
About Stillspeaking

Stillspeaking is the shorter form of “God is still speaking,”a campaign by

the United Church of Christ to remind us that God still has a lot more to

say. Since 2004, Stillspeaking has worked with thousands of UCC 

churches and individuals across the country to extend an extravagant

welcome to all—because no matter who you are, or where you are on

life's journey, you're welcome here.   

Your offerings are directed to your church’s Conference and to Local Church Ministries, United Church of Christ.

When you invest in the vision supported by Strengthen the Church, your

gift will plant new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches, and

help develop the spiritual lives of our youth and young adults. 
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The Strengthen the Church Offering

One of the most exciting new
church stories in the UCC is

the story of Bluegrass United
Church of Christ, in Lexington,
Kentucky. 

Under the direction of founding 
pastor Rev. Marsha Jean Moors-Charles, Bluegrass UCC had its first worship service
in January of 2011—fulfilling a dream that an inclusive, progressive UCC community
might be formed in Lexington. In just five years, the church has grown to 160 
members, from an average of 15-20 in worship on Sunday to more than 100—and all
in a space designed to seat only 80. 

The church is preparing to tear down a wall and renovate to double the size of their
sanctuary. Down the road, they plan to embark on a major building project or move
to a larger campus.

Last year, 22 of 59 new members joined the church because they had seen the 
pro-equality demonstration by the church in front of the Rowan County Courthouse,
where county clerk Kim Davis was breaking the law by refusing to issue marriage
licenses to gay couples. 

That public witness was a reflection of the church’s values. Their “Who We Are” state-
ment reads, in part: “If you have suffered rejection because of who you are; if you
have become indifferent with churches who seem to be disconnected from the real
pressures and issues of our life and world; if you desire a church which invites ques-
tioning and is progressive theologically; if you crave a church that puts words to
action with community outreach and social advocacy, then we may be the church you
are looking for!“

Clearly, Bluegrass UCC is a church that people are looking for in Kentucky. Six of their
members drive nearly three hours (one way) each Sunday from London, Kentucky, in
the southeastern part of the state, to worship at Bluegrass UCC. 

Bluegrass United Church of Christ

That’s the vision of the Strengthen
the Church offering…growing
churches of extravagant welcome
seeking to transform lives.
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The transformation that has unfolded at the United Church of Christ in Fort

Lauderdale has been nothing short of astounding. Over the last two years, the

Florida church has become a true ecumenical center, offering its space to other 

congregations for worship and shared ministry. 

“It's one of our major callings to unite not just the Christian church, but all believers

to live in peace and harmony,” says the Rev. Patrick Rogers, pastor. 

Worship attendance at the church now averages more than 200--compared to 85 a

year ago, and the church budget has also grown by about 60 percent. The budget is

“a marker, but not our focus,” says Rev. Rogers. “Our mission is our focus, and if 

people believe in the church, they will invest and they will come.”

The church’s transformation began two years ago when a man from Colombia came

to the area with $50 in his pocket and a call to found a spiritual home for the

Latino/Latina community. Today, Communidad Vida y Gracia (Community of Love

and Grace) rents space from UCC in Fort Lauderdale and has 50 to 60 in worship 

each Sunday.

But that’s not all: a local Unity Church (a Christian church that teaches a positive

approach to life) has begun holding worship in the space; the Florida Youth Pride

Coalition hosts a game night at the church; the church is working with Broward

County Hospitals and a community interfaith group to create closer connections

among hospitals and the faith community. On top of that, the church has hosted inter-

faith services with 10 different faith communities attending to share in praise.

“Like us, so many of these older churches have so much space available for use but

they are sitting empty except for Sunday mornings,” says Rev. Rogers. “This is a way

to help bring the community together as well as create ministry and rental income for

the church. It all works together for the greater good!”

United Church of Christ Fort Lauderdale
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