People of the Way
Service Prayers: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
January 18-25, 2016

based on readings for the Third Sunday after Epiphany, January 24, 2016
 Nehemiah 8:1-10, Psalm 19, 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 and Luke 4:14-21




Call to Worship

We, the people of God, have been called from our daily routines, 
to worship the Christ that unites us as one.
We are the people gathered by the Water Gate 
waiting to receive the teachings of God,
We are the exiled and the returned, 
struggling to sing God’s song in strange lands,
We are the people trying to rebuild, restart and regroup.
We have gathered to worship the Christ that unites us as one.
We are prophets, disciples, teachers and preachers,
We are dreamers, wonderers, believers and doubters,
We are joyful, heart-sick, scared and hopeful.
We, through our actions, work to fulfil ancient prophecy.
We are the body of Christ.

Opening Prayer 

Great God,
All of creation silently shouts of your glory:
		the march of the sun across the heavens;
		the orbit of the moon around the earth;
		radiant sunlight and lingering moonlight,
teach us daily of your artistry.
The elegant beauty of creation reminds us of the beauty of your way.
Your teachings bind us together as pilgrims,  
on a common path towards abundant life for all.
Your laws are like sweet maple syrup on fresh fallen snow,
		delightful, delicious and dripping with sweetness.
Guide us towards your path God,
		and lead us away from dangerous roads,
so that the words of our mouths
and the meditations of our hearts
may be forever acceptable to you,
our rock and our redeemer.		Amen.


Prayers of the People

As one body, we offer our petitions to God, 
confident in God’s grace and mercy:

We seek wisdom from the prophets,
an interpreter who will teach us how to live in your way
and to sing songs of praise in strange lands.
Blessed are we who seek God’s word.

We seek the wisdom of great Sophia,
eldest and most radiant, 
she teaches self-discipline, justice, and courage 
to all who pursue her.
Blessed are we who seek God’s wisdom.

We seek healing and forgiveness
for all the ways we have failed to be your church.
Blessed are we who seek God’s mercy.

We seek a just peace in our world,
and search for ways to actively pursue it.
Blessed are we who seek God’s peace.

We seek a grateful heart,
that is able to testify to your glory around us.
Blessed are we who seek God’s goodness.

We seek to the face of Christ
in all our relations.*
Blessed are we who seek the risen Christ.

We seek the way of the Spirit’s bravery,
the way of seeking justice, loving kindness, and
walking humbly with God.
Blessed are we who seek the Spirit’s path,

We seek to be united with our siblings throughout time and space,
as we continue our prayer using the words that Jesus, our brave brother, taught us: 
[the prayer of Jesus] …

Commissioning

We are people of the Way.
We are now called to leave this sacred gathering:
to find new directions;
to discover new stories;
to explore new ways of being the body of Christ together.
We give thanks for the way stretched out in front of us,
and all of the challenges, fears, and possibilities it brings.
We give thanks for the way that lies behind us;
it faithfully lead us this far.
We give thanks for the new ways that will emerge:
May we continue to follow in the way that you are leading 
with hopeful and daring hearts.

Benediction

May the Glory of God, our Creator, 
The grace of Jesus, our Redeemer,
And the friendship of the Holy Spirit, our Sustainer
Be with us all now and forevermore.         Amen.


* “All our relations” is adapted from the Mohawk phrase "Akwe Nia'Tetewá:neren" [aw gway--  nyah day day waw-- nay renh], which means "All my relations." This phrase, along with a Latin  translation of John 17: 21, “that they may all be one” appears on The United Church of Canada’s Crest.  John 17:21 is the foundational text for both The United Church of Canada and the United Church of Christ. Our two denominations joined in Full Communion partnership on October 17, 2015. 


People of the Way, Service Prayers for the Week of Christian Unity was written by Dr. Alydia Smith, Program Coordinator for Worship, Music and Spirituality, The United Church of Canada.
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