Reluctant Evangelists
Service Prayers for Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 25, 2015

Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31;  Mark 1:14-20

Call to Community
	One:	We gather to respond to the call of God’s love 
	All:	Thankful that someone cared enough to share this good news with us. 
	One:	May we be compassionate enough to share this divine presence with others.
	All:	Love, when shared, is not divided but multiplied. 
One:	Love, given away, is not diminished but expanded.
All:	May our gathering beckon and welcome 
those near and far 
to know the love of this divine presence.

Invocation
From deep within us we know of a loving presence. 
All around us we see glory, beauty, life and light. 
We have no words for what we experience so we cry out, “God!”. 
In this moment of worship may that loving presence grow deeper, 
may our awareness of the divine presence around us grow more intense. 
May we, gathered in this place, learn to pay more attention to God, 
who loves us at all times and in all places. 
God, of love and life, in this moment of prayer 
be more and more in us 
that we might live more and more in you. Amen. 

Confession
Holy One, what a blessing and privilege we share 
here in this sacred space and among this loving community. 
But, like Jonah, we sometimes are jealous of what we share here. 
We know that others are longing and thirsting for what we know and experience. 
Forgive us our reluctance to open our doors, 
open our hearts to others; some like us, some not. 
We repent of our hesitations and unwillingness 
to witness to those we have considered strangers and even enemies 
for fear they just might become friends. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
The one who calls us to this place 
calls us to reconciliation through grace. 
God will not deny a repentant heart or an open spirit. 
Know that you are forgiven 
and walk in the new way that is made known to you in God’s love.  Amen

Offering Invitation
Gestures of gratitude are a demonstration that a blessing or benefit has been received. 
We heard a call, dropped our nets and came to this place to find new life. 
The gifts we give today are but tokens of the blessings of the new life we live in Christ. 
Bring your gifts with joy for they remind us of 
just how blessed we are to know this love 
that flows so generously from the spirit of God.

Dedication
May these gifts, given to these ministries of grace, 
be a blessing to friends and strangers, 
those like us and those not, 
those deserving and those not, 
for in this way the love of God reaches all of God’s beloved. 

Benediction
Now may the One who is faithful to all 
be with us all as we depart this blessed place. 
May we be a blessing to every place we go, 
until we gather again. Amen.
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