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AN ECONOMIC JUSTICE COVENANT 

 

In a world richly blessed by God with abundant natural resources, many of our brothers 

and sisters continue to live in poverty.  Billions of people in our human community lack basic 

necessities and encounter unfair policies and unjust institutional structures.  Disregard for others 

and lack of accountability have led to growing inequality, the concentration of wealth and power 

in the hands of a few, and the ongoing destruction of the earth.  In the United States, according to 

recent economic analysis, the top 1% of American citizens holds 42% of American wealth.
1
  

Meanwhile, the bottom 40% of Americans together own less than 1% of that wealth.
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Worldwide, too, a few live in wealth and abundance while vast numbers live with scarcity and 

fear.  According to a study by a United Nations Research Institute, the richest 2% of adults in the 

world own more than half of all household wealth, while the poorer half of the world’s 

population own barely 1% of global wealth. A third of the world’s wealthiest individuals live in 

the United States and more than a quarter live in Japan.
3
 According to the head of research at 

Oxfam, “It is impossible to justify such vast wealth when 800 million people go to bed hungry 

every night.” Our failures cross all aspects of our common life.  Unjust conditions diminish the 

human spirit, violate human rights, and disregard God’s vision for the world.   

 

OUR CONFESSION 

 

We confess that we are participants in this injustice and, through our actions and through 

our complacency, contribute to a growing economic divide.  We may not be open to examine or 

to comprehend fully how our actions affect the lives of others and how injustice is created and 

perpetuated.  Many of us have failed to respond in solidarity to injustices throughout the world 

and have not always been willing to align ourselves with the poor, the marginalized, and the 

oppressed.  We fail to love our neighbors as ourselves. We ask God’s forgiveness for our 

negligence, complacency, and self-centeredness. 

 

SCRIPTURAL AND THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS 

 

People of all faiths are called to stand with others against the economic injustices in our 

world and to offer a message of hope.  Scriptures continuously emphasize that we are responsible 

to God for the well being of the last and the least in the human community and to create a place 

where each person can be the whole person God intends.  

 

Old Testament Precepts 
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In Exodus there is an explicit ethic of moderation in consumption: “Those who gathered 

more (manna) had no surplus and those who gathered less had no shortage”  Exodus 16:18). 

Israel is directed to circulate the wealth and not store it up. 

 

In Leviticus we find a vision for wealth redistribution and the reversing of structural 

poverty by debt forgiveness, return of foreclosed land and release from debt slavery. (The Year 

of Jubilee, Lev. 25). 

 

The Prophets were careful observers of their times and called people to accountability.  In 

Isaiah we read: “Woe to those who join house to house, who add field to field, until there is no 

more room, and you are made to dwell alone in the midst of the land” (Isaiah 5:8).  People are 

not to write laws that make life hard for people, are unfair to the poor, and rob them of their 

rights.  “Woe to you who make iniquitous decrees, who write oppressive statutes to turn aside the 

needy from justice and to rob the poor of my people of their right…” (Isaiah 10:1-2 NRSV).  

Even the poor have rights in the sight of God. 

 

The Prophet Amos says, “Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an 

ever-flowing stream” (Amos 5:24).  He warns that rules made to benefit selected segments of 

society should not stand if they harm or disadvantage the poor and admonishes those who 

“trample upon the needy and bring the poor of the land to an end…” (Amos 8:4).    

 

From Micah we know what God requires of us: “He has showed you, O man, what is 

good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 

humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8). 

 

New Testament Continuities 

From the New Testament we learn that Jesus repeatedly addressed economic injustices as 

he shared a vision of life as God intended it to be: The earth’s abundance is to be shared and each 

person treated justly.  Systems that create wealth at the expense of the poor are responsible for 

unnecessary human suffering and are unfaithful to God’s vision.  Jesus said: “No servant can 

serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 

one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and Mammon” (Luke 16:13).  We are to put 

justice for the poor and marginalized at the center of our community life (Matthew 25:31-41). 

 

As a prelude to the following it is instructive to note that in Aramaic (the language of 

Jesus) the word for “sin” is the same as the word for “debt.” This understanding enables us to 

better interpret how themes of Sabbath Economics (“a theology of enough” – Exodus 16: 16 – 

18) continues to appear in Jesus’ teachings as recorded in the Gospels as well as in Paul’s letters 

to the early churches. The following are illustrations: 

 

-- from the Lord’s Prayer: “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those indebted to us” (Luke 

11:4) 

-- the parable of the Unforgiving Servant (Matt. 18: 23 – 35) 

-- making financial restitution for unscrupulous practices (Zacchaeus story, Luke 19: 1 – 

10) 
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-- problems relating to wealth and inequality (Luke 1: 53, Luke 4: 15 – 19, Mark 10:17 - 

41 

Recall, too, that Jesus exercised authority to forgive sin/debt and justified even breaking 

the Sabbath as a right of the hungry (Mark 2: 23 – 26).  So too Paul, according to Biblical 

scholar, Ched Myers, understood grace as pertaining not just to spiritual matters but to “…the 

Sabbath redistribution of resources and power as a way of life.”  He strongly encouraged wealthy 

churches to provide for the collection so that “The ones who had much did not have too much 

and the ones who had little did not have too little” (II Cor. 8:8 – 15). 

