTUNITy
Hulan Brown

Post-Katrina new orleans continues to face a 
variety of challenges even after three years in its 

struggle to recover. However, this can be seen as prime 
opportunities to jump start the housing market in our 
communities. 

abandoned houses dot the landscape throughout 
our city. Homeless people can be seen huddled near 
the tents they have erected under the bridge along 
north claiborne street. Many people continue to live 
in FeMa trailers that have been classified as unsafe 
because of high formaldehyde levels that were used in 
the building materials. rents are higher than ever in 
this city where historically renters have made up more 
than 53% of the population.

Five months after Katrina my husband and I con-
sidered ourselves blessed to be able to locate and rent 
one side of a duplex shot-gun style one bedroom apart-
ment for $1800.00 plus utilities. The landlord, a single 
woman, lived in the other side. she had lost her job 
because of Katrina. We were happy to get the place and 
she was happy to have us as tenants. since we had been 
recent homeowners ourselves, we treated her property 
like we would our home. We cut the grass sometimes 
and did various minor repairs ourselves. almost two 
years later, we moved in order to have more space. We 
were able to rent three bedrooms and two full baths 
for $1750.00 a month plus utilities. This place provid-
ed covered parking and a host of other extras.

More and more rentals are becoming available every 
day. but, according to research done by The Jeremiah 
group, an ecumenical organization of churches and 
businesses, current rental rates are making it very 
difficult for working middle-income families to live in 
new orleans today. a hotel worker will pay 86.4% 
of their salary for rent. While a starting police officer 
would pay 49% of the average salary and a musician 
47.6%. an educator will pay 41.2% and a healthcare 
worker will pay 37.4%. according to federal guidelines, 
any amount over 30% of a family’s income spent on 
rent is not affordable. 

The state of Louisiana will be taking ownership 
of about 15,000 properties from people who sold 
their homes to the road Home Program. If these 
properties continue to sit vacant they will add to the 

blight in our city. However, many of them can be 
used to help working families who qualify become 
homeowners who will have a vested interest in the 
welfare of their neighborhoods.

Various community groups have organized 
to address the housing problem. some want the 
road Home Program to release properties in their 
neighborhoods to them so that they can rebuild 
new quality housing that will provide affordable 
rentals to tenants with mixed incomes. Members 
of the Jeremiah group Housing task Force have 
proposed a strategy to create the most significant 
increase in homeownership in new orleans history. 
If the Louisiana recovery authority would create 
a $75 million Homeownership Fund for “soft-
second mortgages” this will put up to $50,000 in 
zero-interest loans in the hands of families who 
are currently paying high rents but want to become 
homeowners. It will also make sure that blighted 
properties get developed quickly as quality housing 
that will in turn build wealth for working families 
while stabilizing our devastated neighborhoods.

The question is will the state of Louisiana become 
a “slum lord” that perpetuates blight and instability 
which nurtures a climate of crime and violence? or 
will the state of Louisiana seize this opportunity and 
use these tools that have been presented to them?

Hulen Brown, is a graduate of both Elon University 
and North Carolina Central University. Married 28 
years to Rev. Wilmer Brown, she has 9 children, 
18 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren. A 
member of Central/St Matthew United Church of 
Christ she is active on the Social Action Committee, 
choir and Bible study fellowship. She is a Global 
Missions interpreter, Back Bay Mission Board 
member and faculty member for Facilitation 
Leadership Training Institute.

 

Reflection Question
 Could you feel “blessed” if you were being 

forced to pay exorbitant rents over and 
above the costs of your former homesite?
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NEw ORLEaNS: THIRTy MONTHS  
afTER HURRIcaNE KaTRINa

Debra Joseph

I have lived in new orleans all of my life. My 
family and I were evacuated from our homes on 

august 29, 2005, and five days later were relocated to 
Houston, texas. My brother continues to reside there 
because of medical needs, but I returned in october 
of 2005 to begin the process of rehabbing the family 
properties. From January, 2006, until december of 
2007, I resided in a FeMa “formaldehyde” trailer 
parked on my front lawn.

Thirty months after Katrina, we struggle with the 
daily challenges of our lives. I know that god has 
to be present in our lives everyday for us to continue 
to survive. there are times when the challenges 
overwhelm us but you shed a tear and get back on 
the road finding peace and encouragement along the 
journey from god, friends, family and strangers.

In the african american communities here, less 
than 50% of the homeowners have returned. the 
Lower ninth Ward – which was not opened to the 
community until January, 2006 – has less than 10% 
of its people back. In all communities that were 
flooded, many of the houses remain boarded up with 
walls gutted and blue tarp on the roofs. Many houses 
are for sale or have already been purchased by the 
state through the road Home recovery Program. 
Many families are waiting for the road Home 
grant funds to begin rehabbing their homes. They 
are waiting for successions to be finalized, property 
liens to be cleared, and/or buildings to be cleared for 

demolition. Unfortunately, many are being scammed 
by contractors or workers.

