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The United Church of Christ continues to shape the way politics, policy and
ministry unfold. Driven by the belief that we are called by God to work for
justice; our predecessors have been present in great movements for change.
Examples include the formation of the Congregational Church of America to
avoid religious persecution in Europe, movements for Abolition, Women’s
Suffrage and Civil Rights, battles for reproductive justice and the right to be
a conscientious objector, and recent efforts to achieve marriage equality.
Likewise, our UCC related health and human service ministries, many of
which exist under the umbrella of the UCC Council for Health and Human
Service Ministries or CHHSM, were all created by visionary, forward
thinking people who saw a void of service for those in need. The ideas
that sparked these ministries came from local churches, associations and
conferences. The social justice challenges of the day led to social action and
the result was to create ministry for those who were in need. For example:
•
•
•
•

In the 1840s, Louis Edward Nollau created hospitals, sanitariums
and orphanages on the banks of the Mississippi River in response
to the cholera outbreak.
The Deaconess movement brought women into essential roles in
health care delivery long before they could go to college.
The Emmaus Homes courageously served the developmentally
disabled more than 120 years ago during a time when their
patients’ lives were ignored and discarded by society.
Christian communities who care for the elderly were among the
first in America to serve freed slaves.

This work continues today. More recently the wider church rallied around
Back Bay Mission to rebuild following Hurricane Katrina; and UCC
communities continue to provide safe and affordable housing to thousands of
families, seniors and people with disabilities.

These are just a few examples of how we continue to transform the lives of
those we serve through our healing ministries. But our work is not complete.
I daresay it never will be, as we evolve and come to better understand the
ongoing work needed around broader issues of injustice like immigration,
racial justice, white privilege, police brutality, and economic inequality.
These systemic injustices are relevant and important. They drive us to action
and ministry as servant leaders. As we work for Justice, our commitment to
these issues as a community of faith will certainly have a healing and service
component. Our support of those on the margins offers hope in a time of
hopelessness and signal to the rest of the world of the core values of our
Church. Let these expressions also be a promise to ourselves that we will act
with faith, courage, compassion and a commitment to justice when we come
to the next crossroad as a society.
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The United Church of Christ has more
than 5,000 churches throughout the
United States. Rooted in the Christian
traditions of congregational governance
and covenantal relationships, each UCC
setting speaks only for itself and not on
behalf of every UCC congregation. UCC
members and churches are free to differ on
important social issues, even as the UCC
remains principally committed to unity in
the midst of our diversity.

