Standing in the Gap
Service Prayers for the Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 9, 2011

LECTIONARY TEXTS 

Exodus 32:1-14 with Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 or Isaiah 25:1-9 with Psalm 23, Philippians 4:1-9 and Matthew 22:1-14

SOLEMN DECLARATION

One:		+In the name of the Creator, the Christ and the Holy Spirit.
Many: 		Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

Gather at the mountain of God’s holiness.
Today is a day to celebrate God.
Gather aware of those you left behind to be here.
Today is a day to stand in the gap between God and God’s children.
Gather to share God’s presence.
Today is a day of transformation for us and for God’s world.
			
OPENING PRAYER

Living God, 
at times you seem so distant; help us know you are near.
At times we stray; welcome us home.
Standing in your presence, we know there are other people we could be with; 
help us bridge the gap between your presence and the people we love.
We pray in the name of Christ who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN – God of Grace and God of Glory, New Century Hymnal # 436
				or Let Every Christian Pray, New Century Hymnal # 261

CONFESSION OF SIN

God pours blessings upon us, even as we choose to go our own way.
God is present and seeks to bring healing and wholeness to all.  
Therefore, 
I invite you to confess all that would separate you from God or one another.
Let us pray.

When we have fashioned idols of our own desire 
or worshiped the temples of our own tradition,
Lord, have mercy.

Time for personal reflection and confession.

When have denied your invitation to the banquet of love and justice, 
or failed to extend the invitation to others,
Christ, have mercy.

Time for personal reflection and confession.

When we have adorned ourselves with worry rather than joy 
or failed to be gentle, knowing you are near,
Lord, have mercy.

Time for personal reflection and confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Praise be to God, our sins are forgiven.
God’s steadfast love endures forever.
Praise God!

READING SACRED TEXTS

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY – The Church of Christ in Every Age, New Century Hymnal # 306,
or Community of Christ, New Century Hymnal # 314,
 				or Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love, New Century Hymnal # 498.
				
MORNING PRAYERS

Before you begin your Pastoral Prayer or Prayers of the People invite the congregation to think of someone for whom they would like to pray this morning.  After a moment of quiet reflection, invite the congregation to pull out their cell phones and call or text that person to inform them that they will be prayed for in worship and ask if there is anything specific they would like prayed for.  This is not a time for a lengthy conversation, simply a “popcorn call.”  It is an opportunity to “stand in the gap.”  You may want to set this up in the sermon.  Members of the congregation could reconnect with the person they prayed for during the week and bring back testimonies to share in subsequent weeks.  Perhaps they can bring the person for whom they prayed as well. You might want to ask people what it felt like to call someone during worship and seek a prayer request.  You could also ask members to find out from those for whom they prayed what it was like to receive a call, simply to ask for a prayer request.

OFFERTORY INVITATION

		Moses stood in the breach between God and humanity.
It’s our turn to do the same.  
What will you give to extend God’s love and care to others?
The ushers will receive our morning offering.

OFFERTORY DEDICATION

Gracious God,
receive the gift of our lives 
and this offering of our service 	
to carry your love from this place to a world in need.
This we pray in the name of Christ, 
whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 
reign in our hearts and lives, 
one God now and forever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

SENDING HYMN – Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ, New Century Hymnal # 347
			or Called as Partners in Christ’s Service, New Century Hymnal # 495
	
SENDING

Go forth, strengthened to do the work of Christ,
standing in the gap, 
extending the invitation to the eternal banquet,
rejoicing in God, 
let your gentleness be known to everyone 
and don’t worry about anything.
+ The God who created you, 
the Christ who redeems you 
and the Spirit who empowers you 
is with you today and ever more.
Amen. 

+ You may make a sign of the cross.
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