Half of the city budget for new orleans is based 
on tourism dollars. there are few corporate tax 
dollars to support the budget and over the past 10 
years, businesses have moved to other parishes. High 
paying jobs are scarce. to live here, one must survive 
higher rent , food, gas and insurance costs.

the school system, not great before Katrina, 
continues to fall short of providing quality education 
for our children, the majority of whom are african 
american. Many children, with or without special 
needs, are not enrolled in a school at all, and many 
schools are dealing with youth who live in the city 
without their parents but with another relative. 

something as basic as mail delivery is uneven 
around the area. some receive mail delivered to 
their doors, other go to a neighborhood mail box 
area, others have curbside delivery. Mail is often 
returned to the sender without any notification to 
the addressee and many areas have no postal station 
at all. Public library branches are still closed and 
may not be reopened at all in some communities.

churches of all denominations continue to struggle 
with reduced membership and finances. some have 
merged with other congregations. The two african 
american Ucc church buildings in new orleans 
have not been rehabbed completely.

Homelessness also plagues the city officials. In 

RIGHT: Debra Joseph’s gutted house.
BELOW: Debra Joseph’s renovated 
kitchen.

Photos courtesy Loey Powell.
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2007, 12,000 homeless persons were living on the 
property in front of city Hall. some have received 
housing but many others live in tents under the bridge 
on north claiborne avenue and canal street. The 
city will open a mission site (large tented building 
with bunk beds but the residents will not be able to 
stay there during the day). about 40% of the homeless 
have jobs but cannot afford housing since rents have 
skyrocketed. Health care, for all living in new 
orleans, with or without insurance, is a challenge. 
Hospital beds are limited ,in all hospital, because of 
limited doctors, nurses and health care staff. Mental 
health care is the biggest challenge because there are 
fewer mental health beds than before the storm.

I know that god has a plan for each one of us. 
The plan is bigger than anyone can comprehend or 
understand. god has blessed me with a beautiful 
rehabbed home. I have been blessed with so many 
new friends from around the country – friends who 

have worked on my house and friends who have 
supported me on my journey. all of the Katrina 
survivors have lost much, but we have not lost god 
in our lives, guiding us and strengthening us, and 
providing for us. The bigger picture is that god is in 
charge of it all.

Debra Joseph is a member at Beecher Memorial 
UCC in New Orleans and currently serves as Vice 
Chair of the Board of Directors for Local Church 
Ministries.

Reflection Question
Try to imagine how you would deal without 
basic services like daily mail delivery or 
healthcare services from your provider.  
Do you think God has a plan for each  
one of us?

I know that God has a plan for each one of us.  
The plan is bigger than anyone can comprehend or understand.

A D v e R T I S e M e N T
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LOOKING BacK…
Jenise Green

Looking back at hurricane Katrina I think how 
one day can change your life forever. I evacuated 

on sunday august 28, 2005, the day before Katrina 
hit, with my brother Michael and my grandmother 
who was 94 at the time. My mother, on a cruise, was 
scheduled to return on saturday august 27, 2005. 
approaching weather forced her boat to dock in 
galveston, tX. We evacuated to Houston, tX to stay 
with my best friend Pam her husband Patrick and 
their dog rembrandt (remy). 

We only packed for a few days thinking we would 
be home by tuesday. The trip which is normally a 
7 hour drive took 17 hours. Then when Katrina hit 
the gulf coast phone lines went down including cell 
phones. You could only text, which I had not done 
before, but fortunately the wireless staff walked me 
through it. It took almost two weeks to get in touch 
with Mama. We knew she was okay, but she did not 
know about us. on the day I finally spoke with her, 
I prayed before I made the call, “god I really need to 
talk to Mama to let her know we are okay”. I had not 
done that the other times. The first thing I remember 
her asking me was, “Where are you, come get me”. 
Then she wanted to know about her grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. I told her, “Let’s get you 
here first”. They had stayed home, and the last time 
we talked to them they were making their way up to 
the roof because the water was rising. It was nearly 
a month later before we found them at a shelter in 

Louisiana. Mama hadn’t taken the news well and 
got very depressed. 

Watching tV with the water rising, tears rolling 
down my eyes, I knew life would never be the same. 
I finally got back into the city early september and 
could not believe what I saw. It wasn’t my home 
anymore, instead it was like the twilight zone — dead 
grass, no birds, no sign of life. I took some pictures 
to send Mama who was in Los angeles with granny 
because of Hurricane rita threatening the La/texas 
border. she phoned to say how sorry she was for me 
but I told her, “Your home is in the pictures too”. We 
talked about how hard I had worked to get into my 
home and how sorry she felt for me. 

In september my job called me back after they 
had relocated to Houston. by mid-november an 
announcement was made that the job was going 
back home. Unfortunately I had no where in new 
orleans to live because all my family had lost there 
homes. I was told if I did not report back by october 
21, 2007 I would be terminated. I told my supervisor 
if was meant for me to go home the Lord would have 
to work it out. a few days later I was called into 
the office and told an apartment was available if I 
wanted it. after talking with family I accepted it. 
When we got to the apartment october 19, 2007 it 
needed a lot of cleaning. The rent was $950.00, twice 
my house note. I kept praying for god to lead me 
and it did. once we had the apartment decent we 

HURRIcanE KaTRIna DEvaSTaTIOn HOME aGaIn

Photos courtsey Jenise Green.
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sent for Mama and granny. We had lost everything 
and we needed to be together to lift each other up. 

I couldn’t enter my home until January 2006 to 
see what could be salvaged. The water had been an 
inch from the ceiling. I started pulling stuff out a 
neighbor from the next block came up and said, 
“stop looking so down, god has a blessing in store 
for you”. I have tears in my eyes thinking back to 
that day, although I asked god to lead me, it was 
difficult seeing all my hard work destroyed. 

