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Beauty and Suffering: God’s Holy Planet
A Service of Holy Communion 
for World Communion Sunday, Pentecost 20
October 6, 2013

On World Communion Sunday, we consciously gather with followers around the planet to take in the bread and cup of life and liberation. We worship, acknowledging the brokenness and hope that exists around the world and proclaim that the death-dealing ways of the powers-that-be are not the ways of God and Jesus, the radical one from Nazareth. 

Our texts today, whether you choose the semi-continuous or the complementary lectionary lines, focus on the suffering and injustice, beauty and hope of community. Lamentations gives us the cries not just of individuals, but of an entire community. The community doesn’t stay stuck in their laments; they quietly live with God’s hope as a way of healing from the brokenness. Habakkuk reveals the resistance and persistence needed in a life of faith. That even if justice never seems to prevail, we are called to be watchposts, paying attention to how God’s word and vision is revealed so that it may be read and lived out. 
In Luke, the disciples believe a bigger and more glamorous faith is better. Jesus rebukes this idea, reminding his disciples that a life with him involves not ego and recognition, but suffering and persistence. 

On this World Communion Sunday, we hold together the tension of lament and suffering, hope and justice. One way of doing this is inviting a handful of people to bake from parts of the world where they have experienced the Holy. This liturgy creates space for a congregation to feel connected to the Church universal while naming the suffering and beauty on the planet, God’s One Body. 

Call to Worship
Come.
Let us be God’s community.
Come with love.
The steadfast love of God never ceases.
Come with curiosity. 
We are one body, one planet, one Church. 
Come with hope.
As we gather with the bread and the cup, justice is served. 
Let us worship. 

Thanksgivings: 
Leader:		Today we celebrate World Communion Sunday, 
honoring the One who binds us together 
as one Christian community around the planet 
and calls us to live out our faith as One Body.
Let us call out and lift up the deeds and acts of the Church we are thankful for. 
Congregation calls out thanksgivings from their lives and the life of the Church.

Passing of the Peace


Hearing the Word of God
Leader:		As we prepare to experience God’s word, we do so in extended silence and stillness, 
honoring our text today from Lamentations that proclaims we should wait quietly 
for the salvation of the Lord. 
Take some deep breaths, settle in, and picture in your mind a place on the planet 
that is near and dear to you. 
Picture that place with its suffering and beauty. 
Hold that place in your heart and mind 
as we experience God in our imagination and stillness. 

Silence:	Sound a chime, meditation bowl, drum to signal silence. Sit for 3-4 minutes. 

Gently pull the congregation out of its silence with a gentle song 
known by your congregation. 

Prayer for Illumination: 
O Source of Justice, 
we are Your One Body,
called to follow Jesus 
to create beauty and justice
on Your One Body, Your planet. 
As we experience your Word,
may we be awakened to see how 
suffering hurts the entire body
	and how
beauty enlivens us all. 

Strengthen us. 

Draw us in to witness your vision,
to the resilience and resistance
of the timeless faithful
in the work for justice. 
.
Chime a bell, drum, or bowl to signal more time for stillness and silence.

Scripture Readings

Sermon 
Invite the congregation to finish the sermon together by gathering in their pews in groups of two to three people, and sharing their sacred place on the planet where they experience beauty and suffering. In 2-3 minutes, share the beauty; share the suffering of this place and the need for justice. 

Call to the Offering
We give thanks for the planet we share with all of God’s creation 
and for imagining a world-made-new. 
Let us share what we have as one way of creating a world 
free from hunger, poverty, and oppression. 

Dedication of the Offering
Embolden us, O God, as people of your global village 
to trust a new creation is possible. 
May our sharing be a symbol of that trust. Amen. 

Invitation to the Table
Sisters and brothers,
what we are about to do is to celebrate the 
Joyful Feast of the people of God.

When we are able, with the Holy One,
to experience the vision of love 
for God’s Global Village. 
here on earth –
then all of creation
will come as equal companions
to sit at this table.

In the meantime,
you and I are invited to eat and drink,
to be nourished and renewed
for the ongoing work of justice,
embracing mercy and
walking humbly with God.

This is an open table, all are welcome, no exceptions. 


Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Holy One, One of many names and faces,
we thank you for how the light came out of
darkness, for the division of the waters 
and dry land, for creating the whole planet up
 and through the cosmos
and calling it sacred.  

