
Report to the 29
th

 General Synod of the United Church of Christ 

The Right of LGBT Parents to Adopt Children 

 

Summary 

In partnership with Justice and Witness Ministries, the Coalition is developing resources and an action plan for 

implementation of the 2011 General Synod resolution “That All Children Deserve Loving Parents.” The plan 

encourages ONA ministry networks in Conferences to organize ONA congregations to advocate for LGBT 

parental rights in those states where the right of adoption is restricted by law.  

 

Plan for 2013-14 

The Coalition is now drafting a print resource to support ONA congregations in their advocacy for LGBT 

adoption and parental rights. The resource will accompany an information page on the Coalition's website at 

ucccoalition.org which will link congregations and LGBT couples to information on adoption policies in 

individual states and for public advocacy for expanded adoption rights, including: 

 The Family Equality Council at http://www.familyequality.org 

 Institute for Welcoming Resources at http://welcomingresources.org  

 American Academy of Pediatrics: "Promoting the Well-Being of Children Whose Parents Are Gay or 

Lesbian," at http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2013/03/18/peds.2013-0377 

 gaylife.about.com/od/gayparentingadoption/a/gaycoupleadopt.htm  

 www.childwelfare.gov/adoption/adoptive/glbt_families.cfm  

 

The web resource will  

 Assist local churches in advocacy with local and state agencies, private agencies, and adoption attorneys. 

 Serve as a connecting point to help congregations and families communicate, brainstorm and share 

experiences. 

 Serve as a connecting point for prospective parents during their search and waiting periods and for post-

adoption questions and quandaries. 

 

When both resources are published, the Coalition (in partnership with JWM) will launch a publicity campaign to 

encourage ONA congregations to listen to LGBT parents and to advocate with them for adoption rights in states 

where the law discourages or prevents adoption by LGBT parents. The Coalition will also encourage new and 

existing ONA networks in Conferences to organize campaigns in partnership with welcoming churches of other 

traditions, and to use regional ONA gatherings as an opportunity to schedule advocacy workshops on the issue. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Andy Lang, Executive Director 

UCC Coalition for LGBT Concerns 

 


