Advent and Christmas Candle-Lighting Services
Ease on Down the Road: Journey Home with The Wiz
Notes:  This section may replace the call to worship and should follow any announcements and prayer concerns for the day.  Since the recommended scripture reading is also the recommended Gospel lesson – Lectionary year A, there is no need for them to be read later in worship.

Scripture Readings are from the Common English Bible

To access the videos: use the Embed code on the URL provided- add the clip to your website. See terms at http://movieclips.com/ for more information.   There are movie clip sites you can also use for royalties.  

Look for the new book from The Pilgrim Press, The Wiz by Otis Moss III.
Week 1
Opening musical Call: 
(“Ease On Down the Road” - Video < 2:00 minutes  -- congregation and choir sings with clip
http://movieclips.com/paet-the-wiz-movie-ease-on-down-the-road/)

Reading of Scripture: 
Reader 1:
Matthew 24: 36-44
     “But nobody knows when that day or hour will come, not the heavenly angels and not the Son. Only God knows. As it was in the time of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Human One. In those days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark. They didn’t know what was happening until the flood came and swept them all away. The coming of the Human One will be like that. At that time there will be two men in the field. One will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding at the mill. One will be taken and the other left. Therefore, stay alert! You don’t know what day the Lord is coming. But you understand that if the head of the house knew at what time the thief would come, he would keep alert and wouldn’t allow the thief to break into his house. Therefore, you also should be prepared, because the Human One will come at a time you don’t know."
     

Lighting of the First CANDLE – (purple - a color of passion) 
Reader 2:
This is THE CANDLE OF HOPE – 
We have hope because God is faithful and keeps the promises made to us.  
Jesus our hope comes from God, 
and challenges us to be ready and take actions that show our belief in God.
   
Video of Hope 
Reader 2:
Our Hope is in the Everlasting 
(Scarecrow Joins Dorothy - The Wiz - < - 2:00 minutes - 
http://movieclips.com/nQBGY-the-wiz-movie-scarecrow-joins-dorothy/  )


Prayer of Supplication - a litany
Reader 1:
God of Hope, teach us to be hopeful and act like we have brains and the sense to follow you.  
ALL:
Jesus comes to show us the way home, 
the path we are to follow.  

Reader 1:
As we recall his first coming and await his next 
give us the courage and the heart to hope in, and for, 
the kingdom that is within, all around, and still beyond us.  
ALL:
Jesus comes to show us the way home, 
the path we are to follow.  

Reader 1:
Let this Advent season be a time of hope in our personal and our corporate lives as well.  
Let us be on a journey home like Dorothy, 
a journey of discovery through the confusion and complications 
of a culture seeking “The Wiz”;
like Dorothy, let us grow in wisdom 
to find the true path which leads to you.
We seek and hope in you, our God.
ALL:
Jesus comes to show us the way home, 
the path we are to follow.  

Reader 1:
Call your church to serve those whom you love, 
having brains enough to know that we do not know it all.  
Help us to know that “ignorance is the night of the mind, night without moon or star. “ 
Help us to rely on your faithfulness.
ALL:
We pray in the name of Jesus the Christ.  Amen.

Hymn (suggestion)
TNHC – 423 “Great is Your Faithfulness”

_________________________________________________
Week 2

Opening musical Call: 
(Ease On Down the Road - Video < 2:00 minutes  -- congregation and choir sings with clip
http://movieclips.com/paet-the-wiz-movie-ease-on-down-the-road/)

Reading of Scripture:
Reader 1:
Matthew 3: 1-12
    
    “In those days John the Baptist appeared in the desert of Judea announcing, “Change your hearts and lives! Here comes the kingdom of heaven!” He was the one of whom Isaiah the prophet spoke when he said:
The voice of one shouting in the wilderness,
“ Prepare the way for the Lord;
make his paths straight.”
 John wore clothes made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist. He ate locusts and wild honey.
 People from Jerusalem, throughout Judea, and all around the Jordan River came to him. As they confessed their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River. Many Pharisees and Sadducees came to be baptized by John. He said to them, “You children of snakes! Who warned you to escape from the angry judgment that is coming soon? Produce fruit that shows you have changed your hearts and lives. And don’t even think about saying to yourselves, Abraham is our father. I tell you that God is able to raise up Abraham’s children from these stones. The ax is already at the root of the trees. Therefore, every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will be chopped down and tossed into the fire. I baptize with water those of you who have changed your hearts and lives. The one who is coming after me is stronger than I am. I’m not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. The shovel he uses to sift the wheat from the husks is in his hands. He will clean out his threshing area and bring the wheat into his barn. But he will burn the husks with a fire that can’t be put out"
    
    
Lighting of 2nd CANDLE 
Reader 2:

We light a purple candle- purple, a color of passion. 
THE CANDLE OF PREPARATION – God kept God’s promise of a Savior who would be born in Bethlehem. 