I went back to my home once a month for 4 hours 
until everything was out. My best friend of 30 years 
tracy came to help me get stuff out. she only had 
a foot of water so she was back in her home. I had 
shown her pictures of my place so she would not be 
overwhelmed when she got there. sadly, pictures didn’t 
do justice to the damage and when she arrived all she 
could do was sit on my ice chest and cry. a church 
member drove by checking on church member’s 
properties and helped me pull out my refrigerator, 
stove, washer and dryer. I was so happy to see him. 
by March I had finished getting everything out, and 
the clearing process helped provide me closure. 

We started having church at our sister church in 
Metairie and it was good seeing the church members. 
our bond is stronger today because of what we went 
through. Pastor alan coe, head of the Ucc disas-
ter Ministry, worshipped with us one week and after 
service told us that the United church of christ was 

preparing a program to help the members. This was my 
blessing! With his help along with all the other volun-
teers, I moved back to my home June 29, 2007 along 
with Mama, granny who is now 97 and Michael. 

We have had church service in our gutted out 
church for over a year now. and bible study in a 
church member’s trailer. I now realize god blessed 
me all through Katrina, I could not see it then but I 
do now. The blessing is that all my family and friends 
made it through Katrina. We may not be able to see 
each other like we used to, but we are alive and healthy 
and a phone call away, everyone is okay. 

Looking back, I was truly fortunate not to have 
been in the superdome or on a roof top, but rather with 
friends who wanted us there. god led me to my friend 
Pam. When she was growing up in Miami, her family 
lived through Hurricane andrew. Her dad advised me 
about insurance and other business. Her mom was my 
size and sent me boxes of clothes. My sister gathered 
clothes from friends and church members in Iowa, 
where she attends school, and sent them to us.

The second blessing was my job. so many people 
lost their job the day Katrina hit. I was blessed, I still 
had a pay check and never missed paying a bill. In 
fact, I still have the same job. god sent me back to 
work to the same routine I had before Katrina to get 
me back on track. 

Many of my co workers went through similar 
experiences so they understood when you had to 

Looking back, I was truly fortunate not to have been in the  
superdome or on a roof top, but rather with friends who wanted us there. 

REBUILDInG WITH THE HELp Of OTHERS

Photos courtsey Jenise Green.
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leave on your lunch break to meet with the plumber, 
contractor, etc.

the third blessing was the apartment we stayed 
in for 22 months. the rent started at $950.00 and 
when we left the rent was $1050.00 and soon about 
to increase. My supervisor could have asked any one 
if they wanted that apartment but they asked me, I 
believe it was in god’s plan.

The fourth blessing is my neighbors. I have the same 
neighbors I had before Katrina. but before Katrina, we 
just spoke while gong into our homes, now we are a 
family. We have neighborhood meetings and really 
look out for one another. We are truly a family, and 
they really looked out for me during the rebuilding 
process. We have been on tV, protesting for services 
in our area, after almost 3 years we have no hospital or 
shopping area. We continue to attend meeting regularly 
seeking new development opportunities for our area.

The fifth, but certainly not last blessing is, I never 
thought I would be back home until I met Pastor 
coe. I was truly blessed by all the volunteers that 
took time out for their lives to help me rebuild. so 
many people were taken advantage of by contactors. 

now I try to encourage other people telling them 
god has a plan and we have to be patient and wait.

Jenise Green lives in New Orleans, Louisiana 
and works in a local bank. She is active both at 
her church, Beecher Memorial UCC, and in her 
neighborhood. 

Reflection Question
Have you ever been separated from your 
family and not known how to reach them?
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THE LONG ROaD TO REcOvERy
aLONG THE MISSISSIPPI GULf cOaST

Reverend Shari Prestemon

Patience Harris stands with me on the street 
where she has lived for over thirty years in biloxi, 

Mississippi. behind her sits the small, nondescript 
FeMa trailer that has been her home since the 
vicious winds and waters of Hurricane Katrina took 
everything she owned. next to the FeMa trailer, 
a new house is being completed for Mrs. Harris by 
back bay Mission, a community ministry of the 
United church of christ. as Ucc volunteers labor 
away, Patience beams at the thought of soon living 
more securely, after so many grueling months of loss 
and heartache. 

Her home and possessions are not all she has lost. 
In the first months after Katrina, Mrs. Harris was 
one of many victimized by scamming contractors 
who promised everything and delivered nothing. In 
her case, she gave one such contractor every dime 
of $45,000 she’d collected from FeMa and her 
insurance company. He disappeared without working 
a single day on her property.

 I ask Patience about the houses scattered forlornly 
around us, the people who used to be her neighbors. 
The street seems rather bleak, I think, lacking life 
and hope. one by one she tells the bitter story of 
the hurricane’s impact on her little neighborhood. 
several houses have been all but abandoned by 
their occupants. one awaits rehabilitation while the 
homeowners live with family elsewhere. The empty 
lots across the street from her house are all that’s left 
of homes and lives that used to reside there. “How 
does it feel,” I ask simply, “to be in this neighborhood 
now?” “sad,” she answers, “it feels sad.”

across the Mississippi gulf coast region, there 
are thousands of individuals like Patience Harris. In 
some ways, Patience is one of the lucky ones. Her 
home has been rebuilt thanks to volunteer labor 
and grants. Yet so many others are still seeking a 
solution to the tragedy thrust upon them on august 
29, 2005. Many of them reside in more than 10,000 
FeMa trailers still in Mississippi; the center for 

Getting tools. Picture courtesy of Peg Jacobs.



