A Better Harvest
An Intergenerational Service 
for Thanksgiving Day 
November 26, 2015

Lectionary Texts: Joel 2:21-27, Psalm 126, 1 Timothy 2:1-7, Matthew 6:25-33


Intergenerational Worship:

This liturgy includes several strategies to engage the whole congregation in celebrating creation and the hard work that goes into food production.  This theme emerges from an ecological interpretation of the lectionary readings for the celebration of Thanksgiving.  Other strategies for engaging congregants of a variety of ages and learning styles may be found at the end of this service.


Exegetical Notes:

	The natural world is a main character and the primary focus of the book of Joel.  Its prophecy is communicated through the behavior of the land, the crops, the weather, and especially the locusts!  To this day, no one has found an effective way to stop a swarm of locusts, destructive insects who consume their weight in food daily, and still symbolize famine, particularly in Africa and the Middle East.  Like hurricanes and tornadoes, modern technology allows us to track locusts, but not stop them.  A swarm of locusts like that described in the book of Joel was indeed a natural disaster that would have threatened the entire community's food supply.  Yet, Joel also offers hope for relief.  Today's lectionary reading describes an abundant harvest of the kind we celebrate at Thanksgiving, stressing that renewal is possible even after the complete devastation a locust swarm or other natural disaster brings.  This same hope for restoration is echoed in Psalm 126, as are the natural metaphors in Matthew 6.  The harvest is an apt metaphor for renewal and restoration in that it follows the seasonal cycles that renew God's creation year after year, embedding hope for new growth in each of us as we watch and learn to trust that spring will follow winter.  It is also appropriate in that it requires a joint effort by God and humankind.  We must plant and tend a garden if we wish it to grow, but Jesus reminds us in Matthew 6 that we must also trust in God's role in our lives as in creation.  This past summer's drought has meant a less than bountiful harvest for many farmers in our country.  Anyone who drove through the Midwest in mid-summer saw miles of dry corn husks and fields already plowed under.  In light of such challenges, it is difficult to have hope for improved environmental conditions and a better harvest next year.  Nonetheless, hope is what will fuel us to do the necessary work to hold up our end of our collaboration with God.  We do not gain by worry, but by tending to our gardens and caring for creation.



Hymn 			Come, O Thankful People, Come            TNCH 422

Call to Worship 
To make this call to worship more accessible to pre-literate or visually impaired congregants, introduce the congregational response before you begin, introducing a gesture you will make that will cue their response, “Come, thankful people, come!”  If this practice is new to the congregation, practice this call and response a few times before beginning the invocation, encouraging them to speak their response with gusto!

Leader: 		To the Thanksgiving table of plenty,
Congregation:  	Come, thankful people, come!

Leader: 		To the kitchen where familiar hands prepare with love,		
Congregation: 	Come, thankful people, come!

Leader: 		To the farm where calloused hands plant and tend,		
Congregation: 	Come, thankful people, come!

Leader: 		To the rich earth, where roots stretch and seeds grow,
Congregation: 	Come, thankful people, come!

Leader: 			To this service of worship and praise of the God of creation,
Congregation: 	Come, thankful people, come!

Prayer of Confession 

Sower of Creation,
We admit that we are not sure where all our food comes from.
We do not always know who prepared it,
Or whether those who grow and prepare our food 
have enough food themselves.

To You, who crafted each of us by hand,
We confess that we do not always care for our bodies,
That we sometimes eat what is easy rather than what is healthy,
And that in doing so we have disrespected your gifts to us.

Help us to appreciate the good food you have provided for us,
Heighten our awareness of the ways we benefit 
from labor in farm and factory,
Remind us of the miracle that brings us nourishment each day,
And make us truly thankful today and every day.    Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

		Created Community, 
know that God's everlasting faithfulness 
reaches out to each and every one of us 
to give us hope for a better harvest 
in the changing seasons of our lives.

