Amistad Sunday
Service Prayers for Third Sunday in Lent
March 11, 2012

Exodus 20:1-17; 	Psalm 19; 1 	Corinthians 1:18-25; 	John 2:13-22 

Call to Community
	One:	Our lips sing praise and our whole selves rejoice 
in the God who makes us free. 
	All:	We gather, recognizing that not all human beings 
have known this freedom.    
One:	The divine will was made known in Eden and in Egypt; 
in Gettysburg and in Cape Town.
All:	Born in freedom, redeemed from slavery, 
our destiny in Christ is liberty.


Invocation
Thankful are we for all the blessings of this life; 
love, freedom, bounty and beauty. 
The joy we know is beyond our words to speak. 
We can only image the suffering and pain of human slaves, 
past and present, which yearn from the depths of their souls 
to know the freedom we enjoy. 
We celebrate this day the heritage we have in the cause of human freedom. 
We celebrate this day our spiritual ancestors 
who worked for the freedom of the Mendi people on the slave ship, Amistad.  
May that ship, like the cross, remind us of the ever present possibility of human evil. 
And may that ship, like the cross, remind us of the power of divine love. 
May we, through divine love, 
shed the false, un-neighborly, covetous and dishonorable desires 
of the lives we sometimes live 
and keep the commandments and walk in the way that brings life.  Amen.

Confession
In this season of Lent we reflect on those things 
that lead us away from the life we desire. 
We focus on that which we do that oppresses and enslaves others 
who, like us, are created in the image of the divine.  
And now we seek the grace that frees us to live in faithfulness to holy love. Amen 

Assurance of Pardon
The God of who brought the Israelites out of Egypt, 
is the power that frees us from our sin. 
Live in the grace of God’s love 
as you walk in the way of Jesus 
and surely you shall find mercy at the end of that road. Amen.

Offering Invitation
Our tokens offered here 
are but symbols of our lives of sacrifice lived every day. 
May we give ourselves to the world as a holy offering acceptable to you, 
O God, our rock and our redeemer.    Amen.

Dedication
Receive these gifts, Holy One, 
sanctify them by your Spirit. 
Drive away any ill motives 
and accept, we pray, our humble offering.  Amen.

Benediction
Go into the world without fear, 
knowing that the weakness of the Holy is stronger than every human power. 
Live free! 
And the God who brought the Israelites out of Egypt, 
the God who freed the Mendi from slavery, 
will be your strength and your power. Amen.


The Amistad incident:  Important moment in the history of the U.S. and the United Church of Christ.  In 1839, 55 Africans who had been captured in the slave trade struck out for their freedom while being transported out of Havana, Cuba, on a schooner called La Amistad.  The captives successfully took over the ship and ordered the crew to sail back to Africa, but weeks later the ship ended up far north, at the tip of Long Island, New York.  U.S. officials boarded the ship, arrested the captives and jailed them in Connecticut.  There they were befriended by Christian abolitionists, many belonging to churches that are now part of the United Church of Christ.  The abolitionists hired lawyers, including former President John Quincy Adams, to appeal the case all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court, which declared the captives free in 1841.  This abolitionist victory helped create momentum for the formation in 1846 of the American Missionary Association.  This interracial agency’s work in education, discipleship and justice eventually became part of the national mission structure of the UCC which continues to this day.  
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