Letters from My Sisters  
is a series of booklets for women to share 
words of comfort and wisdom gained while 
experiencing the challenges that life has to 
offer. These letters are offered as a way of 
bringing hope and strengthening faith.

Words of Wisdom  
and Comfort for  
Women from Gulf  
Coast Women 
Survivors…$3.00

• Also in the series •

Words of Wisdom and Comfort for Women Living with 
Domestic Violence—Women and Children…$3.00

Words of Wisdom and Comfort for Women Living with  
Our decision about Reproductive Choice…$3.00

Words of Wisdom and Comfort for Women Living with the 
Experience of Breast Cancer…$1.50

Words of Wisdom and Comfort for Women Living with  
Disabilities…$1.50

Words of Wisdom and Comfort for Women Living with a 
Brain Disorder Commonly Known as Mental Illness…$1.50

This series is coordinated by the Minister for Women’s 
Concerns, Worship and Education Ministry Team, 
Local Church Ministries, A Covenanted Ministry of the 
United Church of Christ.

To order these and other women’s resources, call 
United Church of Christ Resources at 800-537-3394, 
Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m.–4:30 P.m. ET.

A D v e R T I S e M e N T

14 common lot • no. 113

disease control recently reported that the level of 
formaldehyde in these trailers is 5 times higher than 
the reasonable and safe levels. now not only must 
they worry about what such news means for their 
health, but they must also search for alternative 
housing solutions in an area where the cost of housing 
has risen 30-40%, often more in the case of rentals. 
real options seem few and far between. 

In the face of such hardships, the work of 
organizations like back bay Mission is essential. 
advocacy efforts and direct client service go hand 
in hand as we try to make our dent in the process of 
seeking wholistic and just recovery. United church 
of christ volunteers are a continuing source of real 

help and hope as work progresses to restore homes in 
lower income neighborhoods. and bringing a word 
of hope and faith to those still wracked with grief is 
a life-giving ministry.

standing there on that desolate stretch of 
pavement with Mrs. Harris, I marveled once again 
at the enormous devastation of Hurricane Katrina 
to homes, to lives, to communities. even now,  
2-1/2 years later, the impact of it all is staggering. 
but amidst the challenge and heartache still lies an 
unquenchable belief that god is somehow working 
a way through it, creating new life out of utter ruin. 
Thanks be to god!

Shari Prestemon, ordained clergy in the United 
Church of Christ, has served as Back Bay Mission 
(BBM) since 2000. She previously served UCC 
congregations in Illinois and Wisconsin and has 
been actively involved in the wider ministries of 
the UCC since high school. She is a community 
leader on the Mississippi Gulf Coast and continues 
to work to restore the BBM campus and expand 
BBM ministries.

Reflection Question
What are some ways you or your church  
can support rebuilding from a distance?

Using tools. Picture courtesy of Peg Jacobs.
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Women and Justice
yOU DON’T OfTEN HavE a cHaNcE TO 

SEE GOD aT wORK!
Loey Powell

You don’t often have a chance 
to see god at work.” so said 

the rev. brenda square, a member 
of beecher Memorial Ucc in new 
orleans, as she took the members of 
the decade to overcome Violence 

committee (World council of churches) on a tour 
of the church. 

The walls still need drywall, the new space for 
their kitchen needs sinks, stoves, refrigerators and 
cupboards. The room where the women who do their 
Quilting Ministry needs flooring and lights. They 
don’t yet have a constant hook up to electricity but are 
able to have power each sunday for worship. Just last 
week, beecher received approval for their permits to 
finish fixing up their building so hopefully the work 
can progress more quickly now.

What struck us most as we went from room to 
room in their very modestly sized church was the 
faith expressed by rev. square. “We didn’t do this 
– god has done this. You don’t often have a chance 
to see god at work.” In this issue of Common Lot, 
you will also read in the article by the rev. bernice 
Powell Jackson, Interim Minister at beecher, that in 
spite of the difficulties people in new orleans face 
every day, the women of her bible study group have 

not lost their spirit or their faith in god. rebuilding 
a building is one thing – very concrete and definable, 
something that requires permits and processes – but 
rebuilding lives is something else. Where do you 
get a permit for that? How do you know when it is 
accomplished?

this was my third trip to new orleans post-
Katrina. The doV committee went there because, at 
the urging of bernice who serves as the President for 
the U.s. conference of the Wcc, an international 
delegation visited there as a “Living Letter” group. (You 
can read their report at: www.overcomingviolence.
org and click on the Living Letters box.) and so we 
went, too, hosted by, in part, churches supporting 
churches (www.cscneworleans.org), an organization 
established to provide partnerships with churches in 
new orleans. 

I was reminded again of the two worlds in which 
we live – one for the rich, another for the poor. The 
Lower ninth Ward evidences some revitalization but 
for the most part still looks like a wasteland where 
once vibrant communities lived. The homeless live 
in tents under bridges within walking distance of 
the French Quarter and the superdome – places the 
Pr campaigns about new orleans lift up as signs of 
the rebirth of the city. Mental health issues hamper 

Lower 9th Ward, 2 years after Katrina, the rubble 
remains. 

Lower 9th ward Health clinic.  
Photo courtesy Loey Powell.
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many person’s ability to navigate a complex system 
of governmental bureaucracy, and city rules are now 
clamping down on things like overgrown yards (one 
can be fined $500 per day for not mowing – how do 
you mow your lawn when there is no house anymore 
and you have relocated to oakland while you try to 
recover your life in new orleans?)