Video of Preparation

Reader 2:
Preparation means to “get ready.” 
Help us to be ready to welcome you, our God! 

(“No Bad News “- The Wiz - <- 4:00 minutes -- 
http://movieclips.com/Az8E3-the-wiz-movie-no-bad-news/ )

Prayer 
Reader 1:
O God of all news and of new beginnings:  We never want to hear the bad news! 
We don’t want to listen to the homeless-looking wild men and women on our streets, 
telling us, by their very presence, of a world of pain and sorrow beyond our doors.
We don’t want to hear about the sadness of the world, the injustices, the pain.
We don’t want to hear about the wrong we do; the pain we cause: 
We want no bad news about judgment; we certainly don't want to be called “children of snakes”!  
When it comes to Christmas we are like Evillene, we don’t want anybody bringing us bad news. 
We don’t recognize the suffering in front of us, and we deny having any part of it.
We want Christmas to be a time only of joy and celebration.  
But you have called us in baptism and challenged us to live out our baptism with fire 
in Jesus' name through the Holy Spirit.  
So God, prepare us for your coming this Advent by helping us recognize others around us 
who need our caring and love, and our work for justice.  
Prepare us to welcome you in our midst as we welcome those whom you love.  
We pray in the name of Jesus our way.  Amen.

Hymn  (Suggestion)
TNCH – 120 “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness”
    
____________________________________________________    
Week 3

Opening musical Call: 
(Ease On Down the Road - Video < 2:00 minutes  -- congregation and choir sings with clip
http://movieclips.com/paet-the-wiz-movie-ease-on-down-the-road/)

Reading of Scripture:
Reader 1:

Matthew 11: 2-11

    “When Jesus finished teaching his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and preach in their cities.
 Now when John heard in prison about the things Jesus was doing, he sent word by his disciples to Jesus, asking, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?”

 Jesus responded, “ Go, report to John what you hear and see. Those who were blind are able to see. Those who were crippled are walking. People with skin diseases are cleansed. Those who were deaf now hear. Those who were dead are raised up. The poor have good news proclaimed to them. Happy are those who don’t stumble and fall because of me.”

 When John’s disciples had gone, Jesus spoke to the crowds about John: “What did you go out to the wilderness to see? A stalk blowing in the wind? What did you go out to see? A man dressed up in refined clothes? Look, those who wear refined clothes are in royal palaces. What did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. He is the one of whom it is written: Look, I’m sending my messenger before you, who will prepare your way before you.

 “I assure you that no one who has ever been born is greater than John the Baptist. Yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven is violently attacked as violent people seize it."
    
Lighting of 3rd CANDLE – (pink, a color of joy) 
Reader 2:
We light THE CANDLE OF JOY – 
The angels sang a message of JOY that God is with us!   
Our joy is in the everlasting God who holds us in the palm of her hands, 
who holds us close to his chest, 
who is as close to us as our own breathing.

Video of Joy  - 
Reader 2:
Our joy is found in believing that the least of these (all of us) is greater than John.   

(Everybody Rejoice - The Wiz - < -3:00 minutes - 
http://movieclips.com/ZuvL7-the-wiz-movie-everybody-rejoice/)

Prayer 
Reader 1:
Gracious God, help us to look around and see our reasons to rejoice and sing.  
Help us to look up and see the hope that we have been waiting for.  
This is a brand new day: 
Of new strength, new insight, new freedom for those who have suffered.

All:
Can’t you, feel a, brand new day?  Can’t you, feel a, brand new day?

