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There are stories that your parents do not tell you until they think you are old 
enough to understand them. I did not know until I was well into adulthood what 
my parents experienced in the 1960s in the then-white suburb of Oak Park, 
Illinois, just west of Chicago. I knew that my father was very active supporting 
the civil rights movement, going to marches and advocating for fair and open 
housing ordinances in Oak Park. I vaguely recall disgruntled church members 
giving him a piece of their mind from time to time.

But I did not know until later how they had become the targets for racist threats 
and hate. I did not know that our home phone was tapped by the police, with 
my parents’ permission, so phone calls with threats to kill my parents could 
be traced. I did not know the amount of hate mail they received, full of vile 
language. And I certainly did not know that I was also a target for some who 
threatened to kidnap and rape me. I was too young to know all this at the time.

What I did know is that my parents never stopped believing that injustice could 
be overcome, that all of God’s children were equally loved and valued, and that 
society ought to reflect this basic truth. 

I remember this today as our country is grappling with the ongoing horror of 
racial profiling and killings of black and brown women and men by police, 
and the intentional murder of police in Dallas motivated by anger and hate; the 
terrifying slaughter by one disturbed man of LGBTQ folks at the Pulse; and the 
many silent ways lives of our sisters and brothers are compromised and harmed 
by lack of food, adequate housing, medical care, and opportunities for education 
and work.

I remember this today as the Republican National Convention (RNC) takes 
place in my city of Cleveland, with the Democratic National Convention soon 
to follow in Philadelphia. Leaders from the faith community delivered last 
week a “Higher Ground Moral Declaration” to the RNC members shaping their 
party’s platform, and they will also deliver it to Democratic members. It is a 



non-partisan call to a moral revival—for all of us to stand up, stand together, and 
set a national agenda focused on the welfare and well-being of all of us, of all of 
God’s beautifully created persons, and to sustain practices that will protect the 
well-being of the planet. 

Through the immediacy of social media, we are joined together as witnesses and 
as commentators to what is happening. We process collectively as statements 
of despair, statements of anger, statements of “what can we do?” are posted 
continuously. But I am also cognizant that what is happening now throughout 
our country is not new but a continuation of racist injustice built into the 
American soil by those who came across the ocean and took over the land. 

The call for a moral high ground, rooted in the tenets of faith which hold out 
God’s hope for humanity, is a hard call to embrace when the pain is so great. But 
it is the call we need now. It is not pie-in-the-sky thinking but rather a subversive 
divine force that energizes us to say, again and again if necessary, that racism 
will not prevail, that sexism will not prevail, that war will not prevail, that 
anti-LGBTQ violence will not prevail. It is the spirit-filled hope that justice will 
come and that we will not give up.

I remember the stories my parents told me. They did not give up. Nor did your 
parents. Nor should we.

Read the Higher Ground Moral Declaration: http://bit.ly/29Cqosz
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LEARN The United Church of Christ has more 
than 5,000 churches throughout the 
United States. Rooted in the Christian 
traditions of congregational governance 
and covenantal relationships, each UCC 
setting speaks only for itself and not on 
behalf of every UCC congregation. UCC 
members and churches are free to differ on 
important social issues, even as the UCC 
remains principally committed to unity in 
the midst of our diversity.
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