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resources, websites & books 
on cLosure and Legacy

Legacy church and church cLosure resources and contacts

 UCC lEgaCy CHURCH aND CloSURE RESoURCES lIvINglEgaCyCHURCH.oRg

 	 Local	Church	Ministries	 legacychurch@ucc.org

  David Schoen Toll-free: 866-822-8224 X3827

   216-736-3827

 lEgaCy CHURCH fINaNCIal RESoURCES lEgaCy@UCfUNDS.oRg

  United Church Funds ucfunds.org

   Toll-free: 877-806-4989

   212-729-2600

 lEgaCy BUIlDINg RESoURCES 

  UCC Church Building and Loan Fund Cblfund.org

 	 Patrick	G.	Duggan	 dugganp@ucc.org

   Toll-free: 866-822-8224 X3834

   216-736-3834

 UCC NEW BEgINNINgS aSSESSMENT SERvICE

 	 Local	Church	Ministries	 www.ucc.org/new-beginnings/	

 	 David	Schoen	 schoend@ucc.org

   Toll-free: 866-822-8224 X3827

   216-736-3827

 STRUgglINg CoNgREgaTIoNS oPTIoNS, Ma CoNf.

	 www.macucc.org/strugglingcongregations
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 CHRISTIaN CHURCH foUNDaTIoN lEgaCy CHURCH RESoURCES

	 http://www.christianchurchfoundation.org/pages/Legacy-Congregations/	

books on church Legacy and cLosure

 Toward The BeTTer CounTry: ChurCh Closure and resurreCTion, 

 L. Gail Irwin, author

	 http://freelancepastor.wordpress.com/about-the-book/	

 Finishing wiTh graCe – a guide To selling, Merging or Closing your ChurCh,

 Linda Hilliard and Gretchen Switzer, authors

	 http://www.finishingwithgrace.com/about/

 ending wiTh hope: a resourCe For Closing CongregaTions, 

 Beth Ann Gaede, author

	 https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781566992633

 legaCy ChurChes, 

 Stephen Gray and Franklin Dumond, authors

	 http://www.stephengray.org/store/detail.asp?id=11

 eMpTy houses: a pasToral approaCh To CongregaTional Closures, 

 Michael K. Jones, author

	 http://www.booksurge.com/Empty-Houses-A-Pastoral-Approach-to/A/1554300223.htm	

church Legacy and cLosure worship resources

 lITURgy foR THE CloSINg of a CHURCH – UNITED CHURCH of CaNaDa

	 http://www.united-church.ca/files/planning/theme/worship_closure.pdf

 fINISHINg WITH gRaCE – a gUIDE To SEllINg, MERgINg oR CloSINg yoUR CHURCH,

 Appendix  P. 97-130

	 http://www.finishingwithgrace.com/about/	
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 SaCRED SToRIES: CoNTINUINg a CoNgREgaTIoN’S lEgaCy of MINISTRy, 

	 P.	10-12	http://www.christianchurchfoundation.org/UserFiles/Files/SacredStories2012.pdf	

 a SERMoN foR CloSINg of CHURCH, 

 Rev. Emily C. Heath

	 http://emilycheath.com/2012/02/05/sermon-for-the-closing-of-wilmington-congregational-church/	

church records and materiaLs

 CoNgREgaTIoNal lIBRaRy aND aRCHIvES – CHURCH CloSINg/RECoRD DoNaTIoN

	 http://www.congregationallibrary.org/for-churches/closing-donation

 UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST HISToRICal CoUNCIl

	 http://www.ucc.org/about-us/archives/historical-council/	

church Legacy and cLosure bLogs

 THE PaRISH PaPER: SHoUlD WE CoNSIDER CloSINg oUR CHURCH?

	 http://tinyurl.com/church-closing

 No oNE SHoUlD HavE To Do THIS aloNE - REv. DR. gaIl CaffERaTa

	 http://carducc.wordpress.com/2014/09/11/no-one-should-have-to-do-this-alone/	

 fRoM DEaTH To lIfE: CHURCHES faCINg RESURRECTIoN – REv. gaIl IRWIN

	 http://freelancepastor.wordpress.com/	

 SEaSoNS of gRaCE: REflECTIoNS oN CHURCH lIfE By THE aUTHoRS of fINISHINg WITH gRaCE

	 http://www.finishingwithgrace.com/	
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encouragement and 
acknowLedgements

Our appreciation begins with you, church pastors and lay leaders, who have chosen to utilize this Living Legacy 
workbook as you attend to, and care for, your congregation during a time of impending closure.  

Understandably, the decision to close a congregation’s active ministry can be a difficult and emotional chapter in 
your life together, but, as you will discover, it also can be a time that inspires great communal clarity and grati-
tude, emotional courage, and grace-filled acceptance of the realities and opportunities before you.  Your faithful 
leadership is critically needed and spiritually indispensable right now. This is no easy task you have accepted.  Yet, 
gratefully, you have wisely sought the help you will need to attend to the many conversations, tasks and decisions 
now facing your congregation, as you discern together what will be the capstone that will be your church’s legacy.  

We pray that Living Legacy will be a source of help, support and comfort as your congregation’s ministry comes 
to a close with dignity, grace, hope and faith, knowing that the God of Resurrection is always at work, both in life 
and in death.  May you know the presence and power of the Stillspeaking God, even as you prepare to end your 
ministry, celebrating the many ways you can pass on your congregation’s spirit through a living legacy that will 
serve God’s mission for years to come. Thank you.

Special thanks go to the Rev. Jane Heckles, who proposed and started this legacy project, working in collaboration 
with Local Church Ministries and United Church Funds. Jane drafted the outline for the resource and wrote its 
initial chapters.  

Thanks to the Rev. Cheri Lovell of United Church Funds; the Rev. Patrick Duggan of the Church Building and 
Loan Fund; and the Rev. David Schoen of Local Church Ministries who each wrote chapters and worked together 
to finalize this resource. Thanks to Ms. Heather Kimmel, UCC Associate General Counsel, who wrote the chapter 
on legal issues and reviewed this workbook in its entirety. Thanks also to the Rev. Kate Huey, who wrote the Bible 
Studies and Questions for this workbook.

The Publishing, Identity and Communication Ministry of the United Church of Christ designed this workbook. We 
are grateful for their close partnership.

The Living Legacy workbook is a collaborative project of many in the United Church of Christ who are committed 
to serving local congregations at every stage of life, including the time of ending, closure and legacy.  

Thanks be to God, whose steadfast love and faithfulness endures forever!

The Rev. J. Bennett Guess   Mr. Donald G. Hart
Executive Minister    President and Chief Investment Officer

Local Church Ministries    United Church Funds

United Church of Christ




	coverfront
	workbook.vf
	coverback