Reader 1:
Mighty God, when it comes to your love for all, the whole of creation, 
we owe it to ourselves to check it out.  
We need to check out the messages and messengers 
who call us to see the new thing you are doing in our midst: 
glimmers of justice where there has been none, 
tiny shoots of healing where there has been only pain,
the peace of compassion where there has been only chaos and confusion. 
As we journey home this Advent, be our compass, light our path; 
Encourage us with signs of your joy.

All:
Can’t you, feel a, brand new day?  Can’t you, feel a, brand new day?

Reader 1:
God of the prophets; help us to not seek to grow your church like we are counting our profits.  
Rather, help us to be glad because your Son is shining for us! 
We rejoice that your gift is not only just for us but also for all people.  
We know the story of your love, we feel your warmth and grace; 
help us to welcome home our neighbors with the extravagance you have shown to us 
because we know it is a brand new day.

All:
We are joyful for this brand new day as we pray in Jesus’ Name.  Amen.

Hymn (Suggestion)
TNCH – 107 “Awake! Awake, and Greet the Morn”
     
_______________________________________________________   

Week 4

Opening musical Call: 
(Ease On Down the Road - Video < 2:00 minutes  -- congregation and choir sings with clip
 http://movieclips.com/paet-the-wiz-movie-ease-on-down-the-road/)

Reading of Scripture:
Reader 1:

Matthew 1:18-25
   
"This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. When Mary his mother was engaged to Joseph, before they were married, she became pregnant by the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband was a righteous man. Because he didn’t want to humiliate her, he decided to call off their engagement quietly. As he was thinking about this, an angel from the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the child she carries was conceived by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you will call him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” Now all of this took place so that what the Lord had spoken through the prophet would be fulfilled:

 Look! A virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son,
And they will call him, Emmanuel.
(Emmanuel means “God with us.”)

 When Joseph woke up, he did just as an angel from God commanded and took Mary as his wife. But he didn’t have sexual relations with her until she gave birth to a son. Joseph called him “Jesus". 
  
Lighting the 4th CANDLE – (purple - a color of passion) 
Reader 2:
We light THE CANDLE OF LOVE – 
The angels announced the good news of a Savior.  
God sent God's only Son to earth to save us, because God loves us!   

Video of Love  - 
Reader 2: 
Love is all around us, if we only believe.  
God sent Jesus – God-with-us – Jesus calls us!  

(The Wiz - If You Believe - < 2:00 minutes  - 
http://movieclips.com/nGhH-the-wiz-movie-if-you-believe/)

Prayer 
Reader 1:

Emmanuel, God-with-us.  
We pray that you will show your love through us.  
Help us to truly believe that we can come home to you.  
Help us to believe in ourselves as much as you already believe in us! 
Let our joy sound like an angel choir 
each time we reflect your love for us to each other and the world around us.  
You sent your Holy Child to us so that we might be sent into the world to radiate that love.  
Let us believe in “this magic that is inside our hearts” 
so that we can show the home that you have prepared for all people to everyone that we meet.  
Let us love, even as we are already loved.  
We pray in the name of love, Jesus.  Amen.

Hymn (Suggestion)
TNCH – 105 “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear”

_________________________________________________    
Christmas Eve

Opening musical Call: 
(Ease On Down the Road - Video < 2:00 minutes  -- congregation and choir sings with clip
http://movieclips.com/paet-the-wiz-movie-ease-on-down-the-road/)

Reading of Scripture:
Reader 1:

Any of the Christmas Readings or:
    
    “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!‘” (John 1:29)

    “Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, ‘Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.’ In reply Jesus declared, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.’ ‘How can a man be born when he is old?’ Nicodemus asked. ‘Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be born!’ Jesus answered, ‘I tell you the truth; no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.‘” (John 3:1-8)


Lighting of the 5th CANDLE – (white - a color of purity) 
Reader 2:
We light the candles around the wreath and the “CHRIST CANDLE” – 
The white candles reminds us that Jesus is the spotless Lamb of God, 
sent to forgive our sins and to lead us to find home in the ways of justice, love and peace! 
His birth was for his death and resurrection; his death and resurrection was for our new birth! 

