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INTRODUCTION

Into the silence cloaking me around,

Into the overarching solitude,

The stillness of this early morning hour,

I step with quiet confidence and trust.

I bring myself, my thoughts, my fears, my hopes,

The rushing, tumbling chaos of my mind,

The burdens of a busy yesterday,

The pressing choices that await today,

I sit, I wait; I yearn to hear you speak

Out of the silence cloaking me around. 

—Isobel de Gruchy

WE HAVE WRITTEN LONGER BOOKS MORE QUICKLY. WE HAVE WRITTEN

books about profoundly serious issues with more facility. We have edited
contributors in greater numbers with global partners from many different
time zones and with youth who, in their own way, could be said to live in
different “time zones,” too. 
From the Psalms to the Cloud has been different. It has been a more reflec-

tive process, a deeper one. This is counterintuitive because reflecting on care
for prayer life in a digital age seems to demand the same urgency our instan-

i x
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taneous communication encourages. Isn’t technology just a speedy delivery
system? Isn’t the cultural buzz all about the shiniest way to put information
instantly in reach of the seeker? Yes, but also no. 

The original seed of an idea for this book grew out of our discussions
about the critical challenges churches face in reaching faith seekers wherever
they are, whether it be in the pews, out in the world, or behind a computer
screen. We found ourselves pushing back against our own presumptions
about what the church needs, and what we need, and what followers of all
ages, abilities, and backgrounds may want. We have questioned how the spirit
reaches all of us. In some moments, we have been on fire with the possibilities
of ever-changing technology; in others, we were desperate for a quieter, more
peaceful approach to God’s presence within. We started this book imagining
we knew where to get answers. Many answers were uncovered, but we also
ended up with new questions.

So it is with a living faith. We cannot stand still, even for that moment at
the center of a labyrinth, or in the midst of a nonviolent Twitter revolution,
or when receiving a prayer e-mailed halfway around the world and written
line by careful line by a youth group. We cannot stand still because people
are lonely and needy and passionate, both behind their screens and in person.
We cannot stand still because the desire for connection has not faded even
if the methods for reaching out have changed. We cannot stand still because
people need the church to keep moving forward. We can, however, rest. We
can meditate. We can write and rewrite our songs of praise and our prayers
of lament. We can give ourselves space to understand that it is the delivery
system that has changed, not the faith itself. Not our love for each other, or
our anguish, despair, celebration, frustration, confusion—these things re-
main the same.

A living church should constantly and humbly seek to learn new ways to
reach and touch and care for people. Some people say that the changes in
this digital age are as radical as at the time of the Gutenberg Bible. We should
look even further. The call to tell God’s good news through every new “app”
or “link” has been happening since Pentecost—that first delivery system
shake-up from comfortable scrolls to speaking in tongues. It is a part of the
complicated burden and joy of our active faith. In the following pages, we

I n t r o d u c t i o n    x
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try not to get hung up on offering specifics about technology, which change
each day, but rather suggest that faith communities download the Great
Commission in every new way possible, seeking the advice and gifts of the
unexpected and often quite young evangelists and seekers when the old ways
need a refresh.

In exploring these ideas for From the Psalms to the Cloud, we gathered
many different voices from the United States, Aotearoa (New Zealand), Ar-
gentina, Canada—and, within Canada, a First Nations contributor—the
Czech Republic, England, South Africa, and Zimbabwe. We invited every-
one into an intentional spiritual practice, which we describe in the first chap-
ter, and then together, and separately, we wrote prayers. 

We were moved by what we received, personally and deeply. It was more
than being moved; we were also settled, quieted, grounded. We invite readers
of this book to be engaged in an intentional, spiritually informed writing of
prayers for the people of this digital age, whether they are in the pews of our
churches each Sunday, wander in once to a worship service, or attend a single
event held at the church. Others pass through to attend a recovery group,
shop at a food pantry, pick up a preschooler, or simply follow a sermon blog
without so much as a “like” to betray their presence. 

Readers have permission to use and adapt freely the resources we have
provided for personal and congregational use. Please feel free to reprint the
prayers and liturgy as well in the context of a faith community. Credit each
writer and the book when you do so.