Hymn 	                  Great is Your Faithfulness			TNCH 423

Multigenerational Sermon Activity 
Collaborating With God
 A Multigenerational Sermon Activity is an interactive activity that can introduce, conclude, or be integrated in a sermon so as to encourage a more embodied experience for people of all ages.  It may also be used as a children’s sermon, but is most effective when broad participation is encouraged.

Title: The Garden of Gratitude

	The ancient people who were the Bible's original audience knew and understood farming.  So did our early American forbears, both American Indians and Puritan refugees, whose stories we tell at Thanksgiving.  Planting and harvesting was their way of life, but this is not the case for many in our congregations.  This activity offers people of all ages the opportunity to grow food.  Provide soil, seeds or seedlings, and containers for congregants of all ages to plant windowsill herbs to take home.  If your congregation has a Thanksgiving canned food drive, you can combine the two projects by also collecting empty food cans to use as containers for these windowsill gardens, as a reminder that even when our food comes from cans, it also once grew in the ground.  
	If you would like to expand this project on a larger scale, have a church garden committee make a plan ahead of time to create a vegetable garden on your grounds (or roof in an urban congregation) so that you can share your future harvest with the congregation or the community.  Congregants can take seeds or seedlings home to care for them over the winter, and then bring them back to plant in the church garden in the spring.

	Blessing For Seeds
	
	Leader: 	Giver of Life, 
			Pour out your blessing like rainfall 
			upon the seeds we have planted, 
			That they may grow to nourish your people.  
			Make us vigilant caretakers of these plants as they grow.
	People: 	We trust you to do your part and we will do ours!  Amen.

Call for the Offering

		In the spirit of Thanksgiving, 
		let us bring forth our gifts with gratitude.

Prayer of Dedication

Weaver of all life, in this joyous season
we offer our heartfelt thanks for the abundance that surrounds us
and ask that you remind us to extend the season of thanksgiving 
as we share these your gifts with your people 
that they may know a better harvest.

Hymn 	For the Fruit of All Creation              		  TNCH 425

Benediction

As you celebrate this Thanksgiving Day, 
may the depth of your gratitude give you hope 
to work toward a better harvest of the ground and of the Spirit.  
Thanks be to God.


A Better Harvest, An Intergenerational Liturgy for Thanksgiving Day, was written by the Rev. Dr. Laurel Koepf Taylor, Assistant Professor of Old Testament at Eden Theological Seminary, Saint Louis, Missouri. 
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5 Ways to Welcome Children in Worship*
The Rev. Dr. Laurel Koepf Taylor


Engage the Senses
Your worship service already engages multiple senses in more ways than you realize!  Emphasize this and come up with more ways of creating active, multisensory worship that will be authentic to your congregation’s worship style.  Doing this will welcome children as well as a wider range of adults!

Provide Sabbath Toys
When we think of Sabbath Toys, we usually think of our Puritan roots, when children were only allowed to play with Noah’s Ark on Sundays.  Revive this old tradition with a twist!  Provide soft toys that follow the liturgical seasons or the theme of the day’s worship so that children’s play will be a part of the community’s worship, not a distraction from it!  Biblical felt pieces or a pictorial worship bulletin are simple ways to get started.

Go Beyond Children’s Sermons
We communicate our welcome of children in worship most clearly in the liturgical actions we value most in our tradition.  Invite children to take lay leadership roles in worship and make sermons accessible through conversational style, team preaching, sermon activities, and preaching illustrations that appeal to a variety of life stages.

Encourage Church Family
Extended families rarely live close to one another anymore but people still need intergenerational relationships and support.  Church is a great place to provide this!  Members of the extended “church family” who wish to experience spiritual renewal by worshipping with a child can volunteer to give tired parents a break on Sunday morning.  
Be sure to oversee this practice in a way that complies with “safe church” policies.

Include Children in the Full Life of the Church!
Adults and children will be more tolerant and loving of one another if they know each other as people.  Encourage children’s participation in church life and create opportunities for friendships to grow across generations.


*Prepared for the Your Church, Better workshops at General Synod, 2011, Tampa, Florida