 

Lastly, Paul’s very images of the Church as the Body of Christ witness to both the 

egalitarian distribution of the gifts of the Spirit and to the mutual necessity of the presence of 

each for wholeness and completion (II Cor. 12: 1 – 7, Romans 12: 4 – 8).  “For Paul, the church 

was to model an alternative society where there was no patronage, no hierarchy, no rich and 

poor” (Myers, p. 55).  In Christ there was a “new creation,” a new community of faith. 

 

Beyond the Old and New Testaments 

We recognize that Christianity and Judaism are not alone among world religions in 

voicing special concern for assistance to the poor and powerless.  In her book Islam, religion 

scholar Karen Armstrong cites both the requirement to give a proportion of one’s income and to 

fast during Ramadan to remind one of the privations of the poor as examples of practicing social 

justice.  She writes, “Social justice was...the crucial virtue of Islam.  Muslims were commanded 

as their first duty to build a community characterized by practical compassion, in which there 

was a fair distribution of wealth ... [this was] far more important than any doctrinal teaching 

about God.” 

 

In the Qur’an, Muslims are urged to care for the orphan and needy and to forgive debts: 

“Hast thou seen him who belies religion?  That is the one who is rough to the orphan, and urges 

not the feeding of the needy, so woe to those praying ones, who are unmindful of their prayer!  

Who do [good] to be seen, and refrain from acts of kindness” (Qur’an 72. 107). “If the debtor is 

in a difficulty, grant him time till it is easy for him to repay.  But if ye remit it by way of charity, 

that is best for you if ye only knew.  And fear the day when ye shall be brought back to God.  

Then shall every soul be paid what it earned, and none shall be dealt with unjustly” (Qur’an 

2:280-81). 

 

Resources: 

“A Social Creed for the Twenty-first Century,” National Council of Churches, November 7, 

2007.  http://www.pcusa.org/resource/new-social-creed/ 

“Accra Confession (Covenanting for Justice in the Economy and the Earth),” World Alliance of 

Reformed Churches. http://www.ucc.org/justice/globalization/pdfs/Accra-new-final.pdf 

“AGAPE (Alternative Globalization Addressing Peoples and Earth),” World Council of 

Churches, Ninth Assembly. http://www.oikoumene.org/fileadmin/files/wcc-

main/documents/p3/agape-new.pdf [or Google AGAPE alternative globalization] 

Ched Myers. The Biblical Vision of Sabbath Economics.  Bartimaeus Cooperative Ministries.  

See http://ChedMyers.org to purchase. 

“Economic Justice Covenant,” United Church of Christ, Chapel Hill, NC 

http://www.unitedchurch.org/economic-social-justice 

http://www.pcusa.org/resource/new-social-creed/
http://www.ucc.org/justice/globalization/pdfs/Accra-new-final.pdf
http://www.oikoumene.org/fileadmin/files/wcc-main/documents/p3/agape-new.pdf
http://www.oikoumene.org/fileadmin/files/wcc-main/documents/p3/agape-new.pdf
http://chedmyers.org/


 4 

Economic Justice Covenant Program, UCC. Includes a link to the Economic Justice Covenant 

Resolution passed by the UCC General Synod XXVII. http://www.ucc.org/justice/ejcp/ 

http://www.ucc.org/justice/ejcp/
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OUR COVENANT FOR ECONOMIC JUSTICE 
 

As we are called to fulfill God’s vision of creation, we strive to work for a world where love, 

justice, and mercy prevail and God’s abundance is shared. Therefore, we, the congregation of 

Community United Church of Christ, covenant with God and with one another to establish and 

maintain a structure within CUCC to:    

Examine our collective and individual life styles and our stewardship of creation.  

Educate ourselves as to the causes of economic injustice and the forces that perpetuate it.  

Engage in economic and political actions that are consistent with our moral views:  

            • Strive to change practices, policies, structures, and any other barriers to all people being 

able to realize their fullest potential for secure and meaningful lives.  

            • Collaborate with those in economic need and those with economic means to work 

together toward the greater empowerment of the powerless.  

            • Partner with other organizations working toward greater economic justice.  

We recognize that without God’s help and mutual support we are inadequate to these tasks. We 

pray for insight, guidance, and courage in the struggle for greater economic justice in our country 

and in the world. 

  

 

 


