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Sunday, October 14, 2012

Spirit of Resistance

James 4: 7 (ESV) “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”

Reflection 
I heard this verse recited in church some years back and immediately wrote the words “Community of Joyful Resistance” in my Bible.  “This will be the name of my new church start one day!”  I thought.  

These were not new words.  It wasn’t my first time hearing this verse.  But this time, my soul was stirred in my hearing.  The words reached in and touched a place of familiarity within me.

As someone who doesn’t like to be told what to do or not to do, I wasn’t drawn to the idea of a church that spent a lot of time telling folks to resist the “sins” of smoking, drinking, sex in any and all of its forms.  What came to my mind immediately were the sins of spiritual warfare that my community faces every day, such as despair, hatred, apathy, internalized oppression, hopelessness and the lack of vision.

As a Puerto Rican born in exile, I can attest to the fact that resistance is in our blood.  Refusing to be wiped into non-existence is part of the DNA of the Puerto Rican people.  But it is hard to escape the insidiousness of colonialism and the despair of forced dependency.  The noise of hatred can be deafening and the constant fight to survive becomes exhausting.  Pride is a steady companion, but the sense of true joy is often absent.  For many in our community, this has led to despair, shame, anger and self-destructive behaviors.

I have personally found the United Church of Christ to be a community of joyful resistance.  Not a place of escape.  Certainly not a utopia!  But a place where folks are built up, relationships are created, healing happens, visions are shared and resiliency developed—so that the hard work outside the church can begin to take place.  In the very act of the community gathering and struggling and praying together, joy is discovered, uncovered and experienced.

Prayer
God of abundant joy, help us to create spaces and make time for the building up of your people, the caring of souls and the healing of spirits.  In so doing, lead us joyfully and powerfully in the work for peace and justice in our communities and in the world.
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