



Shepherd Us in Courage
Service Prayers for the Fourth Sunday of Easter  
April 17, 2016 

As a paper-saving action, this service may be done without bulletins.  All the congregational responses are the same, and the 23rd Psalm, used here as the Assurance of Grace, may be recited by all present, using the different words they know by heart.

Call to Worship (Rev. 7: 12)
We praise Creation’s God:
		Blessing and Honor; Glory and Power!
Let each single voice praise God:
Blessing and Honor; Glory and Power!
Let all voices together praise God:  
		Blessing and Honor; Glory and Power!
Let the great multitude of nations praise God:
Blessing and Honor; Glory and Power!
With all Creation we praise God:
Blessing and Honor; Glory and Power!

Prayer of Invocation
   	We seek and find you in Creation, O God,
in the world  you have made and the people you have called. 	 
Your vulnerable, powerful Lamb is our shepherd and guide,  
leading us to share the shelter of your abundant life. 
	Let us recognize you here in the beauty of this morning and in its challenge;
	may the Risen One, your Shepherd-Lamb, 
lead us to act for your justice and peace:  
so that all may drink from your springs of the waters of life, 
and find their tears of sorrow and pain wiped away.  
	In the name of the Risen One we pray:  Amen.

Prayer of Confession             (Psalm 23)
   	How often we pray the 23rd Psalm, 
and take personal comfort in its images of peace and safety.  
And yet at the heart of the Psalm is an image of great danger—
“the valley of the shadow of death”, in traditional language.
	These Easter days may be a time to ponder this powerful image 
in two untraditional ways:  

First, 		are not many of the “valleys of the shadow of death” we experience 
of human making?  
Where are some places in which our own actions have contributed 
to destruction of our fragile earth home?  (Silence, then invite naming)

Second, 	in what way is God present in these “valleys of death”? 
How may we experience God’s leading and protecting
as we venture through risky activities of justice and peacemaking?
Where do we feel God’s vulnerable Shepherd-Lamb calling us 
to take a risk for the healing and protection of Creation? 
(Silence, then invite naming)
	
Assurance of Grace 
After reflecting on this familiar Psalm in a new light, let’s recite it together, as our assurance of God’s presence and grace not only in our personal lives, but in our shared lives and work for justice: 

God is my shepherd, I shall not want.
God makes me lie down in green pastures, 
and leads me beside still waters; restoring my soul.
God leads me in the path of righteousness 
for the sake of God’s name.

Even though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, 
I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff—
they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies;
You anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows.  
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
All the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of God 
my whole life long.
   	 
Offering
Jesus, trustworthy shepherd and guide, 
invites all of us to follow him in the way of justice and peace.  
We recognize in him the voice of the Creator,
and we respond in generosity and love.  
Let us offer our gifts to the Risen Christ, 
in the service of a healed Creation.
	
Dedication
	O God, take these gifts and multiply them 
for the healing of your beloved world; 
know that we offer them as praise to you: 
Blessing and Honor; Glory and Power!
	
Benediction
	Go forth in peace and confidence, 
following our trustworthy Shepherd
	through the valley of the shadow of death, 
to springs of living water for all ,

Let us go forth praising God:
Blessing and Honor; Glory and Power;
Forever and ever!
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