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It’s early December. Yikes! So much to do. So many demands on our money
— presents, special foods, decorations, cards, and other holiday “essentials.”
And, don’t forget, this is also the time when many charitable organizations
ask for financial contributions.
Let’s give to these groups and support their work with those who are
struggling. But, generous friends, please give your money carefully and
wisely.
Millions of people in the United States live in poverty, millions can’t find
good jobs, and millions have largely lost hope in a better future. How can
we help? We can first recognize that many of our serious social ills are due
to structural and systemic problems, for example, the lack of affordable
housing, too many low-wage jobs and too few good ones, too few treatment
opportunities for those suffering with drug and alcohol addiction, inadequate
programs for people leaving jail and prison, and federal and state budgets
that provide too little funding for essential programs. The list could go on
and on. People on the margins need immediate assistance from government
and charitable organizations. But even more, they need us to change our
economic system to address the underlying causes of our grave social
problems.
So in the weeks ahead, when you get appeals in the mail or in your inbox,
please do give. Give money to charitable organizations that will feed
and house people and otherwise meet their immediate needs. But don’t
stop there. Also set aside money to give to groups that seek to change
the more fundamental, flawed structures of our economy and our society.
Give to groups that pressure Congress or state governments to spend

more on affordable housing and drug treatment programs. Fund workers’
organizations that are in the streets seeking higher wages, full-time hours,
and regular schedules. Give to those who want reform in the criminal justice
system, more support for suffering veterans, early childhood education for
all our children, and affordable higher education.
The society we seek to create is not a place where all the soup kitchens are
located in beautiful dining halls and serve steak (with meatless options for
vegetarians and vegans)! While charity meets the immediate needs of those
who are suffering, it also erodes self-respect, breaks down human dignity,
and corrodes the spirit — even when offered by wonderful volunteers in
pleasant surroundings. The good society is one where no one needs to go to
a soup kitchen. In a just society, people would have jobs and earn enough to
care for themselves and their families. Those unable to work would receive
sufficient support to live with dignity.
So with this vision in mind, let’s be generous and wise in our giving. If
you choose, give to charitable organizations that meet suffering people’s
immediate needs. But let’s also donate at least some of our dollars to groups
that are working to put the soup kitchens, clothes closets, and homeless
shelters out of business.
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