I was honored to join debra Joseph for dinner at 
her home in the gentilly area of the city. The last 
time I visited her, she was still in a FeMa trailer 
parked in her front yard and you could see through 
the studs from the front of the house to the back. 
now she is living in her home and attending to the 
f inishing touches. debra was on the Mix in ’06 
Planning team and missed only one meeting – the 
meeting that came right after Hurricane Katrina. 
now she also serves as Vice-President of the board 
of directors for Local church Ministries. since 
Katrina, debra has lost her mother and makes 
regular trips to Houston to care for her brother. and 
yet, as you read her story, you will feel the strength 
of her faith, a faith which has sustained her through 
more trauma and trial than most of us ever know in 
our own lifetimes.

Justice and Witness Ministries has a staff team 
which is working on the ongoing justice issues which 
need addressing in the gulf coast. Most of our 
focus has been on new orleans and Jena, Louisiana. 
I am working on how women have been particularly 
impacted by the affect of the hurricanes. We know 
that the level of domestic violence has escalated as 
families lived in tight quarters inside FeMa trailers, 
as jobs disappeared, as the economic and emotional 
stress of recovery sunk in. We know that depression 
is a serious reality for many women and men, 
including pastors who are dealing not only with their 
own lives but are called upon to provide support for 
their members. We know that reproductive health 
services disappeared in new orleans and access to 
information and care is few and far between.

I am very grateful for the stories included in this 
issue of Common Lot. I hope you hear the depth of 
their truths in their words. I hope that you pray for 
them, and pray for this country which has gotten 
its priorities seriously out of whack. I hope that you 
will consider finding a way to support them and our 
Ucc churches and ministries in the region which are 
committed to being there for the long haul. I would 
be glad to talk with you about what you might do.

I hope that you see god at work through them.

A D v e R T I S e M e N T

interested in serving as a 
regional ucc woMen in Mission
woMen’s Ministry consultants?

As a Women’s Ministry consultant you would have the 
opportunity to assist women through resource sharing, 
workshops and other women’s ministry events in your 
region.

Each region will be assigned two consultants, who 
together will determine how best to meet the needs 
within their region.

responsibilities include
•  Attending an annual Women’s Ministry consultants 

training event
•  Assessing the needs of local church women across 

your region
•  Follow up with women’s programming opportunities 

in two or three conferences

events or Programs
•  Provide follow up contact and support of 

Conference women’s groups in your region
•  Provide follow up contact and support with 

Conference staff that relate to women’s  ministry 
across the region

•  Participate in and support regional women’s 
gatherings as requested

•  Provide workshops or trainings related to women’s 
programming

•  Provide regional communication and promotion 
of national women’s events  (ie: national women’s 
meeting, Honored Lay Women)

compensation and reimbursement of expenses
•  Women’s Ministry consultants will receive a small 

stipend for attending an annual consultants training 
events

•  Women’s Ministry consultants will receive a small 
stipend for follow up contacts,  training and support 
per conference women’s structure  (upon receipt of 
a report of service provided)

•  Women’s Ministry consultants will receive a small 
stipend for phone calls, planning and participation 
in conference wide women’s events

•  A small honoraria for leadership in conference/
regional events (ie. Conference annual meetings, 
conference/regional women’s gatherings)

•  All reasonable expenses related to these events 
(travel, room and board, telephone, mailing costs, 
supplies) will be reimbursed, according to Local 
Church Ministries guidelines

•  Women’s Ministry consultants will be provided with 
curriculum and resource samples.

for further information or to request an 
application form email velezd@ucc.org or  

call toll free 866.822.8224 ext. 3876
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faMILIES’ NEEDS UNMET aS ScHOOL 
SERvIcES REMaIN SHaTTERED

Jan Resseger

“For many poor children, schools… provide a source 
of stability that often is lacking in other parts of 
their lives... because they are typically the only social 
institution that provides a consistent source of stability 
and support to impoverished families. For this reason, 
those who castigate and disparage urban public schools 
without offering viable solutions for improving or 
replacing them jeopardize the interests of those who 
depend on them.” 

—dr. Pedro noguera,  
city schools and the american dream1

If you are a mother or grandmother, you will 
understand the role public schools play in the life 

of your family. not only do schools educate your 
children, but they also care for your children during 
at least six hours every day, when you attend to the 
things you need to do to keep your family functioning. 
Maybe you work during those hours. Maybe you do 
errands. 

Mothers returning to new orleans at any time 
since september of 2005 may need those hours while 
children are safely at school to gut out a house and 
install new sheetrock, coordinate the relocation of 
other family members, look for a job, try to patch 
together health and social services, or look for 
additional child care in a city where two-thirds of 
day-care centers remain closed.

But while most American mothers just 
assume they can enroll their children and 
promptly drop them off at a new school, 

such a privilege has not been available to 
parents returning to New Orleans.

What was once a centralized, district-run school 
system has been fragmented. at the beginning of 
the 2007-2008 school year, 85 “public” schools were 
described on a new orleans schools website as 
governed by two districts… plus. The rsd (Louisiana 
recovery school district) is reported to operate 37 

schools and the oPsb (orleans Parish school board) 
5 schools. There are 43 charter schools today in new 
orleans: 29 chartered by the rsd; 12 chartered by 
the oPsb; and 2 chartered by the Louisiana board 
for elementary and secondary education.2 More 
than half the schools—educating over 60 percent of 
public school students—are now charters, making 
new orleans the school district with the highest 
proportion of charter schools in the nation.

