ADVENT 2014 WORSHIP RESOURCES
in support of The Christmas  Fund
Advent 1
The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund is a Special Mission Offering of the United Church of Christ that grants us an opportunity to honor those who have served and continue to serve in lay and authorized ministries of the United Church of Christ. The Offering has been received for 112 years. Thanks to the generosity of UCC congregations and individuals, the Pension Boards’ Ministerial Assistance program was able to provide assistance and directly impact the lives of hundreds of persons during 2013.
The theme for the 2014 Christmas Fund Offering is A Light Is Drawing Near. These worship resources have been developed around that theme in partnership with the Revised Common Lectionary readings for the Advent/Christmas season. Ready-to-use PowerPoint presentations, bulletin inserts, information on how the funds are used, and an archive of previous years’ worship resources are available at www.christmasfund.org.
We thank you for your willingness to use these worship resources and promote the important ministry that happens through the Christmas Fund. We appreciate your partnership and generosity, and ask that you prayerfully consider supporting this year’s appeal to the best of your ability.

ADVENT I – HOPE
Psalm 80; Mark 13:24-37 
Lighting the Advent Candle
A lay person or persons may be invited forward to lead the congregation. A leader may say, “Before we light the first Advent candle, please join me as we read together a litany of preparation.” 

One:	When it seems that, no matter where we look, the world is sunk in shadow, 
when the sun is darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 
Many:	Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us.
One:	When lighting one small candle and calling it “hope” feels like an act of futility,
Many:	Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us.
One:	When we need to be reminded that even one small light can begin to warm the shadows around it,
Many:	Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us.
One:	Because even one small light can assure us that you have not abandoned us, that even now your light is drawing near,
Many:	Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us.
One:	As we light this one small candle, O God, we remember that our sisters and brothers all over this world are lighting candles of their own, and that all of us together, with your help, can carry a light of hope into the deepest, most foreboding corners, where you, amazingly, are already at work.
Many:	Restore us, O God; may our faces shine with your light.


Song				Drawing Nearer		words and music: Christopher Grundy
As the first candle is lit, the congregation may sing “Drawing Nearer”. It will be important to teach this before the first time you sing it as a group, or have the choir or a song leader learn it and lead the congregation.   

Lead sheet is found at http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/;
Accompaniment  for “Drawing Nearer” is available online at www.christmasfund.org.

After the candle has been lit and the song has ended, a lay leader may lead this prayer.

One:	Let us pray.
Many:	Gracious God, remind us in the events of each day that no matter what the world around us brings, you are our light, drawing ever nearer. With this one small candle, strengthen us to join our own light with yours, and to be ever watchful for your in-breaking realm in our midst. Let this one small candle kindle hope: in our hearts, in our community, and in our world. Amen.

Call to Offering (for churches receiving the Christmas Fund Offering today)
Every act of faith, every deed of kindness shines a light into the world. During the Advent and Christmas season, in addition to our regular offering, we receive a Special Mission Offering for the United Church of Christ Christmas Fund. We do this to honor those who have let their light shine as clergy and as lay leaders. These women and men have given their time, treasure, and talents for the work of the church, sometimes at great personal cost. In the words of the Rev. Krista L. Betz, the Director of Ministerial Assistance who oversees the Christmas Fund, “Every dollar we give to the Christmas Fund has a person behind it.” This Offering helps active and retired clergy and lay employees who are in need receive quality health care, adequate retirement income, and emergency assistance in times of financial crises. The Christmas Fund Offering is our chance to hold up a light for those who have given much to serve the Church of Jesus Christ, restoring hope that the realm of God continues to draw near. Let us receive this morning’s offering.
Prayer of Dedication
One:	Please join me in the prayer of dedication.
Many:	Glorious God, take these gifts and kindle them with your light.  May they bring hope to those who sit in shadow, may they light the way to your intention for all people, and may they be a reminder that you are drawing ever nearer.  Amen.
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Our special thanks to the following students and professor at Eden Theological Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri for writing the 2014 liturgical resources.  Eden is one of the seminaries of the United Church of Christ and has been preparing men and women for ordained Christian ministry since 1850.  To learn more, visit www.eden.edu.

Larissa Forsythe (Advent I) graduated from Eden Theological Seminary in May 2014 and is currently serving at St. Philipp's UCC in St. Louis, Missouri.

Christopher Grundy (Christmas Eve, song, project editor) is an ordained minister, composer, and author, currently serving as Associate Professor of Preaching and Worship and Associate Dean for the Chapel at Eden Theological Seminary.  The music and lyrics of “Drawing Nearer” were written by Christopher and used with permission as copyrighted by Hand and Soil Music.  For more information about Christopher’s music, visit www.christophergrundy.com.


