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Resources, Websites & Books 
on Closure and Legacy

Legacy Church and Church Closure Resources and Contacts

	 UCC Legacy Church and Closure Resources	 livinglegacychurch.org

	 	 Local Church Ministries	 legacychurch@ucc.org

	 	 David Schoen	 Toll-free: 866-822-8224 X3827

			   216-736-3827

	Le gacy Church Financial Resources	 legacy@ucfunds.org

	 	 United Church Funds	 ucfunds.org

			   Toll-free: 877-806-4989

			   212-729-2600

	Le gacy Building Resources 

	 	 UCC Church Building and Loan Fund	 Cblfund.org

	 	 Patrick G. Duggan	 dugganp@ucc.org

			   Toll-free: 866-822-8224 X3834

			   216-736-3834

	 UCC New Beginnings Assessment Service

	 	 Local Church Ministries	 www.ucc.org/new-beginnings/ 

	 	 David Schoen	 schoend@ucc.org

			   Toll-free: 866-822-8224 X3827

			   216-736-3827

	 Struggling Congregations Options, MA Conf.

	 www.macucc.org/strugglingcongregations
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	 Christian Church Foundation Legacy Church Resources

	 http://www.christianchurchfoundation.org/pages/Legacy-Congregations/ 

Books on Church Legacy and Closure

	 Toward the Better Country: Church Closure and Resurrection, 

	 L. Gail Irwin, author

	 http://freelancepastor.wordpress.com/about-the-book/ 

	 Finishing with Grace – A Guide to Selling, Merging or Closing Your Church,

	 Linda Hilliard and Gretchen Switzer, authors

	 http://www.finishingwithgrace.com/about/

	 Ending with Hope: A Resource for Closing Congregations, 

	 Beth Ann Gaede, author

	 https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781566992633

	 Legacy Churches, 

	 Stephen Gray and Franklin Dumond, authors

	 http://www.stephengray.org/store/detail.asp?id=11

	 Empty Houses: a Pastoral Approach to Congregational Closures, 

	 Michael K. Jones, author

	 http://www.booksurge.com/Empty-Houses-A-Pastoral-Approach-to/A/1554300223.htm 

Church Legacy and Closure Worship Resources

	Litur gy for The Closing of a Church – United Church of Canada

	 http://www.united-church.ca/files/planning/theme/worship_closure.pdf

	Finishin g with Grace – A Guide to Selling, Merging or Closing Your Church,

	 Appendix  P. 97-130

	 http://www.finishingwithgrace.com/about/ 
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	 Sacred Stories: Continuing a Congregation’s Legacy of Ministry, 

	 P. 10-12 http://www.christianchurchfoundation.org/UserFiles/Files/SacredStories2012.pdf 

	A  Sermon for Closing of Church, 

	 Rev. Emily C. Heath

	 http://emilycheath.com/2012/02/05/sermon-for-the-closing-of-wilmington-congregational-church/ 

Church Records and Materials

	 Congregational Library and Archives – Church Closing/Record Donation

	 http://www.congregationallibrary.org/for-churches/closing-donation

	 United Church of Christ Historical Council

	 http://www.ucc.org/about-us/archives/historical-council/ 

Church Legacy and Closure Blogs

	 The Parish Paper: Should we consider closing our church?

	 http://tinyurl.com/church-closing

	 No One Should Have to Do This Alone - Rev. Dr. Gail Cafferata

	 http://carducc.wordpress.com/2014/09/11/no-one-should-have-to-do-this-alone/ 

	Fr om Death to Life: Churches Facing Resurrection – Rev. Gail Irwin

	 http://freelancepastor.wordpress.com/ 

	 Seasons of Grace: Reflections on Church Life by the Authors of Finishing with Grace

	 http://www.finishingwithgrace.com/ 
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Encouragement and 
Acknowledgements

Our appreciation begins with you, church pastors and lay leaders, who have chosen to utilize this Living Legacy 
workbook as you attend to, and care for, your congregation during a time of impending closure.  

Understandably, the decision to close a congregation’s active ministry can be a difficult and emotional chapter in 
your life together, but, as you will discover, it also can be a time that inspires great communal clarity and grati-
tude, emotional courage, and grace-filled acceptance of the realities and opportunities before you.  Your faithful 
leadership is critically needed and spiritually indispensable right now. This is no easy task you have accepted.  Yet, 
gratefully, you have wisely sought the help you will need to attend to the many conversations, tasks and decisions 
now facing your congregation, as you discern together what will be the capstone that will be your church’s legacy.  

We pray that Living Legacy will be a source of help, support and comfort as your congregation’s ministry comes 
to a close with dignity, grace, hope and faith, knowing that the God of Resurrection is always at work, both in life 
and in death.  May you know the presence and power of the Stillspeaking God, even as you prepare to end your 
ministry, celebrating the many ways you can pass on your congregation’s spirit through a living legacy that will 
serve God’s mission for years to come. Thank you.

Special thanks go to the Rev. Jane Heckles, who proposed and started this legacy project, working in collaboration 
with Local Church Ministries and United Church Funds. Jane drafted the outline for the resource and wrote its 
initial chapters.  

Thanks to the Rev. Cheri Lovell of United Church Funds; the Rev. Patrick Duggan of the Church Building and 
Loan Fund; and the Rev. David Schoen of Local Church Ministries who each wrote chapters and worked together 
to finalize this resource. Thanks to Ms. Heather Kimmel, UCC Associate General Counsel, who wrote the chapter 
on legal issues and reviewed this workbook in its entirety. Thanks also to the Rev. Kate Huey, who wrote the Bible 
Studies and Questions for this workbook.

The Publishing, Identity and Communication Ministry of the United Church of Christ designed this workbook. We 
are grateful for their close partnership.

The Living Legacy workbook is a collaborative project of many in the United Church of Christ who are committed 
to serving local congregations at every stage of life, including the time of ending, closure and legacy.  

Thanks be to God, whose steadfast love and faithfulness endures forever!

The Rev. J. Bennett Guess			   Mr. Donald G. Hart
Executive Minister				    President and Chief Investment Officer

Local Church Ministries				    United Church Funds

United Church of Christ
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