Ready to Go
A Service of Holy Communion 
for the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
September 4, 2011

Exodus 12: 1-14 	Psalm 149	Romans 13:8-14		Matthew 18:15-20

Call to Worship
Praise God! 
Sing to God a new song!
Give thanks to our Maker.
We rejoice in our sovereign God.
Let us praise God with dancing and music.
Let the faithful sing for joy as we praise God together!

Invocation
As we gather here in your name, O Christ, 
you are already among us. 
Keep us open to your presence in us and around us 
that we may grow closer to you. Amen.

Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, too often we take you for granted. 
When you call us to leave the situations that constrain us, 
we are too complacent to hear your voice, 
and too timid to leave what is familiar. 
Make us ready to go where you lead us. Amen.

Assurance
God grace is abundant, God’s love is never-ending. 
As children of God, receive forgiveness and blessing.

Call for the Offering
God gives to us continually. 
In each breath, we receive God’s spirit. 
Responding to God’s generosity, 
let us give to God in thanksgiving.

Prayer of Dedication
We dedicate to you, generous God, our lives. 
Receive these offerings as a sign of our gratitude and commitment. Amen.

Communion
Up with your hearts!
We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Holy God, you created a planet full of life. 
You created humans in your image.  
You taught our ancestors how to live in your world 
by giving them challenges as well as hope. 
You brought our forebears out of captivity in Egypt into fullness of life. 
You sent prophets to teach us. 
Most of all, you sent to us your child Jesus, 
who showed us through his loving example how you love us. 
You call us to follow in the path of Jesus, 
carrying your message of hope and justice to the world. 

Creating us in your image, 
you offered to us the challenges of living in your complex world. 

And so we join with all creation to praise you:

Sanctus
	See Book of Worship, page 46

Words of Institution
See choices in Book of Worship, page 47

Prayer of Thanksgiving after Communion
Gracious God, you have once again shown us your love 
by bringing us to this meal. 
We go from here renewed in faith, 
renewed in courage, 
and strengthened by your presence.  
Thank you for loving us so tenderly. 
Thank you for challenging us 
to know you better and to receive you more fully. 

Benediction
Nourished now by the meal Jesus provides, 
go out to nourish others with food and drink 
along with the gospel’s hope and promise.  Amen. 


Ready to Go: A Service of Holy Communion for the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, was written by the Rev. Ruth Garwood of Cleveland, Ohio, is a certified leader of InterPlay, a system of forms in movement, story-telling  and vocalizing that brings body and soul together, and brings communities together. She teaches suicide first aid via Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training.
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