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Rejoice, O Earth, in Shining Splendor!
Easter Proclamation of Creation’s Joy


Rejoice, heavenly powers! 
Sing, choirs of angels! 
Jesus Christ, our light, is risen! 
Sound the trumpet of salvation!

Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, 
Radiant in the brightness of your Sovereign! 
Christ has conquered! Glory fills you! 
Night vanishes forever!

Rejoice, O servant church! 
Exult in glory! 
The risen Savior shines upon you! 
Let this place resound with joy, 
Echoing the mighty song of all God’s people!

This is the night when Jesus Christ
Broke the chains of death
And rose triumphant from the grave.

Therefore, gracious Creator,
In the joy of this night,
Receive our evening sacrifice of praise,
Your church’s solemn offering.

Accept this Easter candle,
A flame divided but undimmed,
A pillar of fire that glows to your honor, O God.





*For it is fed by the melting wax,
which the mother bee brought forth
to make this precious candle.

Let it mingle with the lights of heaven 
And continue bravely burning 
To dispel the shadows of this night!

May the Morning Star which never sets
Find this flame still burning:
Christ, that Morning Star,
Who came back from the dead,                                                                                                                 
And shed your peaceful light
On all creation,
Your only begotten one
Who lives and reigns forever.

Amen.
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Excerpts from the EASTER PROCLAMATION
Traditional, 6th Century

The Easter Proclamation, or Exsultet, is traditionally sung at the beginning of the Easter Vigil, after the Easter Fire is lit and the flame has been transferred to the Christ Candle. The Candle is then processed through the darkened sanctuary.  The Church is invited to join our voices with those of all Creation to sing the praises of the Risen Christ. Everyone is included:  the Earth, the “lights of heaven”, even the bees provide their particular praise!
These excerpts are from Book of Worship © 2012 United Church of Christ. (* Stanza not included in Book of Worship.) 
Other Mission 4/1 Earth materials may be found at http://www.ucc.org/news/mission-for-one-earth-website.html