It’s been an honor for us to be entrusted with these faith-full words. Put-
ting them together to share with the wider community has been a transform-
ing experience. Our thanks go out to every contributor, and to all of those
people who helped and encouraged the participation of family members,
friends, parishioners, students, and teachers around the world. You know who
you are—you sharers, re-posters, re-bloggers and pick-up-the-phone folks.
Thanks as well to Kim Martin Sadler, our editor with The Pilgrim Press,
who has long guided us, inspired our work, and encouraged passionate grace
in our words. We appreciate the work of Kristin Firth and Rick Porter for
the copyediting and layout—it is no easy task to take the complications of
worship formatting and make a book beautiful! Katie Fiegenbaum, our 

x i I n t r o d u c t i o n

Psalms to the Cloud text_Layout 1  10/31/13  4:18 PM  Page xi



sensitive translator from the Spanish, makes herself available day and night.
We are, also, as always, grateful to our incredible and supportive families and
friends: in particular, we thank David Mankin and Donald Tirabassi, for their
spirit-igniting conversations, patience, and love. 

We are a body made up of many parts, and, if the writing of this book
has shown us one thing more deeply, it is that if one part suffers, every part
suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. In these
pages, we suffer and rejoice together, and in the holy word we say together,
amen. 

I n t r o d u c t i o n    x i i
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2

FROM PSALMS TO TWITTER
P r a y e r s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e

To whom it may concern:
There was a moment today—
the first in years—
when I considered calling on you.
For an instant, it occurred to me
that you might not be
as I had decided you were.
I suddenly wondered if, instead,
you might be the one
whom I most need.
And my heart flash-flooded with hope.
If my suspicions are correct,
maybe we can start to talk again
as we once did.
Amen.

—Vince Amlin

1 1
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Prayers. We pray. We write prayers. Often we do not know the One to whom we

pray, and yet we do. Cody Maynus offers this reflection from his experience writing

for this book. “As with most writing—secular or sacred, if that distinction even ex-

ists—I began with a blinking cursor. Midway through the writing of these prayers,

I had the epiphany that, for me—a writer and a pray-er—God was in the cursor. . . .

I lit a candle, as I always do when I’m writing (this time, the candle was a very ex-

cited orange pillar, about ten inches high and four inches in diameter). I then

prayed, loosely and informally, for the Holy Spirit to move where She so desired. I

then set to work praying and writing . . .” 

PRAYERS OF NEED FOR NOW

Even as we learn more about lengthening our lives
we find new ways to kill and destroy.
Help us, O God, to find your peace.

Amid the chatter of e-mails and blogs and tweets,
lead us to the still places
where we can hear your voice, O God.

Faster, ever faster we move,
wanting newer and better and MORE.
Teach us that your love is always
simply enough for our needs.

—Jerry Hebenstreit

My hands are folded because she cannot fold her painful hands.
She is my sister. I am her shadow.
Together we pray for your touch, O Healing God.

—LL Kroouze DuBreuil

F r om  P s a l m s  t o  Tw i t t e r    1 2
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Sometimes our praying is a great boldness—as in these next words, a boldness of

bridge-building. 

If we believe in the healing and saving power
of God’s love, who is both Father and Mother,
let us encourage each other to become bridge-builders
and declare ourselves the community
of God’s plan that opens the way to all
who believe and trust in
restoring and liberating love.

Si creemos en el poder sanador y salvador
del amor de Dios, nuestro Padre y nuestra Madre,
animémonos a construir lazos entre las personas,
que afirmen que somos pueblo, que somos comunidad.
Y digamos, con claridad, que el plan de Dios
abre puertas a la salvación de todos y todas
quienes crean y confíen
en su amor restaurador y liberador.

—Gerardo C. C. Oberman

Prayer comes in all forms. It may flow as lightly as a poem, or sit, deeply ordinary

—but nevertheless precious—in an e-mail inbox. Below is one such ordinary, pre-

cious letter from a year’s worth that Sue Donnelly e-mailed to a friend struggling

with cancer.

I pray you can inspire yourself with your own strength and wisdom and
courage. And if your own source feels thin, consider all those hundreds of
people who are holding you close in prayer and love and hope. This whipping
is almost done. God lures through the long night and the morning alike. You
will find it to be so again, and again and again and again.

