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A Liturgy for UCC Higher Education Sunday, October 25, 2015
Based on: Mark 10:46-52--The Healing of Blind Bartimaeus
Written in collaboration by Emily Labrecque, Class of 2010, Interim Director of Niebuhr Center for Faith and Action and Kim Whisler-Vasko, Class of 1988, Coordinator of UCC Relations


Call to Worship (based on Mark 10:46-52)

One: 		We gather to proclaim that God is the God of all things.
Many: 	The God of economics and art; the God of history and science; the God of politics and drama; the God of music and psychology.
One: 		We gather to praise the God that sees beyond what we can see.  
Many: 	The infinite possibilities of global interdependence, faithful stewardship, and meaningful engagement to usher in God’s Shalom.
One: 		We gather to sing the joy of the God whose vision can hold more than we can fathom.
Many: 		Our sight is limited, but God’s sight is not. Let us worship God!


Invocation  

Ever-calling, truth-telling, wind-blowing, life-giving God, 
We give thanks that we are able to gather together, as one body, in this place. 
We present ourselves to you seeking instruction and guidance to learn and to grow, to be shaped and formed. 
Breathe your truth among us. 
We seek your wisdom...awareness, illumination of vision and revelation for this beloved community and the world beyond this space.
Breathe new sight among us. 
We explore the amazing gifts you have given us and those you have given to others around us.
Where one of us lacks, may another rise up.  
Breathe your spirit among us. 


Prayer of Confession (based on Mark 10:46-52)     

One: 	Jesus asks Bartimaeus, “What do you want me to do for you?” 
Many:	Save, O Lord, Your people. 
Save us from our ignorance, when we choose not to understand.
Save us from our fear, when we waver in the face of injustice.
Save us from our disengagement, when we choose the easy path.
Save us from our undiscerning hearts, when we fail to see the dignity of another human being.
Save, O Lord, Your people. Take our hearts and open them once again to your work of love and justice.  
All: 	May it be so.


Blessing of Assurance   
(Adapted from the words of Reinhold Niebuhr, Elmhurst College Class of 1910)

Nothing that is worth doing can be achieved in our lifetime; 
it is by hope that we are saved.
Nothing which is true or beautiful or good makes complete sense in any immediate context of history; 
it is by faith that we are saved.
Nothing we do, however virtuous, can be accomplished alone;
 it is by love that we are saved.
No virtuous act is quite as virtuous from the standpoint of our friend or foe as it is from our own standpoint; 
therefore it is by the final form of love which is forgiveness that we are saved.
It is through Jesus Christ that we are all forgiven.  
Thanks be to God. Amen.


Pastoral Prayer 
(Inspired by the parallel core values of the college and the church.)  

Ever-present, loving Creator, God …

We thank you for your presence among us yesterday, today and every day yet to come.  
God, only you hold the vision for Heaven on Earth, a vision we have yet to make real.
Expand our perception beyond that of our eyes, into our minds and into our hearts.
Help us be compelled to learn from one another, engage one another, encourage and affirm one another.

Our perspective is limited, but your perspective is not. 
Open our minds, God, that we may know beauty in new ways—the beauty of diversity amidst all communities.
Open our ears that we might hear one another into speech and listen to the heartbeat of creation.
Give us the strength to release defensiveness when we are faced with truths we cannot stand to bear. 

We know that our love is conditional, but your love is not. 
Open our hearts to your will, O God—for us to resist injustice, to serve as healers of the hurt and transformers of the broken. May our whole lives be attuned to your Love. 

~ Amen.  


Call to Offering  
The God of abundance calls to us, inviting our gifts of self-time, talents, and tithes. Give this morning, not because you must but because you may. And know that it is in giving that we truly receive.

Dedication
God of grace, transform these gifts for the work of your world that they may change the lives of those far beyond our vision, the lives of those in need of love and justice.  May these gifts further the building of your Kin-dom of Heaven here on Earth. Amen. 


Benediction 
(based on Psalm 126)

Go forth from this place today – seeking and sharing God’s vision.
With dreams inspired by God
With joy instilled by Christ and
With laughter infused by the Spirit. 
To serve and love one another.  ~ Amen.