While its proponents said the charter experiment 
would expand parental choice, the district ’s 
fragmentation has instead created a confusing maze 
of possibilities and false expectations. after 300 
students spent January of 2007 out of school on a 
waiting list, finally in november 2007, the rsd 
responded by setting up a Welcome school to receive 
children returning to new orleans and quickly find 
them a place in an rsd school.3

 on January 30, 2008, both districts and all 
charter schools f inally agreed on a “common 
application” to be used for all schools for 2008-2009 
school year, although parents are still advised to 
fill out a separate copy of the application for each 
school to which each child is making application. 
after schools notify parents of acceptances in March 
2008, parents have been told they still must take the 
necessary documents directly to the school by March 
28 to officially reserve a seat for next fall.4 Parents 
must themselves deal with the reality that several 
children may be accepted to different schools, some 
of which do not provide transportation. 

Policies continue to exclude children from 
particular schools. according to a June 2007 district-
wide study, “ten schools (17 percent) have selective 
enrollment policies; 36 schools (62 percent) have 
caps on enrollment; and 9 schools (16 percent) do 
not provide traditional school bus transportation.”5 
With all selective slots f illed for fall by March 
2008, families moving back to new orleans during 
the summer will not have choices, but will instead 
find their children placed in open-enrollment rsd 
schools.
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Parents of children with special needs 
have faced the most difficult challenges, 

because many charter schools have 
excluded children with cognitive and/or 

behavioral disabilities. 

While charter schools are now required to accept 
a percentage of special education students, many do 
not yet offer a range of services, and the percentage 
of identified special needs children remains far lower 
in charter than in rsd schools. because each charter 
school is governed by its own board of directors, 
addressing systemic opportunity remains difficult. 
In a recent Times-Picayune report, one charter 
school board member blithely dismissed her school’s 
responsibility for special education: “How does one 
plan a program in advance for a child you did not 
know existed? should we have classrooms reserved 
with teachers and aides hired for the visually impaired, 
in case a child enrolls with those exceptionalities?”6 
Most american parents take the presence of such 
services for granted in their public schools; indeed 
special education services are guaranteed by the 
Individuals with disabilities education act.

Leaving new orleans in september 2005, civil 
rights attorney tracie Washington moved twice, 
first after Hurricane Katrina and again after rita. 
each time, without the school records destroyed in 
the f loods, she took her son to the neighborhood 

middle school: “I said, ‘he’s in the seventh grade,’ 
and both times they just took him. He stayed at 
school and I could go do the things I needed to do 
to put our lives back together.” For most american 
parents that’s how it works. as an attorney, however, 
Ms. Washington now represents parents who are 
unable to find access to appropriate education for 
their children in new orleans.

Jan Resseger serves as the lay Minister for Public 
Education and Witness in the United Church of 
Christ’s Justice and Witness Ministries. Jan has 
been working with a number of groups in New 
Orleans to advocate for restoration of democracy 
through a unified and democratically elected 
school board that permits public access to 
decision making. The goal is unification of all the 
schools with a shared mission, equalized funding, 
and a coherent and uniform curriculum to serve 
children who move frequently and therefore 
change schools.

1 Pedro noguera, City Schools and the American Dream: Reclaiming the Promise of Public Education (new York: teachers  
college Press, 2003), p. 6.

2 “Public schools in new orleans—Fall 2007,” on-line guide published by the Louisiana recovery school district,  
http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/uploads/9461.PdF, accessed February 14, 2008.

3 Lesli a. Maxwell,“ ‘Welcome school eases Post-Katrina Placements,” Education Week online, november 26, 2007,  
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2007/11/26/13nola_web.h27.html?print=1, accessed February 13, 2008.

4 “common Form Unveiled to streamline application Process for new orleans schools,” press release from  
Louisiana department of education recovery school district, 1/30/08. accessed on-line at  
http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/comm/pressrelease.aspx?Pr=974 on February 14, 2008.

5 The boston consulting group for the greater new orleans education Foundation, the scott s. cowen Institute for Public education 
Initiatives, and the new orleans city council education committee, The State of Public Education in New Orleans, June 2007, p. 25.

6 sarah carr, “charters struggle with special education: They Lack teachers, administrative expertise, access to Paperwork,”  
New Orleans Times-Picayune, sunday, January 6, 2008.

Reflection Question
1. What school services do you think parents 

should be able just to take for granted for 
their children?  

2. How does it make you feel when you 
realize these services are not available for 
all children across the United States?
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wOMEN IN INTERNaTIONaL MISSION
Ana Gobledale

‘You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your 

soul, and with all your mind.’ 
This is the greatest and first 

commandment. And a second  
is like it: 

‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ 

— Matthew 22:37-39* 

Working with someone you admire is indeed 
a pleasure. For me, working with Merrill 

Kitchen, Principal of churches of christ theological 
college (cctc) in Melbourne, australia, these past 
4 ½ years has been both an honor and a pleasure. 
an inspiration to colleagues and students, Merrill 
brings to her position a dynamic faith and a wisdom 
grounded in experience, scholarship and reflection. 
as a woman involved in international mission, she 
brings an exciting commitment to multi-cultural and 
multi-faith societies. 

