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The 28th General Synod Resolution, “A Call for Reflection and Advocacy on Behalf of the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo,” is commended to Wider Church Ministries and Justice and Witness Ministries 

for implementation.  The resolution identifies “ ‘Congo Week,’ the third week in October, in their 

respective annual worship calendars as a week of commemoration for the millions of victims of the  

scramble for Congo’s resources and a stand for justice in solidarity with the people of the Congo.”  

Global Ministries joins with coalitions like Friends of the Congo to promote the Congo Week advocacy 

campaign (http://globalministries.org/africa/congo-week.html) on the denominational websites, 

through advocacy networks and on social media. The campaign designates one day that week as “Cell 

Out” day to attention to the oppressive mining of rare minerals like Coltan that are essential in the 

production of cell phones and other technologies. Advocacy and worship resources were prepared for 

churches marking the annual Congo Week in 2011 and 2012. 

In addition, the resolution calls for the Church to “to pray, reflect and advocate on behalf of sisters and 

brothers in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.” To increase solidarity and advocacy with the Congo 

Global Ministries is launching the first of a series of biannual regional partner emphasis with a focus on 

the Congo for 2013-2014. This special Congo Initiative will begin at the UCC 2013 General Synod and 

Disciples of Christ General Assembly, and will include partnership visits and exchanges, volunteer and 

mission personnel appointments, and bible study, educational and advocacy resources, all in 

collaboration with Congolese partners and UCC Conferences and Disciples regions. 

Other efforts supporting the resolution include Justice and Peace Action Network advocacy alerts on the 

Congo, participation in a panel of ecumenical representatives coordinating Congo advocacy at a meeting 

of the Presbyterian Church (USA) Congo Mission Network in Newark, DE from October 3-5, 2012 and 

continuing ecumenical advocacy in partnership with the PC(USA), a Global Advocacy Briefing on “The 

M23 and the Crisis in Goma, DRC prepared in December 2012, and inclusion of an entry on the Congo 

for the 2013-2014 UCC Public Policy Briefing Book, prepared by JWM and WCM. 
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