 Video of Home - God with Us
Reader 2:
When we think of home we may think of a place from our childhood, 
a place where there is love and affection.  
We remember, on this Christmas Eve, that God is our home, in Jesus, Emmanuel, God-with-us!!
 (Home - The Wiz - < 3:00 minutes  - 
http://movieclips.com/2jr7-the-wiz-movie-home/)

Prayer 
Reader 1:
Merry Christmas, God.  Let us think of your home this Christmas.  
Let us think on Your Lamb who came for us all.  
This is what Christmas is all about, 
the baby in a manger 
who came to be our prince of peace 
who would die and be raised from death, and who will come again.  
All:
Merry Christmas, God.  

Reader 1:
Merry Christmas, Earth.  Your Ruler has come to rule with justice and peace.  
There will be love overflowing from our true home in God. 
Love and affection surround us like the snowflakes that fall, 
reminding us to turn our faces toward the grace that flows from God and will return us to God. 
All:
Merry Christmas, Earth.  

All:  Merry Christmas, Church.
Reader 1:
Let our world change its pace but we still know where we are going...our mind has been spun round in space...but we know you are listening God, so please don't make it hard for us to know we should believe in those things we see.  You are with us so Merry Christmas, Church.  

All:
The cross of God’s love and hope is in the manger and we are a Christmas people.  We are born again, born anew, free to be your people of love.  Help us to look inside our hearts to find a world full of love.  So that these things might be made real: in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Hymn (suggestion)
TNCH – 209 “O  Love, How Vast, How Flowing Free”















First Sunday after Christmas

Opening musical Call: 
(Ease On Down the Road - Video < 2:00 minutes  -- congregation and choir sings with clip
http://movieclips.com/paet-the-wiz-movie-ease-on-down-the-road/)

Reading of Scripture:
Reader 1:

Matthew 2: 13-23

"When the magi had departed, an angel from the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up. Take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod will soon search for the child in order to kill him.” Joseph got up and, during the night, took the child and his mother to Egypt. He stayed there until Herod died. This fulfilled what the Lord had spoken through the prophet: I have called my son out of Egypt.

 When Herod knew the magi had fooled him, he grew very angry. He sent soldiers to kill all the male children in Bethlehem and in all the surrounding territory who were two years old and younger, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. This fulfilled the word spoken through Jeremiah the prophet:

 A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping and much grieving.
Rachel weeping for her children,
and she did not want to be comforted,
because they were no more.

 After King Herod died, an angel from the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt. “Get up,” the angel said, “and take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel. Those who were trying to kill the child are dead.” Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus ruled over Judea in place of his father Herod, Joseph was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he went to the area of Galilee. He settled in a city called Nazareth so that what was spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled: He will be called a Nazarene."

Lighting of the White CANDLES and the –  “CHRIST CANDLE” 
Reader 2:
In the days that follow Christmas, the tradition of the Church has been to remind us that the world, never ready for Christ, may react in fear and even in violence to the good news of the Gospel.  Matthew the Evangelist follows the story of the joy of Jesus’ birth with a story of the terror of Herod’s murder of the “Holy Innocents”, and sends the Holy Family away from Bethlehem as refugees.  Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God, comes into our world to lead us to find home in the ways of justice, love and peace. His birth was for his death and resurrection; his death and resurrection was for our new birth! The circle of white candles reminds us of the Holy Innocents and other saints and martyrs of the church who have gone before us on the way home, who share in the reign of God with us.

Video of Home - God with Us
Reader 2:
When we think of home we may think of a place from our childhood, 
a place where there is love and affection.  
We remember, in this Christmas season, that God is our home, in Jesus, Emmanuel, God-with-us!!

(Home - The Wiz - < 3:00 minutes  - 
http://movieclips.com/2jr7-the-wiz-movie-home/)

Prayer  

Reader 1:
Almighty and ever-loving God, you call us to be with a cloud of witnesses who have gone before.  We celebrate the communion of all people who believe in your Son our Savior, even Jesus the Christ.  Jesus, a refugee, calls us all to invite others to come home to him.  Help us to share that home with those we meet everyday.  Help us to know that the world we live in now can be the world He wants for all of His people.  May your Spirit guide us O God to our home in this world and in the next. We pray through the babe...the Christ, Jesus our brother.  Amen.

Hymn (suggestion)
TNCH – 198 “Lift High the Cross”










 Acknowledgement: this service was prepared by the Rev. Rodney Mundy, e-Commerce Manager for UCC Resources, for use in his home congregation, Dover United Church of Christ in Westlake, Ohio.  
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