—Sue B. Donnelly

1 3 P ra y e r s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e
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Sharyl B. Peterson reflects that her practice is informed by tradition and scripture

and experienced liturgically and therapeutically. “I sometimes use very familiar

Psalms, like Psalm 23 and Psalm 100, as a basis for prayers. I’ve learned in nearly

twenty years of pastoring that almost everyone is familiar enough with these Psalms

and that using phrases from them can be very comforting for people”:

Lord, you are our shepherd; and yet, right now there is much that ————
wants and needs.
We pray for your loving care and guidance for ————this day, and in days
to come.
Give ————rest in green places

that you, and beloved friends, prepare for them;
Lead them by still waters that will refresh them;
Strengthen and restore their souls.
Help them remember that you are with them in this journey,

even in the deepest and darkest valleys.
Surround them with your goodness and mercy,

that they may know they dwell safely with you and within you,
now and always. Amen.

“Depending on how well I know the intended prayer-recipient, sometimes I will in-

troduce an unfamiliar Psalm to someone in a particular prayer situation. It can be

helpful for folks in need of prayer to discover that even the ancient ones under-

stood and talked about some of the difficulties they are now facing. For example,

Psalm 55 can be very helpful to people struggling with domestic violence, espe-

cially verses 12–14. My practice would be to read those verses of the Psalm to the

care-receiver, reflect with that person on what she/he hears/experiences in the

reading, then craft a prayer on the spot that lifts up his/her particular concerns”:

It is not enemies who taunt me—I could bear that;
it is not adversaries who deal insolently with me—I could hide from them.
But it is you, my equal, my companion, my familiar friend, with whom I kept
pleasant company . . .

Fr om  P s a l m s  t o  Tw i t t e r    1 4

Psalms to the Cloud text_Layout 1  10/31/13  4:18 PM  Page 14



“Here is an approximation of a prayer crafted with and for a woman with whom I

worked at one time, using this practice”:

O God, we know that you know the pain (care-receiver name) is 
struggling with.

(Name of assailant)—her very best friend, the person she trusted most,
has changed so much.

Her heart is breaking at his betrayal; she is frightened and hurting from
his anger.

Help her trust, O Lord, in what you are whispering to her—
that she is your beloved child,
undeserving of this violence and pain.

Grant her strength of body, of mind, and of spirit,
to name what is happening, and to deal with it helpfully and well.

Surround her with good and loving friends
to encourage and support her in this hard time.

And please help (assailant) find his own healing as well. Amen.

—Sharyl B. Peterson

“The practice that gave rise to this prayer started as something of a challenge,”

writes Kipp Gilmore-Clough, “to revisit, seriously, a scripture verse that carried the

baggage of my unformed, relatively facile and hyperindividualized high school the-

ology. Gradually, the verse shifted from a simplistic celebration of the self to a

greater gratitude for the Source of that self and the processes in which it arose. I

have not been made, but am still in the process of being made. And in that there

is wonder, and cause for praise.”

A PRAYER OF BECOMING

All around me, all within me is gift. You are ever on the move, ever calling
forth, creative, playful, dazzlingly loving God. May I find joy within myself,
wisdom in my flaws, amazement and gratitude in this ongoing process of

1 5 P ra y e r s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e
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becoming. I need not be that which I cannot be—self-sufficient, self -
contained—because I am always a part of something far greater. O God, let
this wonder sink in. Amen.

—Kipp Gilmore-Clough

Cody Maynus was one of the writers who took the challenge to compose ultrabrief

prayer most to heart. “Even though I knew there was a brevity limit, I wrote the

prayers as I would for any ministry setting. Then, as with the Scriptures, I redacted.

I cut. I added. I rethought. I spoke aloud. I tweeted and checked for character

count. I took the prayer drafts to other folks—a Benedictine nun, my Lutheran pas-

tor, my friend who is an atheist, my liturgy professor, and some of my peers—and

asked for their commentary. The redaction continued. All of this occurred amidst

the emotional and physical ravages of the weeks leading up to the end of term. At

least one of the prayers became my personal prayer.” 

Short prayers such as these—redacted, rethought, shared—may be the psalms

and collects of our digital age. 

First post or five thousandth,
DM, IM, tweet, text, or blog,
may my words reflect your Word,
Lover of my Soul!

—Richard Bott

God of the smart phone and the smart heart, burn bright in me, longer then
any LED battery.

—Christy Ackley Zuzelo

F r om  P s a l m s  t o  Tw i t t e r    1 6
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