MERRILL KITcHEn: an aUSTRaLIan 
cHILDHOOD (WiTH aLL youR HEaRT)
Ana: Where are you from, and what is your family 
background?

Merrill: I was born in Melbourne. My mother’s father, 
Jack Lazarus, came from a Jewish family of early settlers 
in Australia. My grandmother, Carrie, was a Methodist. 
My father’s father, Arnold Wilson, was born in England. 
We have been unable to find a reliable genealogy of his 
wife, Elsie, who probably came from a local Aboriginal 
family. The Wilson family were nominal Presbyterians, 
but my grandmother used to tell us never trust anyone 
who says “Amen.”

Ana: What experiences as a child influenced and 
helped to lead you to your commitment to the church 
and to mission?

Merrill: Memories of childhood flood back every time I 
walk around East Melbourne. It is a holy place for me, 
a place where the transcendent mixes with ordinariness: 
the St. Peter’s crucifix, kicking great mounds of autumn 
leaves, stories told by Salvation Army personnel on the 
steps of their printing office, the picture of Jesus at the 
Baptist Sunday School, and the sanctuary at St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral. 

MEDIcaL MISSIOn In nazaRETH 
(WiTH aLL youR SouL)
Initially Merrill trained as a Medical scientist 
and worked in pathology departments at both the 
royal Melbourne Hospital and the royal Women’s 
Hospital. she accompanied her husband, Paul, 
when he was given the opportunity for postgraduate 
surgical training in the United Kingdom. While 

Merrill Kitchen

*Merrill Kitchen’s favourite bible passage.
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there, the young medical couple “were challenged by 
the edinburgh Medical Missionary society to help 
their hospital in nazareth, Israel, during a period 
of conflict when they did not have enough medical 
personnel to assist the hospital in meeting the needs 
of its constituents, the arabic speaking people of the 
galilee region. We expected to be there for about 6 
months and stayed for 6 years.” 

at the nazareth Hospital, Merrill taught nursing 
students in english and “facilitated a biblical 
studies program for nurses and other women in the 
community” in arabic. she and Paul also worked at 
the southern baptist hospital in gaza (now known 
as the ahli arab Hospital run by the episcopal 
diocese of Jerusalem). “The most rewarding aspects 
of [my] time in Israel/Palestine was the mutually 
nurturing relationships developed with colleagues 

from all three abrahamic religious communities. 
The most challenging aspects were the times spent 
helping other short-term ex-pats cope with living in 
this environment, particularly during times of war 
and conflict.” after they returned to australia, Paul 
continued to provide furlough and sabbatical relief 
for surgeons in both nazareth and gaza. since 1989, 
Paul and and Merrill have led 10 work/study groups 
to nazareth Hospital, the nazareth Village project 
(an archaeological reconstruction site), and the Mar 
elias educational Institutions in Ibillin, northern 
galilee.

Merrill: One of the most profound experiences I had 
was sitting at the bedside of a Nazareth colleague who 
was dying of leukemia. She had been orphaned during 
the conflicts in the late 1940’s/early 1950’s in Israel 
and brought up in a Christian orphanage in Nazareth. 
She trained as a nurse at the hospital, married a local 
Christian and had two children who were school friends 
of my own children. Several missionaries had pledged 
to sit with her during the last days of her illness, and 
during one of my turns at sitting I kept falling asleep. The 
Muslim nursing sister in charge of the ward urged me 
to go home and get some sleep saying that just because I 
wasn’t there didn’t mean that God was not present with 
her! I realized that, in fact, I arrogantly assumed that 
our Christian presence was the only way in which God 
could be present with her!

Merrill: The reality is that wherever other people’s 
values and pain are encountered so the fragile self is 
revealed. The truth of this in a same-culture environment 

Merrill Kitchen and mission statement of CCTC.
Merrill Kitchen serving as President of 
the Melbourne College of Divinity.

Merrill Kitchen with her grandson.
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is magnified greatly in the cross-cultural situation. A 
myriad of hitherto silenced (or suppressed) presuppositions 
are fleshed out in the process of seeing oneself as ‘other’. 
One is faced with the weakness and even lies of the home 
church and preparing agencies - encountering spirituality 
in other human traditions.

EDUcaTIOnaL MISSIOn In aUSTRaLIa 
(WiTH aLL youR MiND)
 churches of christ in australia recently announced 
their focus on leadership, par t icu larly the 
development of effective church leaders. For some 
this means training growers of mega-churches. For 
others it means jumping on board the “emerging 
church” bandwagon. For others it means gathering 
hordes of youth to sing songs of praise. For Merrill 
Kitchen, it means entering into a dialogue with 
folk who are questioning and searching. It means 
confronting closed minds, and inviting people to 
open their minds to the mysteries and ambiguities of 
the christian faith. serving as Principal of churches 
of christ Theological college and Lecturer in new 
testament studies gives Merrill ample opportunity 
to engage in theological reflection, both solitary and 
in community

Merrill: The starting point for my theological reflection...
is a faith understanding that the creator God (as Parent, 
Person and Spirit) is intimately present in all life and 
all human experience. Furthermore that God has been 
graciously communicated to us all in the person of, and 
through the faith of, Jesus Christ... The most valuable 

spiritual discipline [ for me] is the conscious setting aside 
of regular uninterrupted reflective space.

Merrill feels that two factors in her life have been 
most valuable in helping her reflect theologically: 
f irst, her “encounter with faithful people in the 
struggle to engage with the aIds epidemic” and 
second, her “deeply committed, joyful, encouraging, 
sharing family environment in which mutuality and 
interdependence is experienced as we encounter 
christ together in the adventure of faith.” she has 
found valuable assistance also in the writings of 
elisabeth schüssler Fiorenza, John V. taylor, Hans 
Küng and Jürgen Moltmann. 

Ana: What is the most challenging aspect of your 
work as Principal at cctc ?

Merrill: Juggling work, family, wider church issues, 
and mission projects so that all are positive experiences 
for everyone involved.

Ana: What is the most rewarding part of your 
work?

Merrill: Journeying alongside others in a mutual journey 
of faith where we learn from each other and discover 
God’s presence amongst us in may unexpected ways.

Merrill has profoundly touched the lives of 
hundreds of students at cctc. Her ability to blend 
a commitment to both international mission and 
tasks near at hand provides an impressive example 

Students at CCTC.
Ana & Tod Gobledale served as Chaplains at 
CCTC 2003-2007.
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of a life balanced in its response to god’s call. I am 
grateful for the opportunity I have had to work with 
her and learn from her.

Ana Gobledale has served our 
church through Global Ministries 
in South Africa, Zimbabwe, the 
USA and most recently in Australia 
where she and her husband, Tod, 
were chaplains and lecturers at 
Churches of Christ Theological 

College 2003-2007. They are currently seeking a 
settled pastorate in the USA.

Reflection Question
1. What religious symbols and places 

influenced you as a child?

2. Who has been an inspiration of faith and 
wisdom for you?

3. What cross-cultural situations have you 
been in? What did you learn from them?

4. What faith stances would you include in 
“the starting point” for your personal 
theological reflection?

5. What are you trying to juggle in your life? 

Prayer Opportunities
•	 Medical	missionaries

•	 The	people	living	in	Nazareth	and	Gaza	
today

•	 Merrill	Kitchen	and	others	who	lead	
theological seminaries

•	 The	staff	and	students	at	Churches	of	
Christ Theological College, Australia 

A Winning Combo:  
Women and the Environment!

Join the national UCC staff by participating 
in a cell phone recycling program which will 
help the environment and provide resources 
through the Women’s Funding Network 
(WFN) to end poverty among women.

The Good Deed Foundation, a part of the 
WFN, has started a cell phone recycling 
program nationally which will benefit 
women.  Here’s how:
 
• Cell phones which can be converted into 

911 emergency phones will go to women 
facing threats of violence

• Cell phones which cannot be converted 
will be sent for total recycling of materials 
– taken apart and those materials which 
can be reused will be sold and used in 
new products

• 66% of the money raised from recycling 
(each cell phone is worth from $0-$8.00) 
will then be given to the Women’s Funding 
Network Dismantling Poverty Network

The Good Deed Foundation will send boxes 
for individuals or groups post-paid upon 
request. Simply go to their site and sign up 
(www.gooddeedfoundation.org). For more 
on the Women’s Funding Network, visit 
www.wfnet.org.

God is still speaking,
and so are we!

PROTECT WOMEN’S LIVES!
 www.ucc.org

A D v e R T I S e M e N T



Displaced Within My Country
by aisha n. Howard

How many can relate?
Have gone to a place, where even its neighbors are displaced?
never, ever had enough space…on their track…in their race...

Within My country I have; I felt their faces in my face,
and what I witnessed was a disgrace.

It was as if I’d been asleep forever.
The extreme segregations and devastations I still can’t believe.

This land within my country so weathered.
2,000 lives, and counting, lost all because of greed.

entire neighborhoods abandoned, with molded memories rotting inside.
every single possession just left, as they always were, behind.

a block just like mine, wiped totally from sight.
realizing that the only thing left Was the truth to come to light.

In this time when My country’s artillery is fully stocked,
My peoples paths to rescue and safety were security blocked.

now the doors to their opportunities are locked.
Programmed by the masses to believe the movement has stopped.

but it’s only just begun, and it floods through me.
These sons and daughters of division, are the roots of equality.

If none of this had happened, where would I be?
could I ever understand this privilege of liberty; s 

ee the vast variations of my free,
Had I not volunteered for disaster response recovery?

For the spirit guided me to this work along the bayou.
Proved to me with the Lord there’s no tHIng I cannot do.
I learned faith is the onLY thing they can not take from you.
We stripped down to the rock and found these people’s refuge,

and placed a garden, within My country, from which hope shall bloom.

© Poem by aisha n. Howard, 2007.  
Used by permission, all rights reserved.

Aisha N. Howard participated in 
the National UCC Staff work trip 
to New Orleans in December, 
2006.  She wrote this poem 
upon her return.  Aisha works 
at Justice & Witness Ministries.  
This poem was selected for 
inclusion in a lectionary from 
the African American experience 
which is being compiled by a 
group which includes Bernice 
Johnson Reagon. 

Photo courtesy Loey Powell.
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—NOW AVAILABLE—

The Tapestry Series: 
Threads of  

Wisdom from  
Biblical Women.

The 2008-2009 
series,  

Jubilee!  
Luke’s Gospel  
for the Poor 

will reflect on  
your  

personal call  
to ministry  
no matter  
where you  
are on your  
life’s journey.
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Women in Mission Partners enjoy 30% off the list price of Pilgrim Press books 

and the quarterly journal common lot, which addresses a variety of issues 

of concern to women.

Individual Partnership 
 $23.50......................
Group Partnership
 $65.00......................
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