We thank you for creating us in your image, 
to live connected with love, 
for the gift of life, speech, and movement 
and freedom to live in Your Way. 

Moses revealed your vision
in commandments. 
Your prophets unleashed cries
for justice when your planet’s beauty was violated. 

Through long generations 
we have ebbed and flowed 
with suffering and sorrow, healing and renewal. 
In the most beautiful and oppressive of times,
You still called us beloved.

You are full of wonder and awe, O God.
Your ways are just and prophetic.
With all of creation in all times and places,
with our brothers and sisters around your planet
we sing to you in one voice:

		Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might,
		heaven and earth are full of your glory.
		Hosanna in the highest.
		Blessed is the one who comes in the name of or God.
		Hosanna in the highest.
		
Holy God, Creator of milk and honey,
of wheat and grapes,
this table has over time been a symbol of
restoration and community, 
 	a call to remembrance.
Draw us into thanksgiving
for the gift of receiving your holy welcome
and the powerful memory of the justice work
of the radical rabbi from Nazareth, Jesus.

We share bread and wine from your global planet, 
symbolizing the suffering and beauty, and 
the need for freedom on every mountain,
in every river, on land, and sea, in village, 
farm land, town and city. 

Those who have baked bread symbolizing various points on the earth are invited to bring the bread to the table, and name the place from which this bread comes: its beauty, suffering, and need for justice. 
After giving witness with the bread, the person holds on to the bread, gathering around the table with the celebrants. 
 
As we consume the bread and cup of community,
root us firmly in your vision of justice,
intended for Your One Body.
Let its flavor move us to a commitment
to share such welcome and hospitality
with all who live and breathe on your planet. 

As we drink the cup and consume the bread,
may your Spirit be with us,
enlivening us with courage and hope
to join together in the sacred work
of restoring your planet. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Words of Institution
As the presider lifts a loaf of bread, those who have baked bread and are around the table do the actions, following the words and actions of the celebrant, so all the bread bakers and celebrants are breaking all the breads at the same time. 

On the night before Jesus was betrayed, he sat at table with his closest companions. 
He took a loaf and blessed it in a way those at the table had never heard before. 
After the blessing, he broke the bread and said,
“Take. Eat. All of you. This is the bread of the Body, 
exiled, silenced, broken, beaten and executed. 
This is my body broken for you. 
When you eat of this, do it in remembrance of me.” 

All the broken breads are now placed on the table, 
making sure the breads are touching each other and creating beautiful heap of bread on the table. 

The presider continues with the cup:

In the same way after supper, while Jesus was still at table, 
he took a cup, and he blessed it. 
After the blessing he said, 
“Take this and divide it among all of you. This is the blood of community. 
Blood shed in war and in homes. 
Blood that carries the memories of beauty and justice. 
Blood that flows with new beginnings for God’s One, Holy Body. 
When you drink of this cup, do it in remembrance of me.” 

The presider continues: 

This morning we will have four stations for communion

As you make your way to one of the four stations
this morning, imagine that each station represents
one of the four directions of the planet. 

Then, imagine followers of the Risen One who,
as One Body this day,
make their way from these four directions:  
east and west
and north and south, making us all one at the
table of this simple, sacred meal. 

Come observing silence.
	[servers from the West come forward].

Come remembering those places where justice is sparse;
[servers from the North come forward].

Come remembering those who have no hope;
	[servers from the South come forward].

Come remembering all those who risk their lives
for the sake of God’s justice. 
	[servers from the East come forward].

These are holy things for holy people. 

Let us come!

Prayer after Communion
As one body, we lament with those who lament. 
We hope with those who hope. 
We live with suffering. We live with beauty. 
Let us go from this table as a renewed community, 
doing the radical work of Jesus that calls us
to live justice-making lives of faith. 
We are followers of God’s Way. 
We give thanks!

 Benediction
From East, West, North and South we have been fed. 
Now may the God of Community, three-in-one,
be with us all to be a just, free, and gentle people. 
Let the people of God say, “Amen!” 

Beauty and Suffering: God’s Holy Planet, A Service of Holy Communion for World Communion Sunday, was written by the Rev. Ashley Goff, an ordained UCC minister serving at Church of the Pilgrims (PCUSA), Washington, DC.
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