Faith of an Outsider
Service Prayers for the Second Sunday after Pentecost 
May 29, 2016

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 96)

Leader: 	Sing to our God a new song,
		Sing to the maker of heaven and earth--
People: 	Sing of wisdom and beauty, healing and strength!

		Declare God’s glory among all people
		Show the marvels of God to the whole world--
		Sing of wisdom and beauty, healing and strength!

		God longs to be known in the world;
		God’s power overflows all boundaries and walls—
		Sing of wisdom and beauty, healing and strength!

		Worship our God in holy splendor--
		Sing of wisdom and beauty, healing and strength!

Invocation

		Holy One,
		You astonish us with your generosity.
		You pour forth your goodness on all you have made,
		And are not limited by the barriers we place on your grace.
		You constantly move the hearts of strangers as well as friends,
		Enemies, as well as neighbors.
		Let your grace flow through us here and now
		That we may see all peoples as you see them--
		Beautiful, whole, deserving of mercy and justice—
		And let our lives be shaped by that graced vision.
		All this we ask in the name of Jesus,
		Who offers to all abundant life.    Amen.

Prayer of Confession  (based on Luke 7: 1-10)

Conventional wisdom is astonished by the encounter of the centurion and Jesus.  
The centurion is a gentile, yet loves Jewish tradition; 
the centurion represents an occupying power, 
yet wins the trust of the people’s leaders; 
the centurion exercises power over those in his command, 
yet cares for the life of a slave, 
the centurion embodies all military and political power in the area,
yet turns to a poor, itinerant preacher for healing.
Even Jesus is astonished at the faith of the centurion.
 
Holy One, your abundant life flows through all,
	creating channels of hope and possibility for community.

When we forget that your grace is at work 
changing hearts and minds:
Holy Wisdom, have mercy.

When we fail to welcome one another
With compassion, curiosity and care:
Beloved Christ, have mercy.

	When we let caricature and stereotype 
	block the possibility of relationship:
Truth-loving Spirit, have mercy.

Assurance of Grace and Peace

Friends, the love of God revealed in Jesus 
Reconciles us, heals us and sets us free
To see one another clearly
To challenge one another honestly
To work with one another for God’s vision of justice, love and peace.

Invitation to Share  
Let us give in the spirit of the One 
whose grace overflows all human boundaries;  
whose love knows no limits;
whose generosity knows no measure. 

Prayer of Dedication

		Gracious God, we give these gifts because you ask us to share.  
		We dedicate this offering and our lives to your service, 
		that the hungry may be fed, the powerless be healed, 
		and the stranger welcomed in our midst.  
		We offer this prayer in the name of the bearer of your good news, 
		Jesus the Christ.                    Amen.

Benediction
		People are discouraged:	 Let’s astonish them with hope!
		People are divided: Let’s astonish them with friendship!
		People are afraid: let’s astonish them with generosity!

		Go out into the world to be a channel for the grace of God, 
The love of Christ and the fellowship of the Spirit, 
		Given to us to